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KnOCKOUT 


'Youthful, energetic and positive punk rock 
from Ctog <x Ik ink Newfound Gio<y 
meets ifieAmris. 
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JUNCTION 18 


HEROES FROM THE FUTURE 


-Heroes from the Future features 6 new 
pop-rock gems that wfH blow you away. 
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For a free catalog write to Fearless Records 13772 Goldenwest St. #545 Westminster, CA 92683 






tlx BIU<hI SOSX i iCJJ 




I REDKROG PRESENTS IN CONJUNCTION WITH HCRROR’GARAGE FANME 


7Pn shturobt 

OCTOBER 26 
ION: *10 


Featuring live performances by 


IMB 


LFHflBET BOITOS 
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KING’S OL.UB 

rtp2 COUflT^Y Rf> 

CENTHREACH, NY 
S 31-T16-2S82 


Directions: 

LIE to exit 62N (Nichols Rd),. Turn left (west) onto Route 
25. The King's Club is on the left hand side of Middle 
Country Rd, next to McDonalds 
www.horrorgarage.com 









AD INFORMATION 

DEADLINE FOR #71: NOVEMBER 20, 2002 
DEADLINE FOR #72: JANUARY 20, 2003 


SIZES 

Wide x High 

INDIES 

MAJORS 

Back Cover 

7y 2 "x io" 

$350.00 

$475.00 

Full Page 

7y 2 "xio" 

$225.00 

$350 00 

14 Page 

7y 2 " x 5" 

$135.00 

$225.00 

Vi Page 

3V< " x 5" 

$75 00 

$135.00 


ADVERTISING REQUIREMENTS: 

Payment must accompany ad 

Make all checks payable to Under the Volcano. Inc. 

Make ads the right size! 

Use black ink on all art 

All photos should be submitted as 85-line screen veloxes; no 
transparent film or negatives 
Don't wait 'til the last minutei 

Payment must accompany ad, or you will be charged major rates! 
Press run is a minimum of 7,000 copies 

Call Scott at 617.623.5319 for further ad info. 

SUBSCRIPTIONS: 

Prices for 6 bi-monthly issues 
USA 1st Class $20/Canada and Mexico Air Mail $25 
Airmail to Europe or UK $40/ Overseas Surface Mail $46 

Send (US Funds) or Money Order made out to Check Payable to 
Vital Music Mail Order (NOT Under the Volcano - this applies to 
subscriptions only!) or well-concealed cash to: Vital Music Mail 
Order, POB 938, Harrisville, NH 03450. For the new Vital Music 
catalog, send $1 applicable to first purchase. 


DISTRIBUTORS: 


POB 236, 

NESCONSET NY 11767 

631. 585.7471 © RBIackUTV@aol.com 

www.underthevolcano.net 
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"Hey Rich, it's Jeff Brown... you know, right?" 

Jeff is this tall, kinda lanky guy that I know through what I always refer to as the "None 
of the Above vortex," which includes Dave from Punk Core, Brett #1 , who I once worked for, Brett 
#2, Allison, who plays guitar in MindTwist, Wells from Traffic Violation Records, the ever-acerbic 
Mike Hymson, and Tom DeStefano, who was in the process of moving his store, None of the 
Above Records, to a different location. 

I don't know Jeff very well, but he loves music, is very nice, and highly intelligent. He 
even speaks Japanese, from what I hear. Something in his voice is off. 

"Did someone die?" 

"Yes.." My mind starts flipping through faces. Die? Naw. Anybody from this group is 
WAY too young. Then, I remembered seeing Tom and Jeff at a wedding a few weeks ago... 
"NO. .Tom?" 

"Yes," softly. "The Big Man. He was complaining of stomach pains for a while. He 
went to the emergency room. They diagnosed him with a strangulated hernia, something 
relatively easy to take care of. They scheduled him for surgery. The surgeon just never showed 
up." 

Grief and anger turned me into an animal that smashed the walls while making guttural 
sounds. Tom had just turned 31 the week before. He was funny, considerate, and gentle below 
a gruff exterior. I'm still fucking pissed; the whole thing is just so fucking stupid. I'm gonna miss 
him so much. 

This is the last time I write about one of my friends dying. 


Thanks! 


ANDERSON, JOSEPH BERGER, BORDERS, DESERT MOON, GET HIP, 
INTERPUNK COM, MANSONNEWS, NEWBORN, NEWBURY COMICS, NORTH 
SHORE NEWS. PDG, REVELATION, TOWER. UBIQUITY, UNIMAG, VIRGIN 

For professional printing at DIY prices, email RBIackUTV(H>aol.com 
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WANNA SEND US AN INTERVIEW? 

We’re experimenting a bit here. Under the Volcano is looking for high-quality interviews to publish We like 
many genres of music, but Punk Rock generally sets our loins on fire. Call or email us first^bout your 
interview ideas. We ll require hearing the band first of course, and have some simple guidelines .(below) 
once you get the go-ahead. Remember, there are no guarantees -- we re kind of dicks about the right mix” 
of bands for a particular issue, and hafta REALLY like what a band is doing to run a feature. 

INTERVIEW GUIDELINES 

Please make the interview informative, interesting, and maybe even funny; questions like "What 
are your influences ?’’ are a NO NO' Allow the band’s personality to shine through and don t 
forget to mention the band's current release. Please follow the general Q&A format within these 
pages. Do NOT type in all captial letters, and please include an introductory paragraph that runs 
between 150-200 words. Interviews are to be send by EMAIL ONLY. Cut n’ paste the interview 
into the body of the email, as we will not accept “attached files.' Send tons of band photos and 
graphics, which will not be returned. Yeah. I know, all these rules tough shit 
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THE REUNION SHOW 

DEBUT ALBUM KILL YOUR TELEVISION 






"This album is pop music. Elvis Costello meets The Cars." -Strength 


victoryrecords.com I 346 N Justine St., Suite 504 
thereunionshow.com I Chicago. !L 60607 


IN STORES 10.22.02 





EW FULL LENGTH ALBUM 

fa muTgowm a ! 




'** r~ October 29, 20021 


&est longform video of the 'jear!' 

'» • Billboard. Magazine 


DOUBLE: DVD 

Includes Exclusive Bonus Material 
Sever Before Seen! 


NEW!'- Double 


80 min. 
material! 


with over 
Bonus i 


Or Shoo online at kungluremas.com 

-9 14 ru Hi Free Shipping in the USA! 

p.o. box 38009 hollywood, ca 90038 USA 








Some dumb shits with nothing to prove 
recently smacked up some Asian kid in the beautiful 
dump of Selden. It was explained as “retaliation for 
destroying the World Trade Center.” Hmm.. I’ve always 
said there isn’t much smart culture in the town. I worked 
there for so long that I feel like I’ve lived a good portion 
of my life there. I know its scumbags better than the ones 
in my own shitty neighborhood in Medford. Though, it's 
safe to say the majority of ’em pass through the crack 
house that's opened up next door to me. 

Shawn Clap and Corporate Whore live within 
the dreaded 11784 zip code. I even own a post office 
box in the town . Maybe with the exception of some of the 
members of On The Might Of Princes, that's about it. No 
smart culture! The rest of the town can be described as 
a neverending oasis of strip malls as far as the eye can 
see. There’s no center of town, just one shopping center 
after another; some — due to poor design or lack of vision 
by the town zoning board — are built on top of others. 
One, in particular, houses a lousy video store which 
probably only gets customers due to the fact that 
Blockbuster does not rent porn. 

There’s a filthy all you can eat ‘’international” 
buffet that is ironically always packed. Some of its 
regulars look and are shaped as if they’ve stopped 
hoping or dreaming a long time ago. Their bodies have 
become flabby, stretch marked, triple chinned, and their 
respiratory systems reflect the struggle, especially when 
the weather is right. When it’s 100 degrees and there’s 
no breeze, the gas fumes from the expressway stick right 
in the heart of town. These people feel it. With every 
wheeze, it's a battle. 

White trash wannabe uptown gangsta b-boys 
are a dime a dozen on these streets. Urban culture has 
been devoured, absorbed and co-opted so deeply that 
on occasion I get these Italian guys coming into the store 
wearing door knocker-sized, gold-plated Jesus 
necklaces. They sport their backwards cap and roll one 
leg on their jeans up to their mid shins, they spew the 
slang that’s long been associated with Hip Hop culture. 
They talk the talk, but then tell me how they “hate 
niggers." These schmucks don’t even realize, there’s 
barely a shred of the “old country" left in ’em. 

People, in general, have stopped thinking. I 
sincerely believe this. The basic element of intelligent 
thought, critical and analytical is GONE 

Two schmucks from Selden beat up a 
restaurant owner’s son — and his mother — for bringing 
down the Twin Towers. Their moron friends and some 
spectators cheered them on. The biggest 
tragedy — aside from these two idiots being someday 
destined to poison our gene pool — is the mob was too 
STUPID to know right from wrong. Nor, I'm sure, do they 
care. 


Do c r oCqre In 

Unemployment 

Shaven Clap 


THE SCAM 

Author's Disclaimer. The following information can be 
read as either a warning or as a clever way to score 
some quick cash. Howthe reader decides to use said 
information, is entirely up to him or her. 

Since the day the first streets were paved, 
there have been street hustlers. The three-card-monty 
men, the pickpockets, the stickup men, the 
pursesnatchers, the dealers selling nickel bags of baking 
soda at cocaine prices. 

Recently, a new breed of hustler has 
emerged, the broken eye glass man. I had heard stories 
and met people who lost money to this fiend, but had yet 
to see the scam in action. 

I was crossing 32nd Street at Sixth Avenue. 
10 o’clock on a Monday night. My mind was elsewhere, 
work related matters. Music cues and scene continuities. 
The crosswalk was nearly deserted, yet I felt my arm 
bump up against another. I turned to give the obligatory 
“Pardon me"and then I saw them. A pair of eyeglasses 
bouncing onto the pavement. My initial reaction was one 
of “You got to be fucking kidding me." I continued to 
cross the street at a quicker pace. 

When I reach the adjacent sidewalk the guy 
runs up to me, corners me. Black kid, tall, 20 years old, 
gray Mecca sweat suit. Street Hustler written all over his 
face. He was prepared for this confrontation. I was not. 
Heart begins to race. The excitement of fear. 

"Yo man, don't you even say excuse me?” he 

yells. 

“Sorry.” 

“Look at these shits, man. You broke my 
glasses!" He holds up a pair of eyeglasses. The right 
lens is cracked, probably has been for quite some time. 
“Sorry," I say meekly, not wanting a screaming argument 
with a potentially violent stranger. My heart is racing. I 
scan the block, looking for his hidden buddies. A good 
con man never works alone. I don't make anyone out. 

“These is my prescriptions, you fucked these 
up," he yells aggressively. He's good, his lines come 
naturally. He knows about body language. How to be 
intimidating. I know better than to call him on his game 
so quickly. 

“Sorry," I repeat. 

"These shits cost me sixty bucks!" I just nod 

and smile. 

“You fuckin’ laughin’ at me?" he yells. “I’m 
not laughing,” I say passively, my mind still racing, 
fearing a stab wound or getting jumped from behind. I 
make no sudden movements. 

Ts got school tomorrow, I can't go like this.” 

I nod again, looking if this guy's got back up. 

"Wot you looking for white-boy, you scared? 
You scared cause I'm black?" he yells. I just look at him, 
my heart rate starts slowing to normal. 


'Ts just talkin’ to you like a man. You owe me 
sixty bucks." 

Very calmly I tell him, "Listen, let’s go fill out 
a report, so that way you can send me a bill." 

"Report? Watchyou talking bout, report?” 

“We’ll go find a cop, so you can fill out a 

report.” 

"What?" he screams, “Just ‘cause I'm black 
you think I'm afraid to talk to some cop?" 

'It's not like that,’ I assure him. “All you 
whites is the fuckin’ same!" 

"No, I just want to do the right thing, let's go 
find a cop and do this." By now my heart is back to 
normal. The initial fear has passed. 

"I needs new glasses by 7am, not no report!" 
I look at him. I look into him. His eyes are second 
guessing himself. This is a man out there alone. He’s got 
no back up. His eyes alone told me that. I am now poised 
to go on the offensive. 

“Listen ," I tell him softly, “this doesn't work on 
everybody.” 

“What you talking bout? What don’t work?" 

“You tell me.” 

“You owe me..." 

Finally I roar, "I haven’t got time ... for this 
Mickey Mouse bullshit!” He backs up a step. “If you're 
gonna try and rob me," I scream at him, “you better do it 
like a man!" 

My voiced echoed through the darkened 
street. Spit was flying out of my mouth, like that of a 
rabid dog. I was ready to grab for his throat. He backed 
up a few more steps and got tripped up in some curbside 
garbage bags. He crossed the street and disappeared 
into the night. 

So, to the law abiding readers, I say be aware 
of the eyeglass con man, let him know you're not about 
to be played like a chump. And to the more daring 
readers, may I suggest bringing a partner along if you try 
such a scam. Or you might wind up quite embarrassed, 
as did that poor chap at 10 o’clock on a Monday night. 



Dear Doctor Fotplots, 


My name is Richard Thwipiddus and I am 
an investigative journalist currently engaged in research 
for an upcoming book on the subject of the current 
state of civil rights in our nation. As such, it is to be a 
very short book, comprising only a few sentences. 
While I feel that no more than three sentences are 
needed to sum up the rights left available to the 
citizenry of our country, I have decided to contact you 
for the purposes of gaining expert insight into the 
history of our Constitution. I have found your 
background to be quite impressive and have recently 
completed reading your latest 3 by 5 card entitled, The 
Sum Total of Democratic Principles Retained in the 
American Republic’. I believe that if I might be able to 
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meet with you to discuss the subject of current 
available rights of free expression, we should be able to 
cover the entire subject in less than 15 seconds. My 
work was to be sponsored by a grant from the 
government's National Endowment for Journalistic 
Integrity. However, when called to Washington to receive 
the grant, I was beaten savagely with the document in a 
special ceremony culminating in the grant being urinated 
upon by high level officials from the Justice Department 
and White House understaff. I considered the dedication 
of their time to be quite an honor. 

So instead I am funding the book through my 
own efforts of indentured servitude known as 
employment' so that I may feed my family. Not desiring 
any undue privilege, I wish to be like any other well- 
intentioned American and work in serfdom for an 
oligarchic elite so that the fruits of my labors may be 
stolen back by the Leviathan through practice of 
coercion, bribery, fraud, deceit, manipulation, mind 
control, theft, graft, blackmail, entrapment, 
misappropriation, malfeasance, sting operations, 
scheming, scamming, tampering, illegal wiretapping, 
illegal detainment, murder, robbery, embezzlement, 
witness intimidation, illegal search and seizure, 
surveillance, torture, witholding of information, perjury, 
false arrest, obstruction of justice, and the like. 

In fact, why bother to write any such book at 
all, you might ask? Well, Doctor Fotplots, I for one still 
believe in the infallibility of truth and that it shall always 
prevail-therefore I plan to forge ahead with my project 
using the guidelines of integrity, truth, adherence to 
principle, character, and good will towards all. And 
although through a long process of usurpation, the 
greatest human experiment in government has bcome a 
rancorous, festering wound of all that is worst in human 
nature-1 still believe that there may be hope for the 
Republic and that is why I will write my book. It is my 
sincerest wish that you will endeavor to help me. 

And now, if you will excuse me, I must go 
now as a man in a gray suit and latex gloves has just 
injected a lethal and untraceable form of shell fish toxin 
into my leg. 



Three days after the last deadline, my hard 
drive shit the bed . . But the fucked up thing about it was 
that my hard drive was still sort of working. I would 
walk away from my PC and come back to an almost 
blank screen— just the words "Unable to find Hard 
Disk" or something like that. This was a two year old 
hard drive and still under warranty, but what the fuck, 

I didn’t buy it so it would fry my data. Unfortunately I 
didn’t plan well for a massive loss of data like that, and 
basically lost a bunch of shit. There are some recovery 
tools that I will attempt to use when I find the time. But 
I’m pretty much writing that off and ready to move on. 
So I went out and bought a 60GB Western Digital 
drive, and eventually I will send in my shitty dead 
Maxtor drive for a replacement. 

I have also been killing time here and there 
playing dominos on Yahoo, games. What a fucking 
waste of time. I can't believe the summer is up already 
and I have abused this space in this issue of UTV to 
vent my frustrations. 



SQUATTER’S RITES! 


or 

still living under a punk rock! 

When I first moved to New York City 10 years 
ago, one of my first formulating impressions was of a 
three-block strip that led St. Mark’s place into Alphabet 
City. The strip was the Fifth Avenue of the East Village, 
with its small boutiques and piercing shops amid drug 
dealers and napping junkies and salesmen selling their 
lots. There were the down and-out-drunks at dives like 
Holiday Cocktail Lounge and Alcatraz. There were 
remnants of an era gone by ingrained in the doorways of 
rock club Coney Island High and St. Mark's Bar. I saw 
many of the same faces day after day, a group of kids, 
teenagers most likely, who lived on the strip. They kept in 
a group and supported each other in the daily battle for 
life, begging for change or food or drugs. Everybody 
referred to them as “the punk rock kids” and sometimes 
even "the squatters." And for a while the terms “punk rock 
kids" and "squatters” were synonymous in image in my 
mind. 

The gentrification battle had begun. Alphabet 
city was fast growing into a yuppie enclave. The city and 
a few formerly absentee landlords wanted their uninvited 
tenants to vacate their now valuable real estate. The 
Squatters believed they had a right to occupy these empty 
buildings because they maintained them and fixed many 
of the units into livable, sometimes hospitable, conditions. 

I learned that yes, most of the "punk rock kids” were 
squatters, by way of being homeless, but most squatters 
were not just “punk rock kids." They were from all different 
places, many of them artists. 

At the time, a good friend lived on 13th St., a 
hotbed of squatter-police friction. I recall the police 
barricades at both ends of the block for a year and his 
stories of rioters getting their heads bashed with night- 
sticks and, one night even, a tank rolling down the block 
when a group had welded themselves inside four 
buildings. The squatters fought tenaciously. They held 
demonstrations that shut down community board 
meetings, they protested in the courts, with their fists and 
their will. They were young, they were radical, they were 
righteous and they were organized. They wouldn't go 
away. They fought to be recognized as a homesteading 
movement. They believed that, with their own hands, they 
could create affordable housing cheaper and better than 
the city could. 

The battle scars have not been in vain. The 
Bloomberg administration, under an agreement birthed in 
the last two years of the Giuliani administration, has 
approved a plan to sell eleven Lower East Side buildings, 
housing about 250 residents, for $1 each to the Urban 
Homesteading Assistance Board, (including C-Squat, a 
haven for punks and street kids that boasts a basement 
skateboard ramp that doubles as a stage for punk shows) , 
who will secure a loan for constructions to bring the 
squats up to code and then revert the building back to the 
residents as limited equity co-ops (they can’t sell them). 
However, the buildings are far from being handed over 
free. The residents will then be responsible for 
maintenance and mortgage fees, which, because of work 
put in, will be at a reasonable cost, projected at $300- 
$750 a month, still far more than the residents had been 
paying previously. 

Critics may argue that a precedent is being 
set for a new influx of squatter takeovers. I find it unlikely 
because there simply aren’t many vacant buildings left. 
Maybe the image of the squatter has changed in the 
perception of city government. Those once viewed as 
anarchists and radicals have, through righteous cause, 


proven themselves to be community activists. Many of 
those involved were also the ones who created the 
community gardens and the Lower East Side People's 
Federal Credit Union. They have become the 
preservationists of a neighborhood rich in cultural history 
and a pristine example of community and organizational 
efforts and sheer will. My respect and admiration to them. 



Well, here it is, my first article where I get to 
talk to all of you Under the Volcano readers, what a 
privilege (thanks Rich). Well, what really can I say? 
Coming from me, I'd just like to thank the chicks that are 
involved. We live in a world today where guys still get an 
upper hand, which makes it harder for girls to do things. 
Yes, we had that whole women's rights thing and blah 
blah blah but you can't tell me that put everything to rest. 

I think my views on things is what made me 
a riot grrl fan, and is also the reason why Bikini Kill is one 
of my favorite bands; Bikin Kill is a perfect example of 
chicks getting out there and doing it. Their great lyrics 
just make you wanna go out and kick some guys ass :). In 
all honesty, I think it's really amazing when chicks are 
everything that they should be. We all shouldn’t have to sit 
back and let guys run things. No one is even telling us to 
sit back; it's just something grrls do.. .a lot of us sit behind 
our boyfriends, more like a decoration than anything else. 

What I’m saying to some of you girls is that 
sometimes it's your fault! Take power in yourself and 
show the type of person you should be. Women in music 
is an amazing thing. Okay, here's the part where I get 
called a hippie once again: Janis Joplin was an amazing 
women. Sure, before she started making money she was 
a prostitute and stuff, but she was her own person. Joplin 
was with men, but always called her own shots and sang 
her heart out about personal things — and she could drink 
any guy under the table! She may not mean anything to 
any of you, but she was amazing in her lifetime and she 
inspired a lot of women to be themselves. 

There are other women to look to for 
inspiration, like Joan Jett, Patti Smith, and the grrls from 
the Runaways. It's still great to go to shows and see grrl 
bands. I’m not saying guys don’t make good music or 
anything like that, or that all men are pigs or anything; I 
may be slightly into feminism but I'm not psycho. I just 
think more grrls should be their own people cause I think 
some of us could really make a difference if we just tried 
to. 

If you’re going to get out there and start a band 
or something, don't end up like Britney Spears or any of 
the other pop tarts. Don't use your body to sell records, 
and write songs that mean something.. Be real about it. 

I mean, there is nothing wrong being sexual, but don't be 
fake to attract a male following — that is definitely not the 
way to do things. I cannot stand grrls like that, and there 
are so many of them. Hi, I’m a bisexual, now will you be 
my boyfriend? 

Be true to who you are. Don't act a certain way 
just to make yourself more attractive; you're better off 
having people like you for you than for things you've lied 
about. For instance, I knew this one grrl who would 
change her image for whomever she was dating. She was 
a punk for the style, a nazi skin for some other guy, she 
was a rave grrl, a thug grrl, and I don't even quite know 
what she is now. I won’t mention names but some may 
know who I’m talking about. She is one of the nicest girls 
I know, but she needs to be herself, not what people want 
her to be. 

Get out there and make a difference. And just 
because you’re a grrl, that doesn't mean you can’t pee 
outside! BREAK YO HIP 
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Under the Volcano: You've had some pretty big lineup changes in the story. Albini is an obvious influence, sure 

past two years or so, care to comment? UTV: Is the mention of Strontium 90 in the album's title an allusion to 

Will Scharf: I think that lineup changes are inherent in doing the Rock nuclear fallout? My friends and I have discussed what we'd do In the 

thing. As people get older, their priorities change. I think it all has to do event of a cataclysmic event-such as nuclear war or the abrupt shifting 
with how committed you really are to THE ROCK. of the continental shelf-and I think we all kind of agreed that we'd 

UTV: How did you end up playing drums for Craw? secure a K-Mart, ilbcause K-Mart has everything you’d need In the 

Will Scharf: I wound up playing for Craw because Neil [Chastain, event we were all forced to play Road Warrior, from bicycles, to food, 

previous drummer] had some scheduling conflicts that wouldn't allow to clothing, to hunting equipment. What will the members of Craw be 

him to do a big tour they had coming up in the fall of ‘95. So Rockie doing when the end comes? 

[Brockway, guitar] called me. We were already familiar with each Will Scharf: Laundry 

other's playing, because we had sort of a side project going in UTV: Some of the lyrics from "Caught My Tell" are copped from the 

Cleveland with, of all people, Chris Smith from Keelhaul. But at that Minnesota Multiphasic Personality Inventory, a test that requires trueor 

point, we weren't Will or Chris from Keelhaul. We were just Will and false answers to statements like "I would like to be a florist." Is the 

Chris. Keelhaul didn't exist yet. interest in psychology a lark, a profession, or just a passing interest? 

UTV: Mike Callahan plays some guest guitar on this record; how'd that Joe McTighe: Ever since a friend of mine took the MMPI, I’ve been 
come about? deeply suspicious of the conclusions drawn from the MMPI, and 

Will Scharf: We were at Mars Studio recording the record, one of the therefore wanted to put it in a song. 

songs was an old song, and Dave McClelland — dear departed second UTV: Before I go to the dentist to get my teeth cleaned tomorrow, I'd 

Craw guitarist, who now lives in New York — had a real cool part in the just like to say that yes, it’s safe It’s so safe you wouldn’tbelieve it' 

song, that we felt was missing Mike stopped by the studio to drop Will Scharf: I believe everything 

something off, so we railroaded him into playing the part UTV: Speaking of dentists, mine always charges me an extra $50 for 

UTV: What were the circumstances around Craw landing a record on that thing they always do at the end of a cleaning; y'know, when he 

HydraHead? kinda grabs ya between the legs, then asks you to turn your head and 

Will Scharf: Keelhaul was playing a Metalfest in Worcester, cough. Is he ripping me off? 

Massachusetts. We had recently recorded a 7" with the Hydras, and Will Scharf: No You are being molested. You should enjoy it while 

had agreed to record our next CD with them as well. So, during this you can 

test thing, Aaron Turner asked me what was going on with Craw. I told UTV: Y’know, I was recently thinking about getting me a new pair of 

him we had a new full-length ready to go, but weren't going to tour kidneys. Is there a place you could recommend that might gimme 

anymore. Ever. He said he wanted to put it out. I asked him why. He better than book value for my old pair? 

said he had no idea. So they put it out. We still don't know why. Will Scharf: Fred's House of Batteries on 14th and Center 

UTV: Despite Craw existing for over 10 years and being respected by UTV: What specifically inspired the song "Chop Shop"? 

so-called "critics, 1 ' the band is always still kinda surrounded by an Joe McTighe: I knew someone who had to have her kidneys replaced, 

impenetrable dark mist, is the mystique intentionally cultivated, a so I developed an emotional reaction to the procedure of organ 

defense mechanism shielding sensitive-but-tortured souls, or are there replacement So after reading reports of the Chinese ripping organs 

more malevolent forces at work? out of half-dead petty criminals I was compelled to use the reports as 

Will Scharf: The only malevolent forces were those keeping us on the lyrics. 

road constantly and not being able to pay our bills. The impenetrable UTV: Drugs: An exciting, time-tested alternative to the boredom of 

dark mist was the clove cigarette smoke from the five kids comprisgX healthy living, effective when coupled with Intense psychotherapy, or 

the crowd at that show in Chapel Hill. ™ inspiring mental colonic when writing songs, like . .err. "Drugs"? 

Bands: If you are respected by critics, quit. You will never Will Scharf: The Chevaliers du Tastevin is a remarkable organization, 

make any money, and your refrigerator will at all times contain nothing its ranks filled with members of the french academy, foreign 

but condiments. ambassadors to France, generals, Nobel Prize winners, industrialists, 

UTV: This is your first album without guitarist Dave McClelland, and doctors a typical supertarget is approximately 180,000 sq ft but not 
long-time producer Steve Albini; is exploring unfamiliar terrain every school official is in favor of this noxious trend. The festival 

liberating, or is it the stuff of panic attacks? And — if it's the stuff of started in 1990. when Kutz threw a party and found a band that could 

panic attacks — could you recommend a medication that might work for play a few Zappa songs. What is needed now is legislation at the 
me ? national level, laws with enforcement teeth. The majority of things were 

Will Scharf: Xanax. Ritalin. Crack.. . I think our sound is much more easy to assemble, even for the 13 and 14-year-olds 

focused now. I don't know if that has to do with being a four-piece, or UTV: Over the last few years, the increasing popularity of bands like 

just the stuff that is being written. But the music is different, for sure. Dillinger Escape Plan and Converge might mean that there’s now a 

As far as production, I think we were all in agreement that larger audience for Craw as well. Am I right on the money here, or am I 

we wanted a more direct sound, whatever that means. Just something just making my delusional thinking public? 

different. I think it's the best-sounding record we’ve done Bill Will Scharf: Well, how many people are gonna read this thing? I think 

Korecky s stuff tends to have more of a Metal flavor to it, and I think that "going public' requires an audience of at least 10. I don't thrnk that 

thats sort of what we were after, just production-wise. Also, I think a Craw will ever have an audience, but it is funny that when we were 

smaller drum sound works better for us, because our drummer has a doing our thing, touring and all, there were about three people that 

tendency to be a bit busy at times. So, it's a little clearer sounding. gave a crap about us Or. should I say, in the immortal words of Mr 

Also, the bass speaks better To me, at least. Albini, "the marketplace had spoken " And now that we haven't toured 

There were certainly no panic attacks. We’ve been working in years, and have no intention of touring ever again, we're getting 

with Bill for about 10 years, in various projects. I've recorded with him more press and stuff than we had the entire time we were active. I may 

about a million times, with a million bands, so we both know each be exaggerating, but I know I'm not far off the mark 

others deal pretty well. Err, to answer your question, no. I don't think their popularity 

UTV: Would it be fair to draw comparisons between your lyrics and will have anything to do with us at all, but I should say that I 'm on tour 

those of, say, Big Black or does the additional Albini comparison made with the Keelhauls right now, and the Craw discs are indeed selling 

there kinda annoy you? I say this because both bands tend to write in It's scary. 

a sort of fragmented first person about semi-disturbing subject matter UTV: In closing, how badly does Math Rock suck? 

Any thoughts? Will Scharf: It’s the worst X 

Joe McTighe: Let's just say I've always enjoyed re-telling a good 
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The Exit is your new favorite band, whether you've heard them yet 
or not. They are a rare gem in the crown jewels of modern-day Punk 
Rock, and with their debut full-length freshly sprung upon the public, 
they'll have everyone dancing to their New Beat [Some], which 
blends Police-like dance rhythms, '60's Garage Rock, and Power 
Pop that only the likes of The Doughboys have been able to execute 
in recent memory. The band took time out of a busy tourii 7 
schedule to answer my questions and to give you lucky readers a 
peek into the best kept secret in Rock today !-McClernon 

UTV: Tell me how the current lineup for the Exit got together? 

Ben Brewer: Well, 

Gunnar[drums] and I 
had been playing 
together for years. We 
did some music just for 
fun. I went up to school 
and realized that I really 
liked what Gunnar and I 
were doing, so I went 






looking for a permanent bass player so we could keep jamming. I met Jeff, 
who’s dope at the bass and happens to have an amazing voice, too. So we 
just went from there. 

UTV: So Jeff, when you joined the band, were you still playing drums for the 
Vigilantes? 

Jeff DaRosa: No, I was playing bass guitar at the time when I met Ben. The 
Vigilantes were my old band. 

UTV: One thing that I constantly hear about when I play the new record for 
people is how great Jeffs vocals are, especially from your female fans. 
Though you did no singing for the Vigilantes, did you know you were blessed 
with a croon to melt the hearts of the young ladies? 

Jeff DaRosa: That’s fucking retarded. That’s cool that people think that but, I 
don”t know. "A voice to melt the hearts of what?” 

UTV: Along with the smooth vocals, Ben's guitar playing is also of note, as it 
seems to take from many different influences, ranging from The Police to 
even Jawbreaker. Who would you say your guitar heros are, and how difficult 
is it to blend such a variety of style so effortlessly into one song? 

Ben Brewer: Gunnar’s motto is “feel it” so that's what I try to do. “Keep it 
smooth” is my motto, so I try to do that shit too. 

UTV: As a band whose members each bring their own unique talents to the 
table, is there a certain process the band goes through when trying to put a 


complete song together? 

Ben Brewer: It’s always different. But nothing comes together until we all 
work on it. We always have to spend time with a song to understand it. 
Sometimes a whole song will be written and we’ll just work on the music until 
it feels right, like “Worthless.” Some songs we write all together on the spot 
from an idea. "When I’m Free” was like that. I guess it’s always different. 

Jeff DaRosa: Ben and I sometimes write together, sometimes apart, and we 
live together, so we show each other the ideas when they come up and then 
we work it out with Gunnar during practice. Gunnar’s great at hearing the 
whole song. 

UTV: So, as young men who grew up in New York City listening to the 
anthems that Walter Schriefels and Sammy Seigler created, what was it like 
for you when they approached the band about putting out your record on 
Some? 

Gunnar: Gorilla Biscuits was one of my favorite bands growing up, so it’s 
really cool. 
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Ben Brewer: The whole experience is pretty incredible, just because it's so 
awesome to be a part of a record label that is founded by guys who love and 
create dope music. I hear that you deal with a lot of bullshit at other labels and 
it’s cool to be part of something that feels pure. Those guys are great. 

Jeff DaRosa: It was different for me ‘cause I didn’t follow Quicksand; I came 
from more of a Punk Rock scene. But once I found out who they were and 
what they did— and do — I was like, “yeah.” 

UTV: Did you think from the outset that New Beat would be met with such 
rave reviews from both audience and critics alike? 

Jeff DaRosa: Alright. We didn’t think anything, it’s just what happened. It 
was a very fast thing recording. 

Ben Brewer: The whole thing is a blur. I really only remember it from 
pictures. I think we felt tired and excited. I remember trying to nail some stuff, 
but mostly I can't recall. We didn’t really consider anyone else. We only had 
four days, so it went by pretty quick. 

Gunnar: Yeah, I did most of my tracks on the first day. 

UTV: Thus far the Exit have not released very much as a band, and yet you 
have garnered a loyal following. Is this newfound success and loyalty 
somewhat overwhelming? Do you think it will be hard to live up to? 

Ben Brewer: It's not overwhelming ‘cause we’re not “big." 

Jeff DaRosa: The following we’ve got is from the touring we’ve done. We 
toured this whole year, so it's exciting. But, it’s not overwhelming, it's only good. 
Gunnar: And when you sit in a van all day, you might as well sound dope for 
the 25 minutes you’re up there. 

UTV: What was it like to work with Daniel Rey on New Beat? 

Gunnar: I liked that he was open to our ideas and brought the best 
performances out of us that we could give at that time. Also he’s so laid back. 
He’s the same in the beginning of the day as he is at the end. He smokes. 

Ben Brewer: It was great. He’s become a real friend. He really helped us 
with vocals. He was always behind our ideas, saying, “Go for it.” Like, he 
wasn’t trying any tricks, we were just like, “Let’s get it down on tape.” 

Jeff DaRosa: It was really cool ‘cause I grew up listening to bands like the 
Ramones. He’s really calm and collected. 

UTV: So if you had to choose between the two, the studio or the open road, 
which would you take, and what does one have that the other just can't hold a 
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candle to? 

Ben Brewer: I’d rather be in the studio because it’s such a creative 
environment. 

Jeff DaRosa: I couldn’t choose between the two because I love them both. 

But being on the road doesn’t hold a candle to recording ‘cause the recording 
is where it all goes down. 

Gunnar: I guess the road... I don”t know. 

UTV: As a band that seems like they live for touring, what are some of the 
places and bands that you would love to play at and play with again if you 
have the chance? Also, how do you find the time to even write new material, 
let alone record a record with such impact as New Beat ? 

Ben Brewer: We like playing with our friends The Ghost, and the Lawrence 
Arms in Chi-Town. Breaking Pangaea in Philly. The Stryder, Coheed, Rival 
Schools, and Glassjaw in New York. The Velvet Teen in Berkeley, and Rx 
Bandits in So Cal. The best thing about the road is the friends. 

Gunnar: True. The road is great, but it’s harder to work on new music. This 
band’s all about trying to move forward musically. But it’s also like the road 
has made us tight. We just try to work on new music whenever we can; 
during soundcheck, if we get one. Like in Flint, Michigan we always try to 
sleep at the club and play all night. 

Jeff DaRosa: We write a lot of music walking around. Ben and I both do. 

We bring songs in and work on ‘em, jam it out. Record it to 4-track. That’s 
what we’ve been doing right now during our off time. Or we’ll go out to our 
friend Peter’s house and do some demos. Whenever we’re home, we’re 
creating. 

UTV: As a band that actually seems to be doing something original, does it 
seem there are still some people out there who just don’t get what you're 
trying to achieve, both musically and lyrically? 

Gunnar: Yeah, but it’s bound to happen. 

Jeff DaRosa: Either you get it or you don’t. If you do, cool. If you don’t, whatever. 
UTV: Thanks for doing the interview guys. Good luck on the road and come 
back to New York soon! K 





Keepsake’s Black Dress In A B Movie [Fearless] is a stunning 
combination of Hardcore and Rock that every kid should own. The 
Florida band’s hyper-talented frontman, Shane Halpern, answered 
my silly questions via email. Thanksl-Skullboy 


Under the Volcano: You guys started the band when you were only 16; a 
few years later, you're still putting out records despite some pretty hefty lineup 
changes. Looking back over the last few years, are you amazed that the band 
still exists, or was there never a doubt that Keepsake would be doing what it is 
right now? 

Shane Halpern: Actually I'm pretty surprised that we are still together. This 
band has gone through a lot of shit but myself and the remaining members 
are working very hard not to keep things moving. 

UTV: You obviously liked Eulogy as a label-because Keepsake released 
three records on Eulogy — but stylistically Keepsake is sort of an odd band for 
that label. Did John Wylie do anything out of the ordinary for Keepsake, taking 
into account the band’s different stylistic approach from much of the Eulogy 
roster? 

Shane Halpern: Not really. He treated us like any other band on the label. 
Eulogy has expanded from just putting out hardcore releases. For example, 
The Unsung Zeros from Orlando. 

UTV: How'd you end up signing with Fearless? If you had to cite a major 
difference between pre-Fearless and post-Fearless, what would it be? 

Shane Halpern: Fearless was tight with our former booking agent and at the 
same time they had an interest in us. We began to talk to them and a few 
other labels after fulfilling our Eulogy contract and decided that they would be 
best for us. The biggest difference now with Fearless is the support we get 
from them. Tour support is a big help. They also are doing a great job with 
promotion. That’s something that we never really got before. 

UTV: The name of this record is Black Dress In A B Movie ; how is the album 
title significant? Is this a "theme" record? If so, how so? 

Shane Halpern: Three out of the four of us are big Misfits fans. The 
inspiration comes from them. I really don't want to give it away. I'll kind of 
leave it at that. "B" movies and 50's movies also tie into the name. 

UTV: "Engaging War" has a very ‘50s style feel to it; are band members fans 
of that era? Is the vibe on that cut intentional, or something that just came 
out? 

Shane Halpern: I'd say we all love ‘50's music. Without it there would be no 
punk music really. Punk really gets it's roots from that era. The song definitely 
has influence from that era with us thrown in the mix. 

UTV: There are strings in "A Raindance Narrative;" do you think that touches 
like this might alienate your fans in the Hardcore scene, or is this record 
Keepsake's Siamese Dream , a "fuck you, we’re doing what we want" 
milestone on the road to superstardom? 

Shane Halpern: Not at all. Any Keepsake fan would know that we've done 
stuff like that from the beginning. On our first CD there is an acoustic song 
with strings. We all know that there aren’t really any boundaries anymore in 
punk music and we're doing what we've always done. We write music the way 
we want and however it comes out it comes out. 

UTV: A lot of your songs kinda delve into the pathos of the whole boy/girl 
thing, but you guys are — well, kinda cute, and extremely talented. I'd imagine 
the girls would be lining up three bodies thick to get close to you, actually. I 
mean, thing whole "sensitive" angle is really just a ploy to get chicks, right? 
Admit it! 

Shane Halpern: Actually on Black Dress... there aren’t a lot of sappy girl 
songs like there were on some previous albums. There's a lot of politics and 
other personal issues on this CD. There are a few relationship songs still 
though. 

UTV: Seriously, a lot of Keepsake's lyrics are pretty downcast. In general, is 
Shane just a miserable bastard with masochistic tendencies, or a genuinely 
tortured soul? And — if a tortured soul — what tortures you? BESIDES women, 
I mean. 

Shane Halpern: I am definitely not a tortured soul, whatever that means. 

The only thing that tortures me right now is not being out on the road playing 
our music. That sucks. Everyone goes through relationships and the 
problems that go along with them. I happened to write it down. I don't even 
like a lot of the old lyrics. I think the new album shows a maturity in lyrical 
content and I’M NOT MISERABLE. 

UTV: I once heard that Albert Einstein had several sets of suits that were all 
exactly the same, because Einstein claimed he didn't want to use his brain 
deciding on what clothes to wear everyday. I've also heard that Einstein 
boffed Marilyn Monroe. Go ahead, close your eyes and picture it. Does it 
gross you out, or what? 

Shane Halpern: No it's actually kind of cool. If he did "boff' her as you say, 
he did it because she was a lot smarter then people thought she was. Nice 
last question. Thanks for the interview! Contact us at Joonsboy@aol.com 
Visit us at www.keepsake.com K 
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Nihilistics is a Long Island Hardcore Punk band with an especially dark 20-something 
year history behind them. They’ve released their latest EP, Al-Qaida Detonator, on 
their own Visionary Records. Beginning with singer Ron Rancid’s very first response, 
it’s obvious that the Nihilistics ignore all boundaries, want no friends, and make no 
exceptions. Guitarist Ajax Lepinski only compounded my feeling that something is 
horribly awry. 

As disturbing as most portions of the interview are, it needed to be 
published. Yes, it‘s shocking, yes, it’s agitating; but what also emerges is the candid 
portrait of an often brilliant, always uncompromising band fueled by a philosophy so 
brutal it’s a wonder that any of its members live to tell the tale. -Black 

Under the Volcano:. In the past 20 years you've encouraged people to kill 
themselves, proclaimed "Fuck the Human Race," and had MSNBC question you about 
the Columbine killings when they found out the FBI was investigating the band 
because of the lyrics to "Love & Kisses" and a link to the Nihilistics page on the 
Trench Coat Mafia web site. What happened with the whole FBI thing? 

Ron Rancid: One thing that must be mentioned about any Nihilistics songs or lyrics 
is that it can be taken in both the literal and figurative sense. But that is up to the 
interpretation of the listener. The beauty of the Nihilistics is that we — both singularly, 
and collectively, as a band — are empowered to write from the horrors of the day to day 
injustices that we call our society, world, life and or existence. We write giving both 
social and political commentary combined with the genius of black humor — or 
gallows humor — as you will. Nothing is sacred, no one is immune, no subject matter 
escapes us without impunity. Every song does have a basis in some form of reality. 
Once again, the beauty of the songs is the fact that they primarily belong to us and are 
very personal in nature. The songs have many meanings, to us as a band, and to 
listeners alike. As always, we have asked people to exhibit some form of due 
diligence and really think as to what the meaning is. We are not here to entertain you, 
even though many do derive some form of pleasure from our songs, regardless of 
what that may be. Nihilistics was conceived to be — and continues to be — a vehicle of 
expression for us. If the listener understands it, fine; if they do not get it, fine too. If it 
offends, well, that's great. If you hate us, even better! Love us or hate us, we do not 
give a fuck. We derive an emotional response from the listener. We get into your so- 
called heart and soul, right into the core of your being. We are provocative and 
thought-provoking, like it or not! Our works are universal, and know no boundaries. 


other networks. I sat there and had a good chuckle. I did not respond to any calls or 
questions from the press. Just the authorities, under supervision of my attorney. I just 
can’t believe or should I say I "can believe" how the media whores went after Marilyn 
Manson and KMFDM like that. You know how our government and legal system is. I 
learned along time ago to keep my mouth shut. Name, rank, serial number, that’s it. 

Let them hash it out. Its not part of my world. I have a real hatred of lawyers and what 
their purpose is — no offense to our guy. Your retainer is in the mail, scumbag! Hey, 
fuck the human race and fuck the Nihilistics! 

Ajax Lepinski: The FBI interviewed us separately. They called my job looking for me, 
which almost got me fired. They were very nasty to the receptionist and told her that I 
was a dangerous person. They caught up with me in front of my apartment and were 
obviously taking their jobs a bit too seriously. I couldn't stop laughing at their TV 
detective attitude and they threatened to "take me in" if I didn't stop laughing. Finally, 
red faced and sputtering like wet firecrackers, they gave up, and I never heard from 
them since. 

UTV: Has the hatred subsided, even a tiny bit? What are some of the things that 
made you this way? 

Ajax Lepinski: Every morning I wake up cursing. For me, it's the alarm clock that 
make me angry. I couldn't care less about other people. 

Ron Rancid: No, it hasn’t, and it never will. At this point I do not know if the word or 
term “Hatred" is appropriate. At this juncture in our so-called “career,” we are all- 
knowing. We view and understand the world as how it really is. So, if you say we are 
full of hate, well, it is beyond that. It is a fire borne of contempt and disdain for all. 

Even you ... even us! There is not one isolated incident or thing. Just look around 
you, interact, read a newspaper, look in the mirror; I think even the simplest of minds 
will understand what I am saying. And, if not, I envy your ignorance, for your ignorance 
is bliss! No one will ever — and I say ever — understand what the Nihilistics are about. 
We are a way of life, and undying idea. To some, we may even appear as a theology 
for the modern world. I really hate ...[laughs] ... hate the idea that we must explain. 
Listen to our music, read the lyrics, read the liner notes. Judge for yourself. We are in 
you, we are part of you, you may not realize it at this moment. But one day you 
certainly will. By then, we are sure it will be too late for you. We are part of every 
human that walks or exists on the face of this sick pathetic vapid joke called earth. We 
are intrinsic to you! So our best advice? Embrace the Nihilistics. The human race 
continues to provide us with the ammunition to carry on. 
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Many have aligned themselves with our songs over the years. The songs have had an 
impact on their lives, whether positive or negative. If you interpret a song like the 
Nihilistics classic "Kill Yourself' — which countless Punk Hardcore bands have 
covered over the years, which has just been re-recorded and released on our Al- 
Qaida Detonator CD — then commit suicide, well, that’s fine with us. I will laugh my 
balls off. No one has ever understood, guessed, or realized the true meaning of that 
song. 

Columbine? I laughed till I cried and pissed in my pants! 

Let me explain something here, a little lesson from the social pariah Ron 
Rancid. “Do not fuck with anyone unless you know who you are fucking with and 
understand the consequences”! A very simple lesson. I'm sure throughout the 
Columbine shooters’s past, other classmates harassed, harangued and brutalized 
them both physically and mentally. So payback is a bitch isn’t it? I know the feeling 
they had. I have experienced the same, but I’m kinda like a big, ugly, strong guy, so 
not that many people fuck with me. They do behind the scenes, but rarely to my ugly 
face. I personally have always stated that if anyone has an issue with me, tap me on 
the shoulder punch me in the face and we can take it from there. I also enjoy a good 
debate from time to time. But Columbine simply illustrates that the mind is very 
fragile, life is fragile, so in essence a human being can only take just so much until 
there is a meltdown. Read the lyrics to the Nihilistics song “Frankenstein’s Monster” 
for some insight. The incident is also relevant and relates to the corporate world, 
politics, foreign relations, just to name a few. I mean take the serial killer from Long 
Island, Joel Rifkin. In our BrainEater Records days, good of Joel was working in the 
warehouse. I would go there to pick up records, promo items, and the other workers 
would place a sign on his back reading “Kick Me." I mean, the guy went through hell. I 
would tell the other workers there to leave him alone, I always liked the underdog. But 
I sensed that this individual will one day get his pound of flesh. They poor guy was just 
working a minimum wage job. All he ever did was mind his own business, look a little 
different, and drool somewhat. To me I view this as the ultimate in Poetic Justice! 

Getting back to your question, what I have been told is that Eric Harris 
bought our Nihilistics 13th Anniversary CD and we autographed it for him at his 
request. See, we are nice guys! He must have added a link to our web site. Yes, the 
authorities rousted us a bit, but our lawyer was involved. I really can't give you to much 
information on this Rich; I’m sure some form of litigation may be pending. Everyone 
likes to sue and make money, you know? If you like, I can have you speak to our 
attorney. At your cost, [laughs] I may have or may not at one point responded to a 
letter from him. I was told I did, but I have never seen the document. We did get some 
free promotion from this event. They had our web site pages up on MSNBC and a few 


UTV: Have you never owned a puppy? Are you incapable of love? 

Ajax Lepinski: Puppies shit too much... too much work. As far as love is concerned: 

Most women don’t think oral pleasure is having sex so, while you’re at home fixing 
their car, they're out blowing their hairdresser. Even after years of claiming that they 
love you, women have the ability to dump you in a second just because you lost your 
job. As long as they keep putting out and doing my laundry, I'm in love. I'm not being 
sexist, just practical. Maybe I'll get a puppy. 

Ron Rancid: To be brutally honest, I like —I’m not saying love, but I personally 
like— animals over people. I do not think I possess this for lack of a better word, this 
“quality” or "mechanism" to love. Love is an abstract thought to me. Define love 
anyway? I did have a dog as a youth, once. I remember smearing grape jelly on my 
genitals and asshole and having the dog lick it off. So I guess that would be a 
relationship? ... Is that L-O-V-E, Rich? 

I do enjoy some pussy from time to time. But that is only a need. Some girl 
once told me I have the biggest dick in Punk Rock — or did she say I was the biggest 
dick in Punk Rock? My tastes in sex are rather bizarre, to say the least. I’ll give you a 
scoop, Rich, Yes I did have sex with the dead. Real dead human bodies. It was when 
I was a full-time embalmer. Perhaps even some of your readers’s loved ones! So, that 
question has been looming over my head for many a year, and now the public has an 
answer. And you know something? It was good — real fucking good! Many may 
perceive this as sexist, but it is not. Just honest brutal reality. 

UTV: Nihilistics has always been one of those bands that blur the line between reality 
and myth. You live over the line, with no limits, from the gross-out cover art of the 
Vaginosis CD to last year's alleged carving of the word Nihilistics on someone's 
tailbone during a drug-bender in Mexico. I don't know what exactly to believe, but I 
know — I KNOW — that a lot the things you discuss in your lyrics — explosive violence, 
incredible misanthropy, gun-lust — are for real. How is it that you're even alive, let 
alone running your own label, Visionary Records? And how the fuck have you avoided jail? 
Ajax Lepinski: After being shot at with everything from small arms to artillery, there 
ain't much else that's going to scare me... especially Mexican cops. If there is one 
thing that I learned from my ten months in Rhodesia (1977-1978), it's that staying alive 
is just dumb luck. Visionary records and the Nihilistics keep me busy. Idle hands 
make for devil's play, you know. 

Ron Rancid: Rich, if it wasn’t for this band I would be the most infamous and 
notorious serial killer to date. Anyway, I think cover art is just as important as the 
release itself. There should be no limits whatsoever. I cannot stand the ever-so- 
popular form of mind control known as political correctness. I believe everyone 
deserves to be heard no matter what they are saying, no matter what their message 
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may be. If someone erected a billboard saying "Nihilistics Suck,” or went on a anti 
Nihilistics campaign— which many have done and still continue to do, including 
politicians, religious leaders, punks, record labels, record distributors, magazines, 
fanzines et al, you all know who you are— I will endorse that person’s right to do so 
with my last breath. I do not wish to refer to our government, but I am a firm and 
staunch believer in our First Amendment right to free speech. No matter how hurtful, 
no matter how silly, no matter how hateful, no matter how harmless. Everyone 
deserves a forum. Whether you're a punk, sXe, peace punk, communist, Nazi, middle 
class, no class, hardcore, skinhead, gay, black, white, male, female, activist, racist, 
sexist, religious, it must be all inclusive. And if you're a NIHILIST ... then you’re the 
best! Even the Nihilistics deserve a say! Our lyrics are real Rich. Do you think we do 
this for money? The Nihilistics are real, sincere and honest. Brutal truth! Why? 
Because our society and world is brutal. I, for one, would rather hear the most awful 
truth than the sweetest lie. Yes, our core beliefs are rooted in Nihilism. I will not go 
into a philosophical tirade at this particular time. Many ask “Well you're so negative, 
why don’t you just go kill yourself, woo woo woo ... blah blah blah?" Because, you 
know something? The public’s reaction has kept us alive. We are here to make your 
existence even more of a living hell then what you think or perceive it to be. In due 
time. Rich, I am sure we will meet horrible and horrific ends. In the meantime, we are 
here to help you all along, to have you all realize and find your own personal hell. We 
are truly the Alpha and Omega of humanity ... the beginning and the end!. Violence, 
hatred, and misanthropy are just the by-products of the Nihilistics. Our label and band 
are the vehicles for our expression. We have a vast and fanatical listener base. You 
cannot imagine the people who listen to the Nihilistics. From every walk of 
life — celebrities, killers, and people just like you and me. We have influenced a slew 
of other bands. Generations of punks and hardcores, rockers, freaks and fucks, you 
name it. We sell tons of records, more than or equal to any genre-related band you 
can think of. But we could care less And you know something? It all adds up to 
zero— complete and simple nothing! We do not pander to record companies, 
fashions or trends. We are fucking real! You mention in your question that you do not 
know what to believe; no one can hide from our wrath, so use that fucking pulsating 
morass that you call a brain! I, for one, like what you do. I think Under the Volcano is 
one of the best out there. I’m not kissing ass here, my friend; I'm just paying you a 
compliment, and I do not do that often. You know us! It’s all true. It’s all the collective 
horror of years of degradation, subjugation, and mounting shame. Once again, l 
cannot go into the subject of “guns” and “jail ." We will not admit nor deny that we 
possess guns, have been arrested, or spend time in jail, or even been institutionalized 
in a mental facility. Do some research, for it is all public knowledge. All I know is that 
all of the aforementioned add to the horror of the Nihilistics. 

Ahhhhh, so you want to know about Mexico?. 

A girl, a whore, a two bit porno actress, [name withheld], claimed that I 
had injured her in some way, during a drunken and drug-induced sexual 
encounter. .She is a filthy liar! And she has been proved so! She made claims that I 
carved “Nihilistics" or “Ron Rancid Was Here"— something to that effect— in her ass. 
I’m sure you are in possession of the same information and letters that I am. Feel free 
to print it if you like along with my reaction to this. To keep it brief, she assumed that 
she can turn a little profit by some harmful and slanderous accusations. She was 
under the impression that we are pop stars. She doesn’t have to much up top. I am 
referring to brains, not breasts. I would even conclude that she may be a bit retarded. 
She made phone calls, sent letters and emails to various people. She did have the 
backing of a group of people, unknown to me, who guided her along. As soon as her 
attorney realized that she was in no uncertain terms full of shit, he did a complete turn 
around. I do have the documentation and formal letters of apology from her and her 
lawyer. Anyone who knows me will understand that I am not capable of such 
sophomoric and amateurish game playing. I play for real! But we did have a 
“professional encounter." It was on a movie set. The trip to Mexico was witnessed by 
two other people who were in our company at all times. They did sign affidavits to that 
effect, thus indemnifying me. She did cause me a little discomfort. To be honest, I 
thought it was a prank or a joke someone was playing on me. People like to fuck with 
the Nihilistics. They get a charge from our attitude toward life. If you want my gut 
instinct on this issue, I believe it stems from or has been endorsed, if not 
manufactured by a well-known, long-running punk fanzine. Enough said, I don’t want 
to be wreckless with words like that so-called rag. Its just all Rock n’ Roll, [laughs] Get 
it? 

UTV: You've just released an EP called Al-Qaida Detonator on the one year 
anniversary of September 1 1th. Do you think terrorists will even understand the lyric 
"Suck my American pecker?" 

Ajax Lepinski: Who cares if they can't understand the lyrics. Fuck them! "Al-Quaida 
Detonator" is a patriotic American song written by and for Americans. Osama bin- 
Laden is nothing more then a sociopath with money. He pays sexually frustrated 
morons who can't get laid to do his dirty work. In the mean time bin-Laden kicks back 
in his base camp and bangs all the crazy bitches who worship him— Colonel Kurtz 
ring a bell? What more would a guy want? Osama gets to play the big cheese, has 
plenty of willing p*ssy and he gets to boss around an army. Sounds like fun to me! I 
don't like calling them terrorists, I like to call them what they really are: moron- 
asshole-psychos! bin-Laden is nothing more then a financially pumped up Charles 
Manson. 


Ron Rancid: Well, I think anyone regardless of being a terrorist, a nun, the president 
or whoever will understand that particular lyric with a c*ck in their mouth, especially if 
the one supplying the c*ck has the lyric book which has been enclosed in the CD. You 
know everyone sucks America’s c*ck. And they love it and subscribe to it. The United 
States should change its name to USA, Inc. We are all cogs in the wheel, wether 
you’re a punk, a politician or just Joe fucking average. Rich, the Nihilistics are, and 
you are. We all play our roll in this feted rollercoaster of life. I think will be one of the 
most controversial Nihilistics releases to date. People will never get it. It has been 
written to make people think. People will cast dispersions and use it for their own 
agenda. I can’t wait to see all the feedback. I think people will accuse the Nihilistics of 
being racist, but that is not the case. Nihilistics would never sink so low as to partake 
in simple racism. Now, if we are talking about Inter-Stellar Genocide and the 
complete reunition of man, well that’s another thing! I have a question for you and your 
readership: Why is it that when you see family members on television, all teary-eyed 
talking about lost love ones they always have nice things to say? I mean, no one says 
“Yes, I knew him, and he was the biggest prick or c*cksucker," "She was a real ball- 
breaking c*nt". "What a slut and shitty mother she was" ... “Boy, I am glad he or she is 
dead"... “More air for me to breathe” ... You know, shit like that? I guess they are all 
holding out for the big pay day!! mean, I lost some people I knew there. Johnny Heff 
from the Bullys was a great guy — I will miss him. But If any of the Nihilistics were on 
fire, no one would even pull out their dicks and piss on us to put us out! like WO 
always said, humanity is just a vile genetic garbage dump. Well, you know 90% of the 
dead made an incredible income {laughs] f'm not gonna say what's on my mind now, 
for it will truly be taken the wrong way! 

UTV: Do you think that Nihilistics might be positioning themselves to be the targets of 
terrorists? What precautions, if any, have you taken to prevent this? 

Ajax LepirtSki; We talked about the Salman Rushdie phenomenon. But, you know, 
sometimes you have to take a stand and put yourself in the line of fire. I just hope that 
if we do become the target of a terrorist attack, I hope that I can get my hands on the 
c*cksucker long enough to snap his fucking neckt 

Ron Rancid: Is this a serious question? I would personally welcome that. I think true 
comfort is in the grave. We are more concerned by all the threats we get from the 
Christian religious zealots, Nazi groups, IRS, FBI and other government agencies, 
including the so called Punk Hardcore media. It’s not a concern. Are we scared? We 
fear nothing. Fear death? I embrace it on a daily basis. Death is a release from the 
grip of this mad self-inflicted parade of pigs trying to get somewhere in life and life’s 
general toady servility. We can all handle ourselves. We have been for mar y years. 

We do have a Nihilistics Security team which we use from time to time, mainly to 
protect our equipment and to ensure our show is not impeded. But, if we get a 
genuine threat, or if a venue we play gets a threat, we use them. I think that as a band 
we are scrutinized by so many people, factions, and agencies that if someone wanted 
to get to us it may not be stopped, but someone will definitely witness our demise. 

Hey we don't really give a fuck. We are not here to make friends. 

UTV: A lot of people in the punk scene are of the opinion that what happened on 
September is the logical extension of America's imperialism in the Middle East 
through duplicitous foreign policy that benefits only the incredibly wealthy. Your thoughts? 
Ajax Lepinski: America's whole plan is to use everyone else's oil first. When their 
supplies are exhausted, we will still have our Alaskan, offshore and mainland 
reserves, which, to this date, have been hardly touched. The rest of the world will be 
thrown into chaos while we become the main source of oil. It's us or them, and I say, 
"Fuck them!". 

Ron Rancid: Thoughts and opinions are different. My opinion? Well, you know the 
old saying “opinions are like assholes, everyone has them and some are shittier than 
others.”. Well, I must admit I am from another school of thought; I am a Nihilist. But 
your statement rings true. Not just in this instance, but as a general philosophy, and a 
never more true reality. Its not just the USA; it’s humanity as a whole. It’s common 
human behavior. Logic? Define logic and its application. It's not an active form of 
“imperialism;" I think it comes more from want, greed, jealousy, avarice from other 
nations. I have been all over this stinking world. People are just people, with intrinsic 
faults. Every nation wants what America has. And what do we want? OIL. The 
lubricant of choice for the fucking of the American people and the so called "civilized 
world". Better than K-Y any day. I am such a shallow prick that I don’t give a fuck how 
many people have to die in order to put gas in my car or keep me warm. Government, 
Foreign Policy and Democracy? It just a fucking mockery!. It's the same old tired 
story, the same rehashed bill of goods bought and sold to people all over the globe. 

It’s not new. It’s not current. It’s what our forefathers had in mind all along, and today 
man just perpetuates the lie. America founded on religious freedom? My miserable 
ass. Money is God! It was founded because some English fat cats did not want to pay 
old King George taxes. Is there really an Osama? Did a man really land on the Moon? 

Are there really Nihilistics? Did the USA knock those buildings down? Kinda early for 
an attack, those buildings were near empty. I would have waited until they were full 
and got more bang for my buck. The faster they put a fucking shopping mall at 
Ground Zero the happier I will be. All I know is my opinion means shit, yours does, 
and the opinions of people everywhere is just plain fucking null and void. 

Nothing — and I mean nothing — will ever change this society or world that we are 
forced to live in. It’s far, far too late for any form of positive change. Just like those 
planes, it’s a downward spiral, full speed into the abyss. I can’t change anything, you 
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can't, no one can. No matter who the fuck you think you are. Your activism, thoughts 
and opinions are shit. Your voice of reason and change fall on deaf ears. This is not 
the ‘60s where a little public opinion may count. This is the horror of real life, tragic 
and brutal, and we are all a part of it like it or not. You’re programmed to accept it, 
you’re programmed to smile as you’re force fed a diet of shit, and you smile after each 
and every swallow. Some may bellow and bellyache “Well, let's try to enact some 
change, let's protest." Face it, no one is or ever will listen to you. It’s over. It’s too late. 
Your social leaders are bullshit. Your politicians are bullshit. And the saddest fact is 
that you, the public is bullshit! And you can’t even smell your own putrid stench! The 
mechanism for disaster and oblivion is in place. I will simply sit back, enjoy it, and 
laugh my pimply ass off as the befuddled masses scream in unison at their fate. Fuck 
the rhetoric, The World Trade Center attack, in my opinion, was perpetrated on the 
world as a whole. What about “Punk Hardcore imperialism"? [laughs] It is commonly 
practiced in the Punk Hardcore community. Everyone is looking for that big crossover 
record deal, journalists— or alleged journalists— slag off bands for no apparent 
reason... or, shall I say, no apparent reasoning goes into their slagging review. They 
spend more time and effort thinking if they should supersize their fucking value meal. 
Distributors attempt to corner the Punk Hardcore market. Big Punk Hardcore 
businessmen. Here is some more news for you. You can sleep well at night. As long 
as the Nihilistics are in existence, Punk and Hardcore is not dead! You know, Rich, im 
getting sick to my teeth with this interview! I could go on forever. Fuck the Middle East. 
It’s been like this forever, and it will never change. If it wasn’t the Middle East, it would 
simply take place somewhere else. Maybe the UN can work something out with Israel 
and some third world nation and just swap fucking land. Like two children fighting, 
separate them. Israel to Mexico, Mexico to Israel, Haiti can swap with Israel, 
something to that effect. Imagine taking the people of Mexico and dumping them in 
Israel and taking the Israeli’s and dumping them in Mexico. Problem solved! 

UTV: There was a picture in the New York Post of the Nihilistics logo traced by hand 
onto a piece of dusty rubble from Ground Zero, apparently by someone running away 
from the collapsing Towers. Do you know the story behind the picture? 

Ron Rancid: No. I think it was just a fan. I really do not like the term “fan." Let’s say a 
listener. I have no clue other than that. It was in the Post. So I can only assume that 
the photographer or reporter researched Nihilistics and came up with that particular 
quote. Other than that, I don’t know or really care. It’s nice to know people think of us 
as death nears! 

UTV: There's one edit of "Al-Qaida Detonator" on the EP that refers to Arabs as "sand 



niggers." Throughout the band's 20 year career, this is the first time I know of your 
material containing racist content. I'm not sure if you're actually flag-waving, or 
making fun of flag wavers while remaining in character the way some of Albini's song 
storylines went. Dare I ask? 

Ajax Lepinski: Thank you for noticing that we have never included any racist content 
in our 20 year career before. We are not racists in any sense of the word, and if any of 
you can think of a better word to call these shithead-bastards, please let us know and 
we will re-record the song! 

Ron Rancid: Well you asked and I shall answer. I am not a racist nor are any of the 
Nihilistics racist. As I mentioned earlier, it is beneath us to subscribe or endorse 
racism. It is such a simple concept. We are not that simple. I hate the human race 
equally. As i think every human being is a criminal or capable of crime I feel the same 
way about racism. Everyone is capable of it. It is part of the human makeup to be 
racist. It is natural, it is a fault we all have. To practice it is another story. Tell me, you 
or one of your readers or anyone else never had a racist thought or feeling in their 
lives? If you say NO you’re a fucking LIAR! I can count my so-called friends one both 
my fingers and toes and they all come from different backgrounds, races, religions, 
sexual orientations. Please stand corrected, for you said “Al-Qaida Detonator” refers 
to arabs as sand niggers. I see that quote nowhere in the song? Is this your “opinion” 
of the song? Understand I will and must tread very carefully here. I hate to be 
misquoted. Remember, people do not really understand us, and frankly I think many 
may never. I really do not give a shit what people think, but understand I am making 
somewhat of an effort to be cordial and explain the song without giving it away. There 
are people out there looking for any and every opportunity to harm our reputation. This 
witch hunt has been in effect since the conception of the Nihilistics. I’m starting to feel 
you are fucking with me somewhat, or trying to get me to say something out of 
context. I hope that’s not the case for your sake, Rich. It’s easy for some people to 
just dismiss us because they have not a clue to what we are about. To me that is 
blatant prejudice!. In the question you pose you also mention “racist content”? Mere 
words or a misperception of those words does not deem a song racist. Define for me 
your idea of “racist content.” If someone has an issue with the word “nigger” or the 
phrase "sand nigger," I'd ask them to immediately proceed to a mirror and take a good 
long hard look, for the issue is really within themselves. I can just see people turning 
“Al-Qaida Detonator" into the "Louie Louie" of this decade. Remember what people 
thought of the Kingsmen song? It really doesn’t matter anyway, people will think what 
they want. Remember people are just that ... people. I am no flag waiver. I am actually 
far from it. At this particular time in my life I do enjoy somewhat my physical 


surroundings. I prefer Long Island over any other place in New York. I prefer New York 
over any other state in the union. I prefer the United States over any other country, but 
I do like Italy very much. I have no conception of patriotic feelings, for the most part. 
Would I fight for this country? No. Will I kill you if you try to rob me or cause me any 
form of physical harm? Yes, in a fucking Second. I am not the kind of guy to join an 
army; I am a very lazy, I like to sleep late. But if our government offered me a position 
as, let’s say a paid executioner or as a torture consultant, if the working conditions 
and remuneration were good, I would most likely accept the position. I am told that 
Guantanamo Bay is very nice in the springtime. You mentioned “storylines"? Every 
Nihilistics song has a basis in fact. Yes, our songs do tell stories. There is a portrayal 
of a character in "Al-Qaida Detonator.” That’s all about the song, okay? I’m getting 
bored with it already. Bottom line, whatever we do, you do or anything anyone does ... 
years from now it will mean shit. Just get it through your thick skulls out there, for the 
last fucking time: the Nihilistics are not racist. There is also no shame in being 
Nationalist or loving ones “c*nt-try". Nothing really matters does it? 

UTV: Throughout the band's history, you've been very anti-government. With 
government crackdowns on militia groups, etc., in the last 10 years, has the band 
been targeted as well? I mean, the Nihilistics — and their audience — could probably 
qualify as a militia group. Why WOULDN'T you be targeted? 

Ajax Lepinski: Any one with half a brain would be better off tending to their own 
backyards then bothering with us. First of all, we aren’t “anti-government,” we are 
"anti-asshole." If the government is being run by assholes, then we will be against 
them. If the government is being run intelligently with the interests of the majority 
properly being looked after, then we will be all for the government. You can't operate a 
society without a government but, we want our government to be run without 
corruption. 

Ron Rancid: Sure, we are a target. We are a target for many groups, agendas, 
causes, the press, critics and or agencies. What is most disturbing is that we are a 
target of the so called punk hardcore subculture underground. When you’re honest, 
sincere, and do not subscribe to PC — not a computer, you lunkheads, Political 
Correctness and every other counter culture revolutionary’s idea of “feel good 
politics" — of course you’re a target. If you don’t think like them they go after you. I can 
really give two shits, but enough already. They aren’t worth my time or the sweat off of 
my balls. In the big picture of the Nihilistics they mean nothing to us and are 
worthless. See, in today’s world I can't answer a question like this the way I would 
really like to. I can say, for an example, “Kill your parents;” now we are fucking 
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responsible for every scummer who laid his parents to waste. Look at this article here: 
it states the Nihilistics promote teenage suicide, [laughs] On a serious note, I have 
seen the Nihilistics listed on various web sites stating that we are a hate group. What 
fucking bullshit. Utter crap. I can share a funny story with you. About three weeks ago, 
the Secret Service dropped by. I sent a few thousand coupons for Depends adult 
diapers to the Ronald Reagan Library, to the attention of “Baby Ronnie,” you know, the 
whole Alzheimer’s thing. They just asked why I did it. I said because I am sure he 
needs them. He lays in bed and shits himself right? They made a face and left. Some 
of our ads have the phone number to the White House; ask for George 13th caller 
gets a free Nihilistics CD or T-shirt. Hey, we do have a sense of humor too you know! 
Nihilistics listeners and our audience are the best! We have a tremendous loyal 
following, and over the years it continues to grow. People from all over the globe, all 
walks of life, and its very unique mix. Ages from 12 to 60. Some may say our listener 
base is like a militia. It’s strong, it's fanatical, and it could be dangerous. I really take 
offense though, to that comparison. Our listeners know the truth. The truth about cold 
cruel reality. They live it, they breathe it. They are like us. I'm just curious how many 
people out there love to hate the Nihilistics, and cant bring themselves to admit that 
indeed they do listen. 

UTV: Maximum RockNRoll has recently refused ads from Visionary Records on the 
grounds that Nihilistics and Visionary Records promote sexism and racism. How do 
you respond to these charges? 

Ajax Lepinski: I think that people should do their homework before they finger point. 
Once again, we are “anti-asshole,” not racist or sexist. Obviously, the new people 
running Maximum RockNRoll haven't done their homework and they don’t deserve to 
get any free press here. 

Ron Rancid: Pure and complete unadulterated bullshit. First of all, MRR is not 
relevant. They claim to be “anti-establishment," but in reality they are the 
establishment. They are as threatening and controversial as a fart in a wind storm. 
They will fold very soon. We made an offer to acquire therm. Anyway, an ad was sent 
and they rejected it, mainly due to the Vaginosis cover art. The art has a human 
vagina on it. It also has a scratch and sniff label. Arwen Curry said the vagina offends 
her. We made adjustments to the ad. I spoke to them from time to time. Then they 
said that "Al-Qaida Detonator” is racist. Imagine not hearing a song or seeing lyrics. 
Arwen and Mike can read minds? I asked to be fair.. .but they just hung up on me. 
Those telephone tapes may one day make a great introduction to a Nihilistics song! 
Nihilistics has been here before MRR and we will be here long after MRR. Imagine, in 
a city like New York, you can’t even find a copy of it. There are some great writers on 
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the MRR staff. Maybe they will work with you or Hit List. The review policy stinks. We 
never gave a shit if people slag us off, but at least put some effort in a review. In 
closing, I would just like to say we had the story up on our web site for a while. I tell 
you it s 100% a personal attack on the Nihilistics. It must have something to do with 
this Mexico question you asked earlier. You know the world is a small place. One day 
the paths of Nihilistics will cross that of Arwen and Mike from MRR. We will resume 
our little chat then. I hate when people cut me off after voicing their opinion, and do 
not let me finish mine. 

UTV: You've found a rhythm section and started to play out live again. Any plans to tour? 
Ajax Lepinski: I can't speak for the rest of the band, but if you want to see the 
Nihilistics perform, get up off your ass, save a few bucks and come to New York 
Ron Rancid: Yes, but I think we’d rather record than tour. This is the greatest period 
in the history of the Nihilistics. Listen to Ajax play that motherfucking guitar! Pure 
genius. No one — and I state no one — can compare to him. No one can play a fucking 
lead like him.. Ajax has redefined Punk. Tommy [Kennedy] is plain fucking great. That 
man is blazing fucking fast and doesn’t miss a note. He rapes that bass. Karl 
[Bateman] is an intense stoic type drummer. Tons of creativity. Give him a bag of 
dope and he can make miracles happen. One of our last shows between songs he 
inserted a drum stick halfway up his ass and he didn’t even grimace; that's pure 
fucking talent. Me? I am a talentless fuck that's about it. Yes, we will be touring soon.. 
UTV: At a recent CBGB's gig, onstage you had an urn containing the ashes of a kid 
whose last wish was to see Nihilistics in concert. By the end of the set, the ashes 
were all over the stage. I heard that after the show, when the kid's dad threatened to 
sue the band, you pistol-whipped him. True? 

Ajax Lepinski: I don't know. I was so drunk I can't remember. 

Ron Rancid: Now who the fuck said that? The ashes yes; the beating, no. Lawsuit? 
Burial suit! But I bet he did deserve a beating anyway!. No Nihilistic laid a hand on the 
guy. He must have just gotten mugged or some shit. You know, here for once, we try 
to do something nice, I think. A kid croaks and his family wants to have some of his 
ashes scattered at CBGB's during his favorite Nihilistics song, "Love & Kisses.” He 
was from Japan and he liked us, but never got to see us play live. Now we have 
people, families, all these letters, phone calls and emails asking if we can do the 
same for others. We are the Nihilistics, a band, not some fucking cremated remains 
internment service or the fucking Make-A-Wish foundation. We did it two or three 
times at shows. We are gonna start charging for this fucking service now. If you 
cremate a family member you never gave a shit about anyway and get bored having 
your so-called loved ones on your fucking mantel, call us and see if we will 
accommodate you. Just don't send us an urn or a box or a plastic bag with junior, 
wifey or grandpa in it! We have a ton of your relatives ashes in our studio. If we get 
one more, we are just gonna throw your loved one in the fucking garbage where they 


belong. That’s what you should have done in the first fucking place! Yes, the ashes 
where all over the place, the video of it is fucking classic! The audience was in horror. 
Human ashes are safe to handle, I must add. I even tasted some myself. We did not 
pistol whip some guy. If someone is touting that, it’s just bullshit. Anyhow use logic; 
why pistol whip him? Have a gun, use it. 

UTV: We live in the age of the New Robber Barons, greedy corporate CEOs that are 
addicted to wealth, and who accumulate that wealth at the expense of the working 
class. In closing, please describe in detail how you'd like to see the CEOs of Tyco, 
Enron, and WorldCom punished for their crimes. 

Ajax Lepinski: I’ve always been all for bringing back gladiatorial death matches. 
Everyone on death row in prison gets to participate. If they survive twelve matches, 
their death sentence is reduced to life in prison. I say, we put all these piece-of-shit 
CEO c*cksuckers in the arena and let them be slaughtered on national TV. Just think 
of all the delighted citizens! 

Ron Rancid: I do not belong to that world. I think the working class should do a little 
due diligence and see what they are investing in or, at a minimum who they entrust 
their money to. The working class is looking to make a quick buck. It's pure greed on 
all sides. I tell you the truth: if I was in that type of position I would rob you fucking 
blind. If I shake your hand, you’d better count your fucking fingers to make sure they 
are all there! If I was elected President I would push the button. They just do not target 
the working class. Thievery on that level knows no bounds. It's time for the American 
people to be a little more responsible. Rich, I have a bridge to sell you, you can erect 
a toll booth and make a fortune. The American people are so blinded by dictated 
status symbols and the desire for wealth they fall prey to anyone who has a scheme. 

Is it the American dream — or the American nightmare — that is ambiguous and 
interchangeable? Punishment? Elect them to public office, the congress, the senate, 
the White house. That is the real penitentiary for corporate criminals. Everyone is a 
fucking criminal, no matter how casual your crimes may be. You, me, all of us. Take 
their wealth, that I’m sure is the ultimate shame for people like that. In the big picture 
it all means shit because after all of your hard work, ambitions, and sweat, you just rot 
in the mud!X 
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Bill drinks. I drink. We met at The Model Cafe in Allston, where all the 
rockers hang out. It was really loud. And some drunk with very few teeth 
kept vehemently agreeing whenever Bill said something strong. Which he 
does a lot, ‘cause Bill's a straight shooter and doesn't pussyfoot around. PC 
pansies can get their flowered panties in a bunch. Bill's gonna say what he 
needs to say, pay his bar tab, and go back to work -Hefflon 

Under the Volcano: You started Rodent Popsicle basically just to get your 
own stuff [Toxic Narcotic] out, right? 

Bill Toxic: ‘Cause no one else would, yeah. So we started off with a joke- 
named Punk Rock label just to release our first 7", and then a friend of ours, 
Colin Day, drew the logo and that was that. Someone came up with the 
name— I forget who — and it stuck. The lettering and stuff was a high school- 
style Punk Rock drawing on notebook paper. The first release we did was 
Toxic Narcotic’s 7", Populution. That was in '92, I think. The next things we 
did were an August Spies 7" and Supakine 7", which was Ska-Punk, but 
kinda rootsy, ya know? 

UTV: Did the other bands come to you ‘cause you had good manufacturing 
prices, or distro, or what? 

Bill Toxic: August Spies basically self-released their own record — meaning 
they paid for it ‘cause I was broke — but they put the Rodent Popsicle logo on 


it. Toxic did the second 7" on a German label, but we re-released it on Rodent 
Popsicle after their first few pressings sold out. They only did a few thousand 
copies, and none of us could get it here in the States. 

UTV: Did you have distro to stores? 

Bill Toxic: No one would buy our shit ‘cause we sucked. The only people 
who'd take our stuff were really underground punk labels and bands who we'd 
trade records with. So we'd go on tour with a big box of other bands's records 
to sell. Believe it or not, we sold 5,000 copies of the first Toxic 7". It sure 
wasn't the best musically, but we got some die-hard fans in the Crustpunk 


community who loved the lo-fi garbage we put out. After the first couple 
records, I kinda took the label over, ‘cause community efforts usually end up 
with one guy doing all the work. Most of the bands did their own thing as well, 
'cause any DIY Punk band that you help will usually help you in some way in 
return. When they went on tour, they sold my records, that kinda thing. 

Record trading is how a lot of bands — not just punk bands — got their start. 
UTV: How many releases have you done now? 

Bill Toxic: Our 60th is being mixed now, a Rhode Island band called the 
Midnight Creeps. 

UTV: Are most of the bands from the Boston area? 

B:They were until about a year ago, then I started doing a few bands outside 
of Boston. But mostly Boston bands, bands we play with a lot. 

UTV: So you kinda have a slice of Boston punk history on your label. 

Bill Toxic: Yeah, at least from the mid '90s on. 

UTV: Have most of the bands broken up? 

Bill Toxic: Yeah. And the bands that've broken up are either out of print or 
really close to it. 

UTV: Are most of your bands one-off deals? 

Bill Toxic: Most of the bands, we don't even have anything on paper, it's just 
trust. But some of the time, it's good to have it on paper so you can remain 
friends 

UTV: So you started as 7"s; did you ever 
do cassettes? 

Bill Toxic: The first Toxic 7" was put on 
cassette with about 20 minutes of extra 
music, the rest of the session. Rodent 
Popsicle's pretty much always focused 
on the harder end of the Punk spectrum. 
Pretty much. The harder stuff and, well, 
the more genuine stuff. I've put out a lot 
of bands that weren't Hardcore or Thrash 
or Crustpunk, but they’re genuine. One 
might look at Mung as Punk Pop, but the 
lyrics are really intelligent, they're a 
mainstay Boston band, and a couple of 
the guys are friends of mine. So someone 
might see them as California, melodic- 
style Punk, but this was their unreleased 
stuff that they wanted to get out there, so 
I put it out for them. And some of my 
bands, guys who used to be in really 
brutal bands, are now playing the kinda 
Punk that's influenced by Turbonegro 
and Dwarves and stuff like that. And I'm a 
fan of that style ‘cause I love Rock n' Roll. 
Someone once said that Rodent Popsicle 
puts out music played by punks, even if 
it’s not punk music. 

UTV: When did you switch from 7"s to 
CDs? 

Bill Toxic: In the early '90s, CDs were 
still kinda new. They weren’t really that 
cheap to put out. These days— not 
counting recording costs — it costs about 
the same to release a CD as a 7". I've 
been working with the same vinyl 
company, United Record Pressing, in 
Nashville, for a while now, and they treat 
me right. I've heard some complaints, but 
it's usually ‘cause people are idiots and 
send them stuff wrong, [sarcastically] If 
ya read the directions and send them the 
shit right, changes are you'll stuff II come 
back right. 

UTV: What was your first CD release? 

Bill Toxic: It was a Toxic Narcotic release of all the previous 7"s. Brilliant, 
huh? Yeah, let's convert all that shitty music to digital... But again, we sold a 
ridiculous amount of those. It was called People Suck. It was put out before 
the song "People Suck" was even written, it was just a general sentiment. I 
think that was '95. Maybe. 

UTV: What was the Toxic Narcotic release 89-99 about? 

Bill Toxic: That was all of our favorite songs from that time period re- 
recorded so it didn't sound so shitty. Obviously it sounds a million times 
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better, and it's the way we play those songs now, as opposed to the way they 
were originally recorded. Well, maybe they're just faster... But that's our 
drummer's fault. 89-99 is actually the first 12” vinyl we did, too. 12" cost so 
much to put out, it's ridiculous, and very few people buy it. But Toxic sells 
about 8000 CDs and 2000 12”, so that's the balance. Most of the bands I put 
out, I struggle to sell 1 000 copies of their CDs. But the bands are on the road, 
and they sell them there, so it all adds up. I find that vinyl sells way better on 
tour than in stores. Sending all our shit over to Europe ahead of time was a 
nightmare. Right, ‘cause postage is cheap these days, right? Put it this way, 
1000 12" LPs filled our van, top to bottom. Now, consider Led Zeppelin sold 
like 500,000 in pre-orders, so consider all the UPS guys working and packing 
trucks, just for the pre-orders alone... It's ridiculous when you consider the 
weight and the scale on that level. 

UTV: So you do the label full-time? 

Bill Toxic: My whole life is immersed in music. I run the label, Toxic plays 
shows three to five shows a week, and I record some of the bands as well. 
We recently hooked up with Richard Marr, and he'll probably show up later 
tonight. He mixed the Toxic Narcotic record, We're All Doomed, that just 
came out on Go-Kart, he did the Thumbs Up record that’s about to come out, 
he did a Profits 7", and we’re doing the Midnight Creeps with him. All the 
bands say it’s the best recording experience they've had. He knows how to 
make the bands sound good, he does it for a limited budget, and he's got a 
great ear and a great attitude. He'd been working with Indie Rock bands until I 
brought him Punk bands, but from now on, unless a band lives far away or 
wants to work with someone else, I'm recommending that all my bands go 
through him. 

UTV: You originally started the label in Newton, but now you live in Allston? 
Bill Toxic: I moved to Newton in, like, sixth grade. We originally lived in the 
city, but my dad got a job with the Newton Fire Department, so we could 
afford to not rent an apartment here. So we might've been poor by Newton 
standards, but my parents could afford to buy me a bass guitar, and I've paid 
for everything since then. 

UTV: How old were you when you started the label? 

Bill Toxic: Twenty-two, maybe... 
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UTV: What are a few of your more high-profile releases? 

Bill Toxic: Well, aside from the Toxic stuff, we put out the first Unseen 
record, and we put out the Global Threat records that most people know. 

They also did one on Mark Unseen's label, and they did one on GMM that 
they didn't really promote, but a lot of people say the record I put out is when 
they started to come into their own. Crash & Burn have really started to build 
it up, and Tommy & The Terrors have built up a good following. Most of the 
good underground distributors carry us, but I don't have major distribution 
‘cause I don't trust anyone. I'd rather give the CDs to punk rockers than give 
them to a distributor who's going to sell them to punk rockers, and then screw 
me out of the money. When Rotz folded, everyone got screwed. You wanna 
know how much I lost? Nothing, ‘cause I never dealt with them 'cause I didn’t 
trust them. 

UTV: The label seems to've picked up in the last year, at least visibility-wise. 
Bill Toxic: I decided to take it seriously. So the first thing I did was to 
advertise like a motherfucker. And I use everything I have to push the whole 
label forward. Hell, I don't do hard drugs anymore, so I gotta spend my money 
on something [laughs], Man, I’ve been on benders that cost more than 
releasing 1000 records, so this doesn't bother me one bit. All I do is drink 
now, and in the world I come from, that is sober, ya know? People ask me if 
my sales are supporting all the ads I run, and it's like "Fuck no, but you know 
who were are now." K 
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TIME IN MALTA 

DAN McCLERNAN 



Every once in a Mobile a band comes along that breathes more than just a little life into a particular genre 
of music, and the ardent fan not only respects it , but cherishes the effort. San Francisco's Time In Malta is 
that band for modern day Hardcore. With their much anticipated full length A Second Engine recently 
released on Equal Vision , droves of people will be scouring to their local mom and pop record stores to 
obtain this piece of genre-bending Hardcore. So read on to learn more about this unique , inspiring three- 
piece from the Bay Area. For once , you can believe the hype.-McClernon 
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Under the Volcano: Did the Indianapolis punk scene play an integral part in 
Time In Malta’s formation? And why the move to San Francisco? Better 
scene, more opportunity, or just kind of a change of pace? 

Todd Gullion: Well Chris, Sander [Leech, drums], and I all did play in bands 
back in Indianapolis, so in that way it did influence us. But the funny and 
ironic thing is that we didn't move out here together! And we didn’t move out 
to San Fran to start a band together, either. We had never played together 
before, but life is weird that way and what was not expected became a 
beautiful thing to us. Maybe it’s synchronicity. Lately, Eric [Alexander], who's 
from Seattle, and Jesse [Hayes], who's from SoCal, have been playing 
[drums and bass] with us, so we can't be called a "Hoosier Transplant Band" 
anymore — even though we never were! 

Chris Lyon: We decided to move for all the reasons you listed above, but 
mostly for a change in pace of outlines. San Francisco just has so much to 
offer, especially for younger folks. People will take more of a chance out here. 
It doesn’t matter if you have stretched earlobes, tons of tattoos and an 

eyebrow piercing you can still be a bank teller if you want! The 

restaurants out here rule too! 

UTV: This is somewhat of an odd question but. ..Time In Malta is a three- 
piece, which is somewhat uncharacteristic for a "Hardcore" band. So 
basically, how the hell do you rock out so fucking hard? I mean, there are 
bands that could have five guitarists and a friggin’ choir and still not measure 
up. 

Todd Gullion: Thanks for the compliment! I must say we've never been shy 
about turning up the volume knobs on our amps, and that always helped. 

Also, it helps fill out the sound when the guitar and bass play counter 
melodies, which was a strategy that worked for us. Lately, on tour, we have 
taken a bass player out and I’ve just been singing, so we’ve moved past the 
three-piece dynamic, which I think has opened up a new world for us. 

Chris Lyon: We’ve definitely enjoyed being a three-piece because it makes 
some aspects of writing easier, but we wanted to free Todd up live to give us 
a different energy on stage and bring people in a bit more, which really 
worked well this last tour. Trios have certain mystique, but we aren’t going to 
hold ourselves back in becoming a better band just to hold to the original 
amount of members. Hell, if we were best as a six piece, that’s what we’d try 
to achieve. I think four [members] is perfect though. 

UTV: When people think of San Francisco and the Bay Area, their first 
thoughts often head right to Lookout Records and Pop Punk, but that 
description wouldn’t apply to Time In Malta, nor would it accurately portray 
Breathe In, another Bay Area Punk/Hardcore band. Is there a musical change 
going on in the Bay Area, or are there just a few bands trying to break apart 
from the pack? 

Chris Lyon: There really isn't too much going around here that sounds like 
we do. That said, there are lots of bands doing different things out here. 

There is still a really strong punk scene here, with lots of bands going in 
different directions. No one sound is really THE sound from this area. 
Everyone is doing it a little differently, but still keeping a certain sense of 
community. It doesn’t matter to us what kind of bands we play with, as long 
they’re just good bands. The Punk Pop scene will always be big here, but you 
also have a really strong Crust scene, a Screamo scene that has never really 
gone away and tons of other bands that are either crossing over genres or fall 
between different scenes. It makes things a bit more interesting that way, I 
think. 

Todd Gullion: I that think if you’re not from around here it's easy to have 
those thoughts about the Bay Area, but I’ve found it to be very eclectic in its 
taste. But, you are right about our particular style not being very represented 
on the west coast. But this has been good in some ways for us, because we 
stick out like a sore thumb! [laughs] 

UTV: Speaking of Breathe In, Time In Malta did a split CD with them as the 
first release on State of Grace Records. How does your brand of Hardcore 
complement Breathe In's? Also, in your opinion, how do you think these 
songs stand up to your recent full-length, A Second Engine ? 

Todd Gullion: When Breathe In asked us to do a split we were super excited 
and appreciative. They are a great bunch of guys and play their hearts out. I 
think the awesome thing about the split is that we don't sound exactly alike. 

It’s a bummer on a split when you can’t tell when the band changes! We 
really needed something fresh out since the EVR slab wasn't coming out for 
quite a while, and I think the bands complemented each other really well. I’m 
really happy with our songs and I feel they stand up to the new record. The 
song “This Revolution" was going to be on the full-length to begin with, and 
"Rekindle" and the cover "Pink Moon" could just have well been LP songs. 
UTV: You recently released your highly anticipated full-length on Equal Vision 
Records. Are you happy with the finished product? Is this the record you've 


been wanting to make, or is there still room for improvement? 

Todd Gullion: Well, I have to say that we really were dying to make that 
record and we poured our souls into it. Thanks to a lot of help from our 
engineer, Aaron Prellwitz — and everyone who chipped in to make it 
happen— -we are very proud of the record and we stand by it. As far as 
improvement, of course we hope to make the next record— and any 
after — better. We always want to continue to evolve and grow. 

Chris Lyon: We were really happy with how this record came out, especially 
after taking a little time away from it. When you’re so involved with it for so 
long you can’t always get the whole picture, you know? After not listening to it 
for a few weeks, I went back and put it on, and was really happy with what we 
accomplished. It had been a long time coming, and I think we really conveyed 
what we were going for. Even though we’re not at the stage yet, we’re really 
excited to start writing again. The last few songs written for the last record 
just went so smoothly, we felt like we could've just kept going and written 
another album then and there. 

UTV: In regards to the lyrics, one thing I really enjoyed seeing in Time In 
Malta was that a Hardcore band with so much anger and pent up frustration 
could still have a positive outlook on life and the world around them, and even 
write songs about love and relationships, something that is rarely, if ever, in a 
typical Hardcore band's lyrics. Who writes most of the lyrics, and where do 
your inspirations stem from? 

Chris Lyon: Todd writes 90% of the lyrics. Occasionally, one of the rest of 
us will come up with something that will either be used in its entirety or [that] 
Todd will use as building blocks. We’ll make small edits in the studio or as 
we’re writing, but Todd’s pretty much the man. 

Todd Gullion: Music in all forms can have many different functions. I feel 
lyrically and musically Time In Malta wants to be the band to inspire, touch, 
and uplift those who listen to us; basically pass on the hope that we have 
found and held on to. Anger doesn’t have to be a one-sided emotion that ends 
in negativity or violence or resentment. Anger can be a very strong energy to 
be redirected and focused toward growth, change, and ultimately, love. 

Chris Lyon: Most of the lyrics tend to focus on personal topics but also try 
and reach out in a more universal way. We want there to be a point behind 
the lyrics so that people can get something from them, rather than just talking 
about nonsense. I must say that I think Todd's lyrics are getting better and 
better all the time. This last record has gone into some other subjects that 
aren’t coming from such a personal standpoint, but more of a world view of 
things. 

UTV: I've heard people describe your sound from one end of the spectrum to 
the next. Some say you're simply an energetic Hardcore band, while someone 
else told me you sound like the Foo Fighters at times, neither of which were 
negative descriptions in my opinion. But how would you describe Time In 
Malta's sound, and why do you think your style varies so much from song to 
song at times? 

Todd Gullion: Well there are two sides to answering that. Each time we 
approach a song we are trying to express a different mood, emotion, and idea. 
So ultimately the songs come out being varied. But to us — since they all come 
from us — they don’t seem too terribly different. I think the impressions of style 
differences get a little more blurred if you see us play live. We're a loud, 
passionate, energetic Hardcore band. We're also not afraid to do what we 
need to do to express ourselves, regardless of the pressures to sound a 
certain way. We strive to "think outside the box." 

Chris Lyon: I think our roots are definitely in Hardcore, Metal and Indie 
Rock, but we try to incorporate so many influences inside and outside of 
those genres that what comes out is just a reflection of who we are and what 
we like. If someone who I don’t know asks me what kind of music we play I’ll 
say Hardcore, but if I know that they’re up on this stuff then I’ll tell them Post- 
Hardcore! [laughs] That really doesn’t make sense, does it? 

UTV: On A Second Engine you do a tremendous cover of Chavez's "You 
Faded." Any significant reason for choosing that song, or just the fact that it's 
a killer tune? 

Todd Gullion: You guessed it. It's a great song and they were a great band. 
Chris Lyon: They’ve been an influence of ours for sometime, and the song 
just kinda fit into our style. It’s fun to pay homage to bands you really dig. 

They were one of those bands that we looked at that were crossing barriers 
and mixing up genres as well. 

UTV: Because of the combination of styles that you play, incorporating Punk, 
Hardcore, Emo, and straight up Rock into the mix, you have had the 
opportunity to play with a wide variety of bands, ranging from Ink and Dagger 
and Dillinger Escape Plan to Thrice and Piebald. What do you think are the 
benefits and detractions from playing to a wide array of audiences? Are you 
well-received by all crowds? 
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Todd Gullion: We have been really fortunate to be able to not get 
pigeonholed into a certain cage. I think the majority of people who listen to 
underground music listen and like all sorts of stuff, so our reactions are 
definitely positive. 

Chris Lyon: It’s great for us because it allows us to prove ourselves and turn 
people on who might not have gone to some Hardcore show or some Punk 
show or whatever. We’ve played with Crust bands and Skate bands, and 
Art/Noise bands, and whomever else. It's just nice to be able to go into a new 
environment where people might not have been exposed to you before — but 
they’re open minded— and then you blow their heads clean off! I really like 
winning people over who might not have otherwise given you the time of day. 
UTV: As a band that has toured pretty extensively and played all types of 
shows, what do you think of the state of Indie Rock today? Does it still 
possess an excitement, and edge? 

Chris Lyon: I love it. Of course, I’m one of those people who tend to look on 
the positive side of things. There’s always going to be that cycle of tons of 
good bands, then few good bands and then back again, but it seems like 
there's always something I’m interested in as long as I take the time to look 
around for it. Just when you think it’s all been done, something comes along 
that re-inspires you all over again. The term "indie” is getting pretty stretched 
though, as so many of these bands and labels aren’t really independent or 
underground, as that name suggests. Shouldn’t it be called “Semi-Indie Rock 
or something? How about “Corporate-Sponsored-Indie Rock?! 

Todd Gullion: I find independent music to be very exciting. There will always 
be bands who challenge and excite me. The attitude of "everything was better 
back when" doesn't sit well with me. The fire has always — and will always 
be — there. Things change and evolve; it’s exciting to see it happen, and even 
more exciting to be a part of it. 

UTV: How important is it for you as a band to try and create an original, 
unique musical product? I ask because with so much watered-down, generic 
music rearing its ugly head these days, sometimes it's hard to separate the 
wheat from the chaff so to speak, and I think that with A Second Engine , you 
really accomplished that tenfold. 

Todd Gullion: Well I don't think we consciously say "let's be unique," but I 
think when you do something that is true and honest to yourself, the unique 
qualities of that shine through. As well as the combination of all the band 
members bringing their "selves" to the floor, beautiful things happen. I think 
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art is evaded when everyone is on the page of, "Let's sound like this because 
this is what's popular." It's tempting to want that instant acceptance, but we 
want more than that. 

UTV: You guys just played Hellfest; the annual Hardcore festival in Syracuse. 
I've heard a lot of wild things happen there. How was it for you? 

Todd Gullion: "We had a great time" is almost an understatement. Our set 
was a blast, and we saw a lot of great bands. Also, we got to meet the EVR 
guys face to face instead of over the phone, which was a treat. We got the 
chance to meet a lot of people and catch up with old friends. Monsterfest and 
Furnacefest were wonderful as well. 

Chris Lyon: I broke a strap, a string, and pulled my cord out twice, but I still 
had a great time. We played really well, and had a great time just hanging out 
and catching up with everyone that we only see on tour or while they’re on 
tour. The Hatebreed pit was the most sick ever! It was about the size of a 
football field. When the circle pit started up, we were laughing so hard ‘cause 
the kids on the outside were doing like the 440 or something! It was like you 
had to be 

running track to keep up on the outside. 

UTV: So what plans do you have for touring in support of your new album? 
Todd Gullion: We just got off of a seven week summer tour supporting the 
record. We're going out again in October to tour with Snapcase and 
BoySetsFire. After that, we play some shows including CMJ and Glassjaw, 
among others. Then we're doing a stint with Thrice and Hot Water Music. 
That'll keep us busy for a while. To keep updated with shows, check out our 
website www.timeinmalta.com or www.equalvision.com 
UTV: Thanks for doing the interview guys, and hope to see you back in New 
York soon. Take care and good luck! 

Todd Gullion: Thanks a lot as well! Everyone else, we'll see ya this fall! K 
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200 North Watching The World Die (Da Core. 347 Grove St. McKees Rocks. PA 15136). 200 North play 
an interesting mix of Hardcore and Metal-influenced Punk At times they sound like Dillinger Escape Plan, 
but they can turn 180 degrees and play Iron Maiden-influenced break downs. The vocalist sounds like a 
cross between Jamey Hatebreed. Daryl from Snapcase, and one of the early Revelation Straight Edge 
bands; he, by far, steals the show on this disc. The songs are well-written and Greg, the drummer, lays 
down some pretty hefty parts The bookend guitarists play a mix of Darkest Hour meets Unbroken meets 
screamo While I am not a big fan of the band’s name, I really dig this disc 200 North really reminds me 
of the early ‘90’s Hardcore scene and how so many bands had a chance to go in so many directions 200 
North displays all of these various directions, and manages to utilize most of them extremely well An 
excellent up and coming band.(CD)-Myk 

Annihilation Time (It s Alive /Annihilation Time. POB 6326. Oxnard CA 93031-6326) From the original, 
never-been-used-before Raymond Pettibon artwork, through the opening sounds of “Down the Street." you 
know where these guys are coming from Basically, what you have in Oxnard, California’s Annihilation Time 
is three guys from Fields of Fire, with Fred Hammer of It's Alive zine fame on vocals Skate-Punk in the 
Blast vein This is what Black Flag in the post-Damaged-era would have sounded like if they had retained 
the youthful rage of the Nervous Breakdown era. Dissonant, creative, unafraid to experiment, but still 
absolutely raging I love this CD. Did I mention B last? If you missed these guys this past August on tour 
with Fields of Fire, you missed out indeed The CD is an absolute steal at $8 postpaid to the above 
address (CD)-Kaplan 

Agalloch "The Mantle’’ (The End. 556 S Fair Oaks Ave 4 101-111 . Pasadena CA 91105) I'm a sucker for 
these kind of bands. They lull you into a false sense of security with mellow intros and Folk-derived 
melodies Then the vicious Black Metal vocals kick in The only difference is, the music doesn't kick in with 
the vocals; it stays mellow and even-tempered It's like a yin and yang relationship between the two 
extremes Its like a heaven and hell connection Imagine Samoth singing for Pink Floyd, or perhaps 
Shagrath singing for Deep Purple around the Hush era It doesn’t seem like it would at all fit. but Agalloch 
is so determined to create the ultimate dark atmosphere that they have mastered a technique This album 
really is a masterpiece. There isn’t a band that I could properly compare it to that would do it justice The 
music is dark ambient at it's finest They rely on very few vocal parts, but when those parts kick in, they 
aren't at all what one would expect This is the kind of experimentation one would find on the Cold Meat 
label This is what bands on Projekt and other such Dark Wave labels aspire to be All of you Industrial- 
Goth-Dark Wave kids have a new game in town and it’s nothing like you’ve ever heard before (CD)-Myk 

An Automotive (Six Gun Lover 3203 Overcup Oak. Austin. TX 78704) Ex-members of Sidekick Kato 
Ghosts n' Vodka, and Joan of Arc make up this band They take the most mellow, uneventful. Jade Tree- 
like influences and combine them here to make a despondent Art Rock album At times it reminds me of 
Supernova, (who I love) and then the next second it reminds me of the fucking Chuckle Patch from Magic 
Garden All I can picture is black turtlenecks and berets at CB’s gallery playing to four people Boring, self 
indulgent, and at times sounds way too much like the Grateful Dead for me This was a real effort to listen 
to.(CD)-Myk 

Antischism (Prank. POB 410892. San Francisco CA94141) What is there to say about a band as classic 
as Antischism? They are one of the greatest political Punk bands to exist in America They are one of the 
closest things we have to a Crass or a Clay Records recording artist Antischism was South Carolina's 
answer to New York’s Nausea, blistering fast, politically conscious music with split male and female 
vocals This disc compiles all of their 7”s, their album, an unreleased album, demos, and unreleased 
tracks. The artwork was compiled by John Yates from different aspects of the band’s original packaging. 
This is a fantastic labor of love and has 35 tracks to boot A must own Punk gem that is seeing a release 
on CD for the first time in 10 years A masterpiece, especially for all of you who were too young in 1992 
when they broke up.(CD)-Myk 

Antiseen "The Drastic EP" (TKO. 3216 W Gary St. #303. Richmond. VA 23221) I can't tell you how much 
I love Antiseen These guys have been kicking around for the better of 20 years and yet they still create 
bloody, pile-driving, suplex-giving, three-chord ROCK that doesn't get any better, and for those that 
disagree, there's a shotgun shell with your name on it Not for the faint of heart, only for the true Rock-n- 
Roll fan (CD)-McClernon 

At The Gates Slaughter of the Soul Remaster" (Earache 43 West 38" 1 St. 2™ FI. New York. NY 10018) 
This will be short and easy. This album is one of the three best Thrash/Death albums of all time. Without 
this album there would be no In Flames and the Gothenburg scene would have never blossomed the way 
it has Members of ATG, after their break up, went onto such bands as The Haunted, The Crown, and 
Stance, just to name a few This version is essential because of the fine remastering job that has been 
done to the recording In addition to that, Tomas has added an entirely new booklet of lyrics and liner 
notes. Then there is, of course, the six bonus tracks: a Slaughter Lord cover, a Slayer cover, a No Security 
cover, two demos from this recording session, and a track that didn’t make the album originally. It is a win- 
win situation You get one of the best albums of all time, and it is made better This is a desert island disc. 
It is the highest priority There is no excuse for not owning this album, if you even remotely at any point 
in your life have enjoyed a single Metal riff. Buy it NOW!(CD)-Myk 

Cable “Skyhorse Jams" (The Dark Reign. POB 30666. Long Beach. CA 90853) There is no band on the 
planet that has broken up and reformed more than Connecticut’s Cable When they released their discs 
in the early ‘90s on Doghouse, I absolutely loved this band They were like a cross between an early 
AmRep band and Avail Now, here they are some 10 years later, and they sound like a slightly less heavy 
Alabama Thunderpussy This record is nothing but souped-up Garage Rock n’ Roll with some Metal 
influences Not that this is a bad thing, it is just really unexpected This is the kind of album you would 
expect to find on The Music Cartel or the Arise label these days There are bits of Skynyrd and Motorhead, 
as well as a little psychedelia. This is a decent jamming Rock record, but if you are looking for the Cable 
of old, forget it.(CD)-Myk 


Cadillac Blindside "These Liquid Lungs" (Fueled By Ramen. POB 12563. Gainesville. FL 32604). This 
CD is great! Cadillac Blindside is an awesome Pop Punk band They have very powerful guitar riffs that 
just make the songs incredible Both of the vocalists work very well together, and with the music. The 
recording is good, too! I can't stop listening to this CD For those who don't know about that Cadillac 
Blindside has broken up, I just wanted to say that this was a perfect CD to leave the fans.(CD)-Mega Mike 

Canyon Creep "Hijack The World!" (This Dark Reign POB 30666, Long Beach. CA 90853) The firsttrack 
is an "Intro" and the second track is an instrumental entitled "No Brakes " This album is produced by Billy 
Anderson, who gives Canyon Creep a grungy , desert Metal sound. Fans of L7, Pantera, White Zombie and 
Kyuss will dig this shit. Really cool artwork too!(CD)-Chris Munity 

Cataract "Martyr's Melodies" (Lifeforce POB 938. 09009 Chemnitz. Germany). Thank god this is only five 
songs; I barely made it through the first. I think these guys are from Sweden If you like your chugga- 
chugga Hardcore with insane guitar riffs and sick double bass drumming, this might be your cup of tea. 

It ain't mine (CD)-Chris Munity 

Cattle Decapitation "To Serve Man” (Metal Blade, 2828 Cochran St 4302. Simi Valley. CA 93065) Some 
bands would rather have the past exist forever than move on into the uncharted future. Cattle Decapitation 
has such a sound This band belongs on Earache circa 1987 rather than Metal Blade 2002. It has crushing 
blast beats that actually sound like drums and not machines, highly technical guitar riffs, and vocals that 
sound like Cheryl from the Evil Dead What you have here is Carcass before they ever gave into the notion 
of playing slower The mix on the record is a little off, as the snare drum is just infinitely too loud. It really 
drowns out the rest of the recording The vocals are decent, but the guitars are not loud enough. The 
artwork is by Wes Benscotter, and depicts a guy serving his own innards on a silver platter You can figure 
out the album title from there. While albums like this have been done in the past, it is rare that you get a 
good classick Grindcore album these days; here is one of the best examples you’re going to find For fans 
of early Earache and Relapse bands especially Carcass and Gorephobia (CD)-Myk 

The Class Assassins "State of Emergency" (TKO. 3126 W Cary St.. 4303. Richmond. VA 23221). The 
Class Assassins have their shit together Great Punk Rock sound with group chants straight from the 
streets of where I believe is Canada. The songs have plenty of melody and sing along choruses a la The 
Bouncing Souls but its so TKO at the same time! ! Songs about rising up and overcoming challenge, you 
know, taking on the big guy. If Over the Top starred Joe Strummer instead of Sylvester Stallone, The Class 
Assassins would be the soundtrack.(CD)-Corporate Whore 

Code Seven The Rescue’ (The Music Cartel. POB 629. Port Washington. NY 11050). Code Seven used 
to be a screaming Metalcore act, that at times tried to rip your face off with their music I didn’t care all that 
much for them, as they always sound like other bands to me Now they release what I believe is their third 
full-length, they have just scrapped their entire past. Well, it’s different, that’s for sure What it sounds like 
is a band that was totally unsuccessful at Metalcore switching gears and now trying to jump on the At The 
Drive-In/ Coheed and Cambria artistic tip But, it just flat out isn’t good I hate to see bands do this kind 
of change to begin with, because it means they are just following trends. The psychedelic aspect of this 
album wears thin fairly quickly, as it is done better by bands like Tiamat, and the Art Rock interest just isn’t 
there. Another Pink Floyd wannabe Screamo band that just won’t capture either audience (CD)-Myk 

The Control "The Forgotten EP" (Go-Kart. POB 20. Prince St. Station. New York, NY 100120). Breakneck, 
blistering old-school Hardcore with melody is what the Control is all about! Four songs that left me so 
completely floored that I had to leave it in my car stereo four times straight just to absorb it all. If you like 
American Nightmare, Strike Anywhere or the best Hardcore band to come out of Oklahoma ever, Brother 
Inferior, you'll devour this. I need more guys so please get out a full-length ASAP!(CD)-McClernon 

Council of the Fallen “Revealing Damnation” (Martyr. POB 42323. Pittsburgh, PA 15203). This is the best 
band to come out of Martyr music with the exception of Em Sinfonia, and this has one of the same 
members Blistering Black Metal meets Death Metal in a Darkthrone meets Vader sort of way. The drums 
are punishing and unrelenting There are twin vocalists — one doing death growls and one doing 
screeches — and a pumping bass sound The guitar riffs are fast and super technical, making this release 
totally over the top I was floored by the quality and structure of these songs and the recording is top 
notch I really have to say that I hope Sean makes this his full-time thing, keeps Em Sinfonia as a side 
project, and dumps Broken Hope, because this is light years superior. This is a real find, and my pick for 
this issue's biggest surprise (CD)-Myk 

Cream Abdul Babar "The Catalyst To Ruins" (At A Loss, POB 3597, Annapolis, MD 21403). I am really 
surprised these guys are not a lot fucking bigger than they are, like in the same way that Converge is big 
The music is so fucking intense, just constantly building up and then slowing it a bit sometimes Each song 
is like a journey through hell and back. And fuck, does this guy have a set of pipes!!! Screaming, not in 
the Kill Your Idols way, but in a "help me, I'm fucking dying" sort of way. The lyrics are depressing and fit 
nicely with the eerie quality of the music. Songs about pain, sadness, and emotional darkness Expect big 
things from CAB.(CD)-Corporate Whore 

Dag Nasty "Minority of One" (Revelation. POB 5232, Huntington Beach, CA 92615-5232). The legendary 
Dischord band is back with their first release in a decade This album features Brian Baker (Bad Religion, 
Minor Threat, Junkyard) on guitars, Dave Smalley (All, Down By Law) on vocals with Roger Marbury on 
bass, and drummer Colin Sears. The album was produced by Minor Threat bassist Steve Hansgen and 
Brian Baker, and engineered at Inner Ear studios by Don Zientara What can I say? It's not Wig Out at 
Denko's and ifs not as bad as Four On the Floor It's basically Dave Smalley singing for Bad Religion with 
a little classic Dag thrown in there Try it for yourself.(CD)-Chris Munity 

Darkane “Expanding Senses” (Nuclear Blast, 2323 W. El Segundo Blvd. Hawthorne. CA 90250) This is 
the third album from these Swedes, and their third label as well. This album finds the band at their most 
adventurous to date Stemming from the early days on the WAR label where they played a very traditional 
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Gothenburg style to now, just about every track has a different vocal style. There are times where you 
would swear Tomas Lindberg is on the album, then it sounds like Johan from Arch Enemy; one song even 
reminds me of Barney from Napalm Death At times, the twin guitar players (one who graces the band 
Terror 2000 as well) sound like the back-bone of Slayer and at times they sound like countrymen In 
Flames Peter on drums, who used to be in Arch Enemy, plays a flawless set Mixing from blast beats to 
timed bursts and a healthy amount of cymbals and snare, he illustrates why musicians the world over 
marvel at the Swede’s musical prowess While this album doesn't have the sheer brutality of their debut, 
Rusted Angel, it does show an enormous amount of growth for the band They have not, however, 
stretched as far as In Flames or Soilwork into the clean vocal area and orchestration. This is still pure 
Death Metal, just not so pigeonholed. (CD)-Myk 

Darwin Radio “Brand New Evolution" (Ides Of March. POB 722. Wappinger Falls. NY 12590) Okay, I 
admit it, I was a huge Absolution and Burn fan. I still listen to both of those bands pretty frequently. I would 
guess so does Darwin Radio This album sounds like those dodgy unrecorded Burn songs they played 
live right before their demise in1994. The music on this album is played well, but sounds very recycled 
It has the worst elements of Post-Hardcore, latter day Burn, and Emo and mixes them all together into an 
uneventful amalgam. Then there is the singer He can't and shouldn't, ever, sing There are a few growls 
and screams that are mediocre at best, but his singing, oh man! Obviously, I don't think too much of this 
I'd rather listen to the new Burn recordings, and I really don t like those (CD)-Myk 

Dead Serious “It's What You Can't See" (Thorp. POB 6786 Toledo. OH 43612) Middling youth crew 
tendencies that are solid enough in presentation, but ultimately fail to really stand apart from legions of 
similar outfits. Fairly tired lyrical euphemisms, and a somewhat flat structure and progression through the 
usual builds, breaks, and shout alongs yields little that is truly flooring here, and though the emphatic 
vocal work often suggests a conviction that belies the more mediocre musical elements, the chord 
progressions and structural makeup here fail to elicit anything especially unique Even in a sub-genre 
whose governing principles rest upon an adherence to a rigid time honored structure, Dead Serious fail 
to hit the mark as proficiently as the more able of their spirit of '88-touting peers have (CD)-Ramek 

Death Threat "For God and Government" (Triple Crown. 331 W 57th St POB 472. New York. NY 10019). 
Okay, so the only good thing about this band is that they did an Operation Ivy cover It's "Bombshell," and 
its not done very well But their whole CD is not done very well. Its typical Hardcore blah blah blah, 
government this, government that. It was just weird and surprising to hear that OPIV song come up in 
between (CD)-Chris Munity 

Desperate Measures “It’s On Your Hands” (Youngblood. 217 W Main St.. Ephrata. PA 17522). The slick, 
structured chops of classic youth crew outfits such as Side By Side meld with an unbridled drive and 
enthusiastic energy that is truly unique to this outfit As anyone who has seen Desperate Measures live 
can attest to, the singular, vital punch infused into every fiber of the stylized, classic delivery wielded here 
adds a unique, ineffable feel to an already tried and true presentation Unlike many who tackle such a 
style, this band is exciting and vital as many of their peers are not, and that certain underlying esprit shines 
through in every group shout along, chorus, and breakdown The six songs on this record are certainly 
accomplished in form, but are even more so in spirit. They mean it(CD)-Ramek 

Diehard Youth Without the Kids We Would All Be Dead " (Thorp. POB6786 Toledo. OH43612). Spirit 
of ’88 Hardcore with an ample supply of powerful rhythmic tempo shifts brutal mosh. and a healthy blend 
ofvigorous melody, as well. California’s Diehard Youth offer a gracious remedy to those comparatively stale 
bands jocking the youth crew with an utter lack of conviction. Shout-along anthems that are persistently 
fun and maintain a dogged creativity within the rigid confines of the style are found here, offering a little 
hint of that classic Orange County-esque UC-era penchant for hook-infused chord progressions and 
changeups Strategic shifts between dancefloor bruisers that exhibit an occasional NYHC tinge, straight 
ahead tempo-shifting rippers, and more overtly infectious melodic numbers adds unique dimension to the 
sixteen pile up-rousing selections featured Truly an enjoyable, consistently balanced effort from this 
burgeoning West Coast unit.(CD)-Ramek 

Dillinger Escape Plan with Mike Patton “Irony Is A Dead Scene” (Epitaph. 2798 Sunset Blvd.. Los 
Angeles. CA 90026). This is the band that basically brought Math Rock into the forefront. Mike Patton is 
the man who single handedly made it possible for bands like System of A Down to exist (fuckin bastard) 
with his psychotic screams and raves. Put the two together and you have a 20 minute sonic explosion that 
can only be described as the Jackson Pollock of music. From psychedelic breakdowns to rip roaring multi- 
chord slamfests, Patton's influence on these New Jersey boys are undeniable, as is the musicians’s ability 
to pull off Patton's eclectic song structuring. This record will more appeal to fans of Mr Bungle and 
Fantomas than fans of older Dillinger While Dillinger leaves its undeniable mark, Patton steals the show 
on this EP There is more Lower East side Art Rock than blazing Metalcore breakdowns It’s a brutal 
experimentation by an outfit expanding its horizons. For Patton, it is business as usual finding the extreme 
limits of song destructuring And just in case you were wondering, it sounds nothing like Faith No More; 
as a matter of fact, it is closer to Japan’s Sigh in structure than anything FNM ever did (CD)-Myk 

Division of Laura Lee "Black City" (Burning Heart/Epitaph. 2798 Sunset Blvd Los Angeles CA 90026) 
In a just world, this band would be playing right along side those primal Rock-n-Rollers, the Hives In fact, 
on the Hives’s last tour, DoLL was the opening band Division of Laura Lee play a similar brand of Rock-n- 
Roll as the Hives, but with their own demented twist, throwing in New Wave melancholy akin to Joy Division 
or even the Smiths at their most suicidal moments When I listen to this record, all I envision are the drug- 
filled, dark, decrepit streets of the city in which the movie The Crow was set, and DoLL would be the house 
band playing the soundtrack of destruction, depression, and sadness Look no further for something new 
and refreshing, (CD)-McClernon 

Dream Evil “Dragon Slayer” (Century Media. 2323 W El Segundo Blvd. Hawthorne. CA 90250). So those 
damn Swedes are at it again. How many bands can one person be involved with? Well, if you check the 
lineup of this band, apparently that number is countless Dream Evil features Gus from Mystic Prophecy, 
Niklas from Hammerfall on vocals, Snowy Shaw of King Diamond/Mercyful Fate fame on drums, and 
Fredrik Nordstrom, who is only second to Peter Tagtgren in the amount of bands that one man can record, 
on guitars and keyboards Dream Evil plays a heavier version of what bands like Rhapsody are doing It 
is somewhere between Hammerfall (I tried to avoid using them for comparison since one member is in this 
band) and In Flames Dream Evil play Power Metal that is just heavy enough to sound fruity like much of 
the Italian bands There are no pan flutes or silly galloping keyboards. There is orchestration courtesy of 
the Gothenburg Philharmonic, pros who also appeared on the last Dimmu Borgir album While I am not 
totally blown away by this side project, it is one of the better Power Metal bands going This will find a 
home with all sorts of '80 s fans, as the diversity they display covers anywhere from Ratt to Fates Warning 
to Dio. If any band can attract the old fans, it will be this one A nod to the past, a glimpse of the future, 
and NOT a mockery of itself.(CD)-Myk 


The Dream Is Dead "Letter of Resignation" (What Else?. POB 1211. Columbus, IN 47202). I feel like I am 
at Cedar Beach circa '96 and The Dream Is Dead has just come on Heavy Metal Hardcore by guys who 
know what sounds good on disc. In only five songs they kick as much ass as any NYHC being released 
as of late. They even throw in a Poison Idea cover. "Just To Get Away," for all the old schoolers Shit, they 
even open the disc with a quote from The Goonies. I'm practicing my windmills. (CD)-Corporate Whore 

The Dukes of Hamburg "Some Folks By" (Gearhead POB 421 21 9, San Francisco, CA 94142). The Dukes 
of Hamburg are an all-star Garage Rock/R&B group from San Francisco Lead singer Russell Quan is a 
Garage Rock legend He co-founded The Mummies and is a current/former member of the Phantom 
Surfers. Bobbyteens. Count Backwurds and The Flakes Guitarist Chris Imlay was a founding member of 
the Hi-Fives and was also in The Shatners, The Ne'er Do Wells, Brent 1 s TV and Judy & The Loadies. This 
is the Dukes's fourth album, and first on CD. They do all covers, and they give it the ol' Rock n' Roll 
treatment Songs like "Women," by Cole Porter, the traditional "Old McDonald," and Jimi Hendrix's "Hey 
Joe" never sounded so good If you're into The Hives, The Strokes, The (International) Noise Conspiracy, 
and the aforementioned bands, then you will dig these guys (CD)-Chris Munity 

Dumpster Junkies "Psychopathic Thoughts" (Rodent Popsicle, POB 1143. Allston. MA 02134). What a 
great band name Rip-ass Hardcore in what is like the millionth Rodent Popsicle CD I've gotten this year 
It's fast as fuck, angry as shit, just chock full of being pissed off towards the world. "Racing to nowhere/the 
winner gets shit." Come on now folks, drink some St. Ides and tell your boss how much you fucking hate 
him Pissed and cool. One of the best from this label (CD)-Corporate Whore 

Earthride "Taming of the Demons" (Southern Lord. POB 291967, Los Angeles. CA 90029) Southern Lord 
continues their "Doom" assault on America by releasing this side project of Spirit Caravan’s bassist, which 
also features a member of Internal Void Seven groovy doom tracks featuring gruff vocals. The recording 
is very bass heavy and muddy The guitar sound is sludgy and muffled The disc has a sound like the 
band has 10 pound balls It’s just so heavy that one is amazed they can lift the disc But the musicianship 
is what really shows through here Despite sounding like an Orange Amp with no treble, the guitar riffs are 
flowing and melodic It gives the Earthride album some real flavor It also makes avoiding typical Sleep or 
Saint Vitus comparisons easier. I've spent lots of time with musicians, and I am well aware that they write 
songs that will not fit with their current outfits. If this is the stuff Dave Sherman is writing in his spare time, 

I hope he starts a new band every week!(CD)-Myk 

Electric Wizard Let Us Prey” (The Music Cartel. POB 629 Port Washington. NY 11050) So apparently, 
when Electric Wizard toured the US recently, they announced it would be the last time they ever toured 
It is a damn shame. This is the band I think of every time someone raves about Trouble, who I never really 
liked Electric Wizard is the heaviest of the “Stoner” bands They are the most distorted and the most trippy 
as well. They have the most feedback and the vocals are the most grating. The band never seems to let 
anybody down and makes no excuses They grew up listening to Sabbath, Iron Butterfly and other bands 
of that ilk, but they wanted them to sound more like Saint Vitus. Well, they achieved it This isn't their 
longest or most in depth effort, it is just a Rock n Roll record. The guitars groove and the drummer is very 
cymbal heavy. The vocals almost sound like those from a Black Metal band, and all the songs are 
ridiculously bass heavy. Electric Wizard is always on; they don’t write bad songs, and they don’t wimp out. 
The UK has the lock on this scene at the moment with bands like EW and Orange Goblin. (CD)-Myk 

Electric Automatic "Be My Battery" (Crustacean. POB 370156. Milwaukee. Wl 53237). Twelve songs of 
more quirky Rock stuff I liked System and Station better. From their liner notes it seems like there's only 
two guys in this band. It gets more horrible as you listen to it. . . I think they need a new vocalist. I think it’s 
a new trend to have a frontman who doesn't know howto sing Eek!(CD)-Chris Munity 

Embrace Today "FYIE" (The Life Recording Company, 43EssexSt.. Marlboro MA01752) The title stands 
for "Fuck You I'm Edge," and if that doesn't clue you in to how pissed off these guys are, then just take 
a listen to the music. This is raging, old school, Straight Edge Hardcore that holds you tight by the ear and 
doesn't release it until it's all pus-drenched and bloody How's that for a description? New York could 
definitely use a band like this these days (besides the almighty Sick of It All). This band belongs on Bridge 
Nine, right alongside American Nightmare, Carry On, or Champion Good job (CD)-McClernon 

Engorged (Necropolis, POB 14815. Fremont. CA 94539). I have to admit, this is an original album. Their 
influences seem to range from Anthrax, to SOD, to Kreator, to Mortician The songs are all over the place, 
but well constructed. Shad, the drummer, is absolutely astounding and Noah, the vocalist, really shows 
some range in the styles he can cover. The guitars could really pull off several styles of Metal; they cover 
them all on this album I really appreciate the logo tribute to Fangoria magazine, and the fact that the 
album closes with a trilogy of the dead set of songs that is totally excellent. The band also has managed 
to scrape up some really good quotes for the album. This is the band’s first full-length, and if they continue 
on this path, I think they have the ability to surpass all the other current Splattercore bands on their 
versatility alone. (CD)-Myk 

Enon High Society' (Touch & Go. POB 25342, Chicago, IL, 60625). This disc is going to be on my Top 10 
for this year Enon have such a varied and dynamic sound that its hard to pin down their style. Enon '80’s 
New Wave sound is completely up to date in the sense that this conjures up memories of 80s, yet the 
music is completely modern, possibly even futuristic (CD)-Mr. Noiz 

Eternal Elysium "Share" (Meteor City POB 40322. Albuquerqjue, NM 87196). Damn, this is one of the 
catchiest so called "stoner rock" CD’s I’ve heard in quite some time. Hailing from the land of sushi, geishas 
and kamikazes (Japan) these chaps deliver 9 tracks of fuzzed out, groove heavy acid rock which yes, 
borrows heavily from Black Sabbath. Don’t fret, the overall result is an infectious release which will inspire 
your ass to boogie while smoking a joint Although its not the most original disc in existence, "Share" is 
still a powerhouse to be reckoned with.(CD)-Alex 

Face Tomorrow “For Who You Are" (Reflections, Spoorwegstraat 1 1 7 '. 6828 AP Arnhem, The Netherlands). 
This could be the first Hardcore band I have heard from the Netherlands; at least I don’t remember any 
others This is a fantastic full-length debut. This will please fans of bands like BoySetsFire and Jimmy Eat 
World Face Tomorrow is a little heavier than Jimmy, almost having a guitar sound similar to the current 
wave of UK moshcore bands The vocalist has that screamo thing down to a T He gut-wrenches through 
the majority of the songs, but can back off and sing as well. The drummer plays a pretty straightforward 
Rock style, avoiding the clich6d faster or nothing, and the stale fills that so often appear on these records. 
While the bass player isn’t doing anything out of the ordinary, he does have a good sound. A litt’e low in 
the mix, but if you listen, there is some good stuff coming out. All in all, it isn’t anything you haven't heard 
before, but an excellent debut by any band’s standards. Far better than a lot of the crappy imitators out 
there today. (CD)-Myk 
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The Fartz Injustice: 15 Working Class Songs' (Alternative Tentacles. POB 419092. San Francisco. CA 
94141). Seattle’s legendary The Fartz have been kicking around since the late 70s/early 80s and today 
these lads are just as demented and angry as they were back in the day Heck, the band even featured 
Duff McKagan of Guns n’ Roses on drums back in the early years. Injustice is packed with snotty, brutal 
as fuck Punk Rock songs which at times border on old school Hardcore. Tracks like Satan,’" "God Fearing 
Christians,” and “Out Of Control” are the CD’s best Check it out.(CD)-Alex 

Fast Actin’ Fuses "Sayonara" (Rodent Popsicle. POB 1143. Allston MA 02134). It’s nice to see that after 
years of hard work, the folks at Rodent Popsicle are finally spreading their wings a little bit from the usual 
Toxic Narcoticesque bands. FAF play more along the lines of Motley Crue than Mourningside. A heavy 
sound with plenty of influence from 80’s Schlock Rock as well as 77 Punk Rock, they open with "Cocaine 
Samurai" (great name) following later with, what else, "Cuttin’ Lines". Me. I wasn’t too big a fan but at least 
they sing about doing blow instead of how much they hate the government.(CD)-Corporate Whore 

Fewleftstanding "Wormwood” (Solid State. POB 12698. Seattle. WA 98111). Fewleftstanding have an 
excellent sonic illusion running through a good part of this album While the guitar sound is blisteringly 
heavy at times, a good chunk of the album features some pretty clean chords and riffs that just sound 
much heavier because of the bass tones and the vocals. The vocals range anywhere from 1987 Boston 
style Straight Edge to Kiss It Goodbye style screams, then into down home violent Death Metal growls. 
The vocals are truly the driving force on this album. The vox are the most upfront element in the recording, 
and only occasionally fight the guitars for the spotlight The influences are numerous on this record. The 
song writing mimics much of what I mentioned for the vocal styling, just not necessarily at the same time 
The Death Metal growls may be laid over a typical sounding Straight Edge song, and vice versa. This is 
unconventional and keeps the listener more on edge than this style of music traditionally will For all you 
dancers out there, this album is full of flat out kill parts, whether you’re into Metal or Hardcore This is a 
crossover album for the new millennium. (CD)-Myk 

Fields of Fire Kill the Flock" (Bockhorn. POB 10238 Beverly Hills. CA 90213) So last year on tour, 
Snapshot, on a whim, decides to buy the first Fields of Fire CD, Keep It Alive, at the place we played in 
Albuquerque We listen to it somewhat regularly for the rest of the tour and fall in love with its melodic, 
positive but still very aggressive, youthful sounding ’80’s-inspired Hardcore. On the very day we get back 
from tour, Fields of Fire is playing Empire Discs Since we’re lunatics, we go to the show We have to catch 
Fields of Fire live. Despite the fact that we had been to 35 shows in a row and seen well over 100 bands 
play over the course of the prior five weeks, Fields of Fire penetrated the jaded and tired haze with all the 
force of a lightning bolt Fast forward one year and Ben from Fields of Fire contacts me They will be 
touring their second release, and wants my help in setting up a show Now, I don’t normally book shows, 
but— for these guys— an exception was made. At the show, I purchased this, their second "full-length" 
release ("full-length" in this world means 15 minutes long) Although this is distinctly the same band that 
recorded Keep It Alive, there is much to contrast as well The music is still fast, catchy (though less overtly 
melodic, exceptfor, perhaps, "Going Nowhere"), and influenced by ’80’s American Hardcore But, the band 
that was once youthful, positive, and naive (in a good way) sounding , is now darker, heavier, and more 
experienced sounding Instead of Keep It Alive, we have Kill the Flock Instead of cover songs by SSD as 
on their first demo (legends of militant Straight-Edge), we have now have cover songs by The Germs 
(legends of absolute nihilism). Unfortunately for all of us, Fields of Fire announced their break-up shortly 
after returning home from their second tour. Here on Long Island, we were lucky to have them come 
around twice By the time you read this, they will have played their last show Good bands break up all the 
time, and, very unfortunate indeed is that Fields of Fire will probably go down as a footnote in the annals 
of Cali Hardcore ; they deserve much more than that.(CD)-Kaplan 

Filmmaker “Break This Fall" (Farway. 404-1209 14 Ave SW Calgary. AB T3C 0W1). Alright, since when 
is it okay to start every single song on your album with a poorly recorded, mellow intro that fades into the 
track? Well, it happens here, and it is infuriating. I don’t need a minute before anything happens on every 
song This is formulaic and boring, not to mention pompous and pretentious This band, at best, is a 
second rate Farside with far less going on in their songs They lack any kind of creative thrust and basically 
play one overly melodramatic track If I want to listen to anything remotely like this, I’ll dig out Rochambeau ; 
at least their songs don’t all sound the same and have really memorable lyrics. (CD)-Myk 

Fleshies "The Game of Futbol" (Adeline. 5245 College Ave. #318, Oakland, CA 94618| This EP sounds 
like good of Punk Rock to me! The vocals go really well with the music, and the songs have parts that 
everyone can easily sing along to. The vocals are also really strong, and have a lot of feeling behind them. 
This EP also has some funny songs on it, like the title track. I don’t know if they wanted the song to be 
funny, but it sure as hell is. The music on this EP is Rock with a little bit of hillbilly sound randomly thrown 
in there, which spices it up. The songs are not really long, but this is definitely worth buying. I think that 
the best song on this EP is "Fist of Mercy," because it’s really catchy and is just good all around If you 
like One Man Army, then you should look into this band.(CD)-Mega Mike 

The Flying Nuns "Everything's Impossible These Days" (Q Division. 363 Highland Avenue. Somerville. 
MA 02144) This record’s all over the place and for once that’s a fuckin' good thing, cause Flying Nuns 
rock! The first song reminds me of something out of an ‘80's John Hughes flick like The Breakfast Club or 
something, and then the next tune sounds like Mission of Burma in their heyday, while another tune 
sounds like early Modest Mouse This is just very interesting, infectious Rock that one with an open mind 
will really get into I'd love to see what they're capable of live.(CD)-McClernon 

Further Seems Forever The Moon is Down” (Tooth & Nail. POB 12698 Seattle. WA 98111). Further 
Seems Forever is like a screamo band without the screams. The music is too heavy to be Emo, but the 
vocalist doesn't get the least bit angry in his voice. Actually, the vocals are terrible Bands like Taking Back 
Sunday and the Used are playing this same style except with far better frontmen This guy has a couple 
of different singing styles. . his regular voice, which isn’t all that bad, his mellow style which is by far the 
best, and then he tries to hit higher notes, and its like fingernails on a chalk board The music is very 
much like TBS or Silent Majority. It is Post-Post Punk with a flowery guitar sound The drums are 
uneventful The bass is the best thing going here. Chad’s bass lines are diverse and solid, all the while 
maintaining the structure of the songs. These guys are just another fish in that big pond that is whiny 
Rock.(CD)-Myk 

Go! For The Throat "Here and Now" (Uprising. POB 42259. Philadelphia. PA 19104). Twenty-four songs 
in under twenty-two minutes Hardcore, Punk Rock, thrashy Metalcore. If you like DRI, Anthrax, and Kid 
Dynamite you will love these guys They have a sense of humor too Mosh!(CD)-Chris Munity 

Government Issue "Complete History-Volume Two” (Dr Strange. POB 7000-117. Alta Loma. CA 91701) 
This two-disc discography sums up Gl’s later years, beginning with You, the first recording featuring the 
legendary J. Robbins, of later Jawbox and Burning Airlines fame, and ending with Crash, their final studio 
album. Yo£y"marked a departure in the Hardcore stylings that Gt was known for. moving in a more melodic 


direction, which I personally think was a great move, as they churned out classics such as "Jaded Eyes," 
"Young Love," and "Connecticut." The second disc of this essential collection contains 29 well recorded 
live cuts from various shows. Your record collection is empty without this!(CD)-McClernon 

Hate Eternal "King of All Kings” (Earache. 43 W 38" St. 2?° Floor, New York. NY 10018). The cover art is 
a picture of a demonic looking guy holding a recently severed head, sitting in a chair over a river of lava, 
with gargoyles flying all around, and it’s on Earache. Better get the headphones There’s a guy on the 
back that looks like the bad guy from the Stallone flick Cobra, only not as mean. The guitars are very fast, 
the vocals are grunted in that Death Metal RAAAA RAAAAA RAAAAAA!, the songs are all about medievel 
shit and I can’t tell one song from the other. I bet this would be very popular in Scandinavia. It’s only my 
third review, and already I’m starting to think you should all consider yourself lucky to have me here. Pass 
this on to somebody who’s into Death. (CD)-Grego 

Hate "Cain’s Way" (WW III. POB 4517. Downey. CA 90241). There is so much hate in Poland Every band 
that is unleashed from that country within recent memory plays the must unadulterated blackened Death 
Metal ever conceived Hate is one such band. Their debut was savage, but kind of generic and poorly 
recorded Now they return with Cain s Way, and they sound like the most unholy mixture of Morbid Angel 
meets Deicide in recent memory This album has tons of Florida Death Metal influences running through 
it, but it also has the infernal blasphemy of countrymen Vader and Behemoth. The guitar sounds are a bit 
weird at times, but the vocals are some of the most brutal since Abominations. The drummer is inhuman, 
as this style of Metal often dictates Unfortunately, the drums are a bit too low in the mix, and you have to 
really listen for them. Here is no orchestrated Metal; it’s pure, simple violence. With the last couple of 
Deicide albums being total stinkers, here is a fresh evil incarnation to turn to.(CD)-Myk 

Hellnation "Thrashwave" (Sound Pollution. POB 17742. Covington. KY 41017). Hellnation has been 
around for what seems like forever and lemme tell ya, they have not missed a step. As one of the 
progenitors of what came to be known as Power Violence, Hellnation perfected the 30 song record in 15 
minutes Here they give us a whopping 36 songs in 29 minutes. If you like your music wickedly hard and 
insanely fast, then you just found your new favorite band (CD)-McClernon 

Hermano "Only a Suggestion" (Tee Pee. POB 20307. New York. NY 10009-9991 ). Hermano blends Stoner 
Rock like Queens of the Stone Age with Pacific Northwest Hard Rock acts like Soundgarden to come up 
with a pretty interesting batch of songs The vocals especially sound like Chris Cornell, which is kick ass. 
Please pass the bong.(CD)-McClernon 

High Violets "44 Down" ( Reverb . North Lotts Rd . Dublin 1. Ireland). This is ethereal, light as a feather pop 
that is not all that bad The girl vocalist has a beautiful voice, though it seems to be kind of one 
dimensional at times, similar to the vocalist from Mazzy Star Come to think of it, the music is also akin to 
that band, as well as groups such as My Bloody Valentine or The Jesus and Mary Chain. If you're in the 
mood for some jangly pop, this might be right up your alley. (CD)-McClernon 

High On Fire "The Art of Self Defense” (TeePee. POB 20307. New York, NY 10009). This is a re-issue of 
the album that was released on Man's Ruin before they went under. This version is a digipak with new 
artwork and two new bonus tracks, one of which is a Celtic Frost cover of "The Usurper." The band features 
Matt Pike who used to be a member of the band Sleep “Steel Shoe,” which is the other bonus track, 
sounds like Metallica meets Sleep with Lemmy doing vocals There is a ton of low end and a dirty 
production job courtesy of Billy Anderson. The disc is eight tracks total and features the debut of one of 
the most versatile Doom/Stoner bands on the scene today. There is lots of groove mixed in with the bass 
heavy tunes and vocals courtesy of Pike. With a new album just being released through Relapse, this is 
a great time to check out where the band came from, especially considering it has been a hard to find 
album until recently For fans of Spirit Caravan or Saint Vitus. (CD)-Myk 

Hot Water Music "Caution” (Epitaph. 2798 Sunset Blvd, LosAngeles. CA90026). HWM releases their sixth 
album and second for Epitaph. The band plays like a DC Punk history book. This album is chock full of 
influences from Dag Nasty, to Fugazi, to Down By Law but they also manage to mix in some current, fresh, 
sounds to stay vital and remain one of the best Post-Punk outfits around. The vocals are melodic and 
clean. Chris and Chuck manage to do an amazing job of harmonizing and not sounding corny. The guitars 
would impress anyone, from the most ardent Rival Schools fan to the most snobby Fugazi fan. George 
really puts on a Punk drum clinic, with all kinds of influences, from the Descendents to Bad Religion. 
Together, these parts make one extremely impressive album. It isn’t screamo, it isn’t old school, it isn’t 
Hardcore; it is a very unpretentious Rock and Roll Punk-influenced record that will make believers out of 
a lot of different age groups. (CD)-Myk 

Hot Cross "A New Set of Lungs" (Level Plane . POB 280, New York. NY 10276). Hot fucking Cross!! For 
those of you unfamiliar, Hot Cross is one of the handful of offshot bands the spawned from the now 
legendary Screamo band Saetia Hot Cross plays a brand of dynamic and incredibly noisy Hardcore that 
sounds very similar to the now defunct LI. band, The Last Crime This EP soars through seven songs in 
record time, clocking in under 15 minutes Don't let the time fool you, because this is one of the best 
Hardcore/Screamo records to hit my stereo in a long time. Hot Cross is a truly important band in the fact 
that their songwriting prevents Hardcore from become a cartoon of itself.(CD)-Andriani 

I Hate You “Discography 1995-1998" (Deathwish. 432 Morris Ave., Providence, Rl 02905). I Hate You is 
one of those bands ( I believe) that will get a strong loyal following years after their demise, much like 
Rorschach. This disc features 41 tracks and chronicles the life of this traditional sounding Hardcore band. 
Members of this band have gone onto Knives Out, Christ, American Nightmare, and a few others. I Hate 
You play music that reminds me a lot of the heyday of Converge records. There is a lot of better '80s 
sounding Hardcore At times the vocalist reminds me of Timmy Chunks from Token Entry, and the band 
itself reminds me of Outspoken. There are really crispy, power chord-laden guitar sounds put together with 
a very snare-heavy set of drum beats While this band doesn’t blow down any doors for originality, they 
play some great old school style Hardcore that you rarely hear out of bands from the last 10 years There 
is very little Metal thrown in and there is a really hefty vibe from this collection Included is all the bands 
recordings, some demos, some live stuff, and their final recording that was never released Not essential, 
but a damn enjoyable.(CD)-Myk 

I Farm "Two Selected Works" (Traffic Violation , POB 772, East Setauket. NY 11733) A blitzspeed thrash- 
addled assault that encapsulates a plethora of influences within its highly technical yet oft unfastened 
bouts of noise Recalling both the infectious, quirky melody of bands such as the long defunct Action 
Patrol, and the rhythmic discord of the early '90s-era Shotmaker/Sleepytime Trio camp, I Farm present a 
lengthy series of terse, tight energetic noise blasts and discordant spasms in this comprehensive melee 
spanning their Sincerely. Robots LP, and Learning Russian With I Farm 7". Unpredictable, jarring split 
second shifts from metallic fret burn, to jagged shriek-addled din and hook-strewn romp are pervasive 
here, and a verbose, clever and often downright bizarre introspective lyrical base thrusts these fluctuating 
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sound escapades along quite nicely This is unconditionally creative Hardcore with a confounding 
humorous bent and a strong infectious anthemic quality surfacing amid the warp speed blur Highly 
recommended. (CD)-Ramek 

I, Robot "Et Cetera" (Immigrant Sun. POB 150711. Brooklyn. NY 11215) Fifteen songs, five of them live 
The first track, "The Answer," is a scream-core anthem that was decent. They remind me of a Gravity 
Records band. Not bad, I'm just not in the mood for some dude screaming at me right now If you're into 
Angel Hair and the Fifty-Two X you will like these guys.(CD)-Chrls Munlty 

Icepick Revival “Distress Signal” (At A Loss. POB 35971. Annapolis. MD 21403) This disc has three songs 
and is 20 minutes long It's also pretty easy to describe Imagine the vocalist from Leatherface fronting a 
band that consisted of members of Voi Vod playing Dillinger Escape Plan type Math Rock. At times there 
are screams In the vocals, but as a whole they have that not exactly as powerful as Lemmy” feel to them 
The guitar sound is right off Killing Technology , but the riffs are purely post Kiss It Goodbye Mathcore Not 
the most original album I’ve ever heard, but it isn’t a bad listen. (CD)-Myk 

In Pieces Learning To Accept Silence” (Escape Artist. POB 472. Downingtown. PA 19335). This is one of 
the best CDs of the year! In Pieces is a Hardcore Punk band that came out of Connecticut, and they will 
blow you against the wall with some of the most incredible breakdowns I've ever heard! The frontman, 
Scott Gibson, has vocals that are so heartfelt, and emphasizes the poetic lyrics even more than the music 
already does My favorite song on this CD is "Walking This Fine Line." This song has the most intense 
breakdown ever! If you are into Hard Punk or Hardcore, definitely give In Pieces a listen (CD)-Mega Mike 

IN-DK "Kill Whitey" (Go Kart , POB 20. New York. NY 10012). Rising up outta the remnants of Choking 
Victim like a phoenix, IN-DK has created a record that perhaps surpasses anything the members's previous 
bands had ever accomplished. Ditching most of the Ska influence, this is raw, melodic Punk Rock with 
killer New York City street-style vocals and a tight as fuck band to go along with it Lyrics are similar to 
those of CV, politically inspired and railing against the gentrification of the Lower East Side, as well as the 
US government in general For anyone out there who likes to think while rockin' out.(CD)-McClernon 

Joshua "Singing To Your Subconscious" (Immigrant Sun. POB 150711. Brooklyn. NY 11215). Okay, I'm 
officially sick of fucking Emo Thanks to Joshua I can't stand it anymore. More weak ass Rock with lame 
ass vocals and lyrics that equal pure crap (CD)-Chris Munity 

Joshua Fit For Battle "To Bring Our Own End" (Alone. POB 3019. Oswego. NY 13126) Wow, are these 
guys intense! Joshua Fit For Battle is a Delaware Hardcore band. Their drummer is really good The rest 
of the music just seems like it is trying to be to hard The guitar can be good at some points, but all around 
musically their drummer is their best asset The lyrics deal with life's issues. The lead singer has a good 
Hardcore voice, but it seems to be pushed back by the music This CD is pretty good.(CD)-Mega Mike 

Killing Tree "Bury Me at Make-Out" (Government Music POB 2681 62. Chicago IL 60626 -8162) Attention 
all record labels: If you intend to submit shit to UTV and you want a positive review, it should sound like 
this Straightforward Hardcore with a vocalist that sounds alternately like Sick of It All and At the Drive In. 
This is very decent shit, and there is a lot of potential here These guys remind me of early Snapcase, 
talent-wise. Expect good things to follow (CD)-Grego 

King’s Evil "Deletion of Humanoise” (Crash. 4025 E. Chandler Blvd. Suite 701 B-3. Phoenix. AZ 85048). 

I have been overwhelmed by amazing bands from Japan as of late. Of course, I have been a Sigh fan for 
years, but in the last year Shadow, Ritual Carnage, and now King’s-Evil has been kicking my ass If there 
was ever a thrash revival going on anywhere in the world, it is in the land of the Rising Sun These guys 
sound like mid to late 80 s, full on. Mostly they remind me of Obsessed By Cruelty-era Sodom, but my best 
friend thinks they sound like Kreator We re talking the differences between oranges and tangerines here. 
Either way, who wouldn’t kill to be compared to the likes of the German Thrash Elite It's old school, 
basically, and it’s ripping Blistering drum lines, growled vocals, with a guitarist who definitely studied in 
the Kerry King school of guitar solos The artwork is a bit silly, so you will have to overlook that, but hey, 
Hypnosia had the worst artwork all last year and that was the best Thrash album I had heard in a 
decade. (CD)-Myk 

Knock Down (Youngblood. 217 W Main St.. Ephrata. PA 17522) Though the term “heavy" is often 
misused, there is certainly no more appropriate an adjective that could be used to describe the sound 
emanating from the self-titled Youngblood debut from Knock Down Heralding fond memories of an 
amalgam of brutal, seminal NYHC, from early Blood. Sweat, and No Tears era Sick Of It All, to ’87 demo- 
era Breakdown, and a fair helping of rhythmic mid-era Madball as well, the band uncompromisingly 
pummels through the seven songs here with unsettling visceral precision A freight train of tempo-shifts, 
on-the-dime drumming and shrapnel coated vocal spewage commences in a manner that is as forceful 
as it is forthright. Chugging, walloping chord progressions complement the simple terse yet defiant lyrical 
drive quite well This is a stellar debut, paying testament to one of the finest eras in Hardcore with an 
uncanny verve that resurrects the immediacy of that urban, street-wise feel with aplomb. (CD)-Ramek 

Knuckle Sandwich "Nice" (Resurrection AD. POB 763. Red Bank. NJ 07701 ). This CD is nice (I know it’s 
a corny joke, deal with it!). This CD is good all around, good lyrics, good vocals and good music. The first 
track, "American Song," on this CD is extremely appropriate for the Sept. 11 th tragedy It is talking about 
people uniting and also talks about some things wrong with our country that we need to change. The 
music is something you can really get into The lyrics are about real problems and everyday life The vocals 
are really clean and easily understood. The only problem with this band is the name: the Knuckle 
Sandwich thing just isn’t flowing right, but that doesn’t change how good this is. If you like good old Rock 
n’ Roll then you should like this band.(CD)-Mega Mike 

Knut "Challenger" (Hydra Head. POB 990248. Boston. MA 02199). While I don’t like over simplifying 
band's music, I don t think this will be extremely hard. Knut is like Entombed crossed with early Dead Guy. 
The music has the chaotic quality of the early Metalcore legends, while the vocals are very similar to 
Jorgen s throaty screams This disc is only four songs, but it is so punishing I don’t know that most people 
could handle any more This is an absolutely stunning band It also goes to show you that not all bands 
from Sweden sound like At The Gates or the Hives. Forget bands like Dead To Fall, this is the real deal, 
a Hardcore band playing Metal They are precise and heavy, musically diverse, and the vocals are totally 
in your face A must own for sure (CD)-Myk 

The Krays "A Time For Action" (TKO. 3216 W Cary St U303 Richmond. VA 23221) Whenever I think 
of modern day New York Punk Rock, my focus immediately turns to The Krays Jon’s fantastic, in your face 
vocal delivery has always kept me hooked, not to mention guitar lines more addictive than heroin and a 
solid rhythm section to keep things in check. This is the Krays third full-length, their first on TKO, and I 
really hope this is the record that gets them the respect they deserve Though I still prefer the early split 


with the Truents and the first full-length better, this is the best material The Krays have come out with in 
years. Good job!(CD)-McClernon 

Lambs "Random Radio" (Devil Doll. POB 30727. Long Beach. CA 90853). Really good Rock-n-Roll Punk 
going on here from beginning to end What makes these guys so great is they have no pretensions, no 
glitz or glamour, what you see is what you get, and what you get is blood, sweat, and tears-soaked Rock, 
as hard as it gets Best band out of Finland I've ever heard. (CD)-McClernon 

Latterman “Turn Up the Punk, We ll Be Singing” (Traffic Violation. POB 772. East Setauket. NY 11733). 
With meticulous, sprawling arrangements of bass rumbling melody, a delivery awash in chorus after 
spirited chorus, and a host of harmonic inclinations, the first full-length from Long Island's Latterman is 
largely successful in creating an uplifting endeavor that, at its best, maintains a strong equilibrium between 
sugary hooks and stalwart energy. Recalling a host of musical and lyrical influences, from Richmond, 
Virginia’s socially conscious Inquisition to Avail, and the rough-edged fray of East Bay legends 
Crimpshrine, the lissome lyrical scheme complements its driving auditory counterpart quite well When the 
often thick, sprawling concoction of elaborate hooks and tempo shifts fuses nicely, as on the opening "My 
Dreams About Not Sleeping Until 3 PM, ’ and the thundering “There’s No Way Punk Was Meant To Be 
Done, " the results are uniformly enjoyable. The genuine conviction and honesty with which many a soaring 
all-for-one chorus and deftly executed riff shredding blare forth is what truly propels this musical unit. A 
certain heart pounding, upbeat immediacy is captured when all runs smoothly, and though there are some 
dull, comparatively uninspired moments, the sporadic flat chord progression and occasional resurgence 
of pop hook overkill does not detract much from what is by and large a very good record. (CD)-Ramek 

Laymen Terms "Since Last December" (Soda Jerk . POB 4056 Boulder. CO 80306) I hate when press 
releases tell me bands sound like bands I don't like I don't like Thursday or Jimmy Eat World, so why will 
I like Laymen Terms? Well, they are better than these bands First of all the vocalist has a way bettervoice 
then both bands combined. A little throaty, vaguely reminiscent of Jawbreaker/Hot Water Music They play 
Rock, they play Pop, they play Emo. I wish they were a little more punk. I bet if they were on Victory they 
would get signed to a major Hopefully they won't try for the big time Check them out.(CD)-Chrls Munlty 

Les Baton Rouge "Women Non-Stop" (Elevator. POB 1502, New Haven. CT 06506). This two-girl, one-guy 
"riot grrl" band from Lisbon, Portugal serves up 10 weird Punk Rock songs that don't sound like "riot grrl" 
at all. They do however, incorporate '77 NYC Punk with '80's NewWave and a subtle feminist message. 
If you're into bands like Bikini Kill, Red Aunts, Skinned Teen, The Cramps, Pussy Galore and/or the 
Trashwomen, you might like this. Study up on your French and Portuguese though. (CD)-Chris Munlty 

Lost Goat "The Dirty Ones” (Tee Pee. POB 20307, New York. NY 10009-9991). “Lost Goat would like to 
thank our friends, families, Tee Pee Records, The Power of Rock, and all Rockers everywhere ”. You can 
learn a lot about a band from their liner notes There is nothing here that hasn’t been done better before. 
There are some superficial social critiques focusing on people’s “fancy” clothing, a song about suicide, and 
a couple others You’ll get more from a 12 pack of Schaeffer (CD)-Grego 

Lost Goat "The Dirty Ones" (TeePee POB 20307, New York. NY 10009). Lost Goat has managed to make 
a pretty good name for themselves in the underground Rock n’ Roll world. This is their third full-length, 
the first being self-released and the second coming from Kozik’s Man’s Ruin label. I can’t say that they 
have endeared themselves to me in the same way they have in the past The record is well recorded and 
it has a good Rock n’ Roll sound but I find the songs to be kinda boring and have very little tempo 
variation. They aren't overly heavy or fluffy, but it lacks any true grit to the sound. With a plethora of blazing 
records out there right now like Mastadon, ATP, and the Hellacopters, this offering from Lost Goat just isn’t 
that impressive But in their defense, they have a fantastic female vocalist who at times really reminds me 
of Nancy from Heart. (CD)-Myk 

MC5 "The Baddest & the Maddest: Human Being Lawnmower" (Total Energy. POB 7112. Burbank. CA 
91510). This CD is just plain fucking great. A collection of studio outtakes, live recordings, and 
instrumentals of everybody's favorite band from Detroit The sound quality is top notch, the songs are 
simply amazing (we're talking 1968 here folks), and shit, is that a James Brown Medley thrown into the 
mix? Yes it is! The artwork is on par with the music with a long winded letter regarding each version of each 
song on the disc (not to mention some great photos). The instrumental "Over and Over" is my new favorite 
song I can't believe Rich didn't keep this for himself.(CD)-Corporate Whore 

Mad Circle "Last Days of Light’/" Winter” (Last Mode. 734 Franklin Ave , Garden City. NY 11530). Winter 
is the newer of the two discs here, butthe difference in sound is minimal. Winter is a four song EP, where 
Last Days, features a full length nine tracks Mad Circle reminds me largely of World Stranger Its a mix 
of a tough New York band with a lot of Hip Hop elements Rhymes that are delivered in a near Death Metal 
voice and there is lots of groove in the guitar licks. I didn’t like this 10 years ago when it started. I cheered 
when Rage Against the Machine broke up, and now it just seems to be a rehash of a bad style. Don't get 
me wrong, they are far heavier than a Limp Bizkit, but not as crushing as 25 Ta Life. I always think of the 
Connecticut band Blind Justice when I hear bands like this, because that was the only Rap-Metal band 
I ever cared for. Fans of Downset might like this, but this is far more Rap than that. Just not something I 
would recommend. Sorry. (CD)-Myk 

Mammoth Volume "The Early Years" (The Music Cartel. POB 629. Port Washington, NY 11050) They call 
it Stoner Rock, I call it hippy, Jazz-fused Rock shit. Call it what you will, it blows. (CD)-McClernon 

Manifesto Jukebox "Remedy" (BYO. POB 67609. Los Angeles, CA 90067). This CD is okay. The music 
is good and catches your ear. The recording is not that good but it doesn’t take away much from the sound 
quality. The lead singer's vocals are the only drawback of this CD. His voice is too scratchy to sound good. 
Despite his voice he makes up for it with the lyrics. The lyrics are not just crap that they made to go along 
with the music; they are actually well thought out, and are written like poetry All around this CD is a good 
buy, but if you think the lead singer of Strike Anywhere has too scratchy a voice then you should definitely 
rethink the purchase (CD)-Mega Mike 

The Mighty Mighty Bosstones "A Jackknife to A Swan" (SideOneDummy POB 2350, Los Angeles. CA 
90078). It's good to see the Bosstones still kicking it. Ifs even better that they're off a major and back on 
an indie. And this album is their best since Question the Answers. More of what you expect from these 
guys They have a new guitarist. Other than that, you get great songs, all catchy and radio-friendly with 
that special Ska-Pop Bosstones edge We all know that you have to see them live to truly get the whole 
Bosstones experience, so catch them on tour now with Big Wig and Avoid One Thing. (CD)-Chrls Munlty 

Mung "Off The Mark (A 7 Year Boil)" (Rodent Popsicle. POB 1143, Allston. MA 02134) A collection of 
songs from '91 to '98 from these Boston Punk Rockers. More Pop than most of the other Rodent Popsicle 
releases I have heard, and I've got to say that I like it. Nice sing alongs, catchy hooks, and the overall feel 
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that these guys could have been a really good Epitaph band Instead, they are a really good Rodent 
Popsicle band Members of The Freeze. Darkbuster, and Wrecking Crew A nice late night listen in 
between The Bouncing Souls and Rancid. (CD)-Corporate Whore 

My Luck ..Is Frozen" (Youngblood. 217 WMain St.. Ephrata. PA 17522). Dark, exceptionally brooding 
Hardcore propelled by a low-end chugging mass of builds, breaks, and shout alongs The anguish and 
fury encapsulated in this structured volley of '88-style wrath recalls a plethora of obvious influences, but 
ultimately stays true to itself by presenting a singular base of especially creative lyricism that speaks 
volumes, and drives the six songs herein forward with force Loss and dejection seem prominent themes 
here, and the aforementioned unusual lyrical base tackling frozen climates, scene romance and dire 
longing adds novel emphasis to the force packed into these tight bludgeonings. A solid effort.(CD)-Ramek 

Nebula "Dos Eps" (MeteorCIty. POB 40322. Albuquerque NM 87196) This is basically an amalgam of 
releases from Nebula This band has been on more labels than any other Stoner band I can remember. 
There are four songs from an early Nebula split release on Meteor City, and the disc also re-issues the Sun 
Creature EP from the now defunct Man's Ruin records. In addition to these eight tracks being remastered 
and represented, the band kicks out three new tracks for their die hard fans Sun Creature has some of 
the best songs the band has ever recorded, aside from their Let It Burn full-length. These songs are far 
better, and more diverse, than the stuff they have released on Sub Pop. These range anywhere from 
straight Stoner Rock, to Doom Rock, to even groovy Southern Rock. Nebula is one of the best bands going 
at the moment, and now it is possible to get that really rare stuff, or the three new tracks to complete your 
collection (CD)-Myk 

Ness "Up Late With People Demo" (www.thenesssite com). I don't know why I get this shit. This is some 
demo made for Columbia Records to hear, not me It tries to be Weezer, The Foo Fighters, The Beatles 
(especially Magical Mystery Tour era) and any other good mainstream Rock band. It comes across as just 
plain uninteresting. (CD)-Corporate Whore 

The New Amsterdams "Para Toda Vida" (Vagrant/Heroes & Villains POB 361. 2118 Wilshire Blvd Santa 
Monica. CA 90403) Ten acoustic doings from your favorite lead singer/guitarist of The Get Up Kids. Not 
being the biggest GUK fan, I wasn't too into this. I don't like Matthew Pryor's voice I'd much rather be 
listening to Dashboard Confessional or Jeff Ott.(CD)-Chris Munity 

The New York Rel-X "She's Got a Gun/Paranoia" (TKO. 3216 W Cary St. #303 Richmond. VA 23221). 
Combining two previously released records, The New York Rel-X bring us straight up Punk Rock with 
catchy female vocals, similar to X-Ray Spex or Vice Squad Its starts off strong but soon starts plodding 
along, with each song just kinda blending into the next. Not bad (CD)-McClernon 

No Good Heroes "Radio Rebelde" (Insurgence. 2BloorSt , W Suite 100-184. Toronto. Ontario. M4W3E2, 
Canada). This release is really, really good Playing a brand of Street Punk akin to that of early Clash, Stiff 
Little Fingers, The Beltones or early Skrewdriver (especially in the vocals, without the racist bullshit that 
Skrewdriver became known for). I'd recommend this to any fan of Oi/Street Punk or Punk Rock in general. 

I can't believe TKO or GMM hasn't picked these guys up yet (CD)-McClernon 

Nocturnal Rites "Shadowland" (Century Media. 2323 W. El Segundo Blvd. Hawthorne. CA 90250). 
Nocturnal Rites, of all the Power Metal bands that come across my speakers, reminds me most of the ‘80s. 
So much so, that I would consider them a mimic more than a rip off They sound like they could have been 
recorded 15 years ago. Bands like Skid Row and Heathen come to mind when I listen to this There really 
is no hint of 21 5t century updates. This is pure ‘80s Hair Metal Even the solos have that Dokken “playing 
in the rain" feel to them This album is much slower than the band’s last effort. Bordering at times on 
power ballads, some of the songs are just too slow There are lots of anthems and group sung choruses, 
and a vocalist that for some reason reminds me of White Lion way too much. These guys play their stuff 
unbelievably well, There are just so many bands like this now that I really can’t get excited about them. 
But, if you like the mainstream Hair Metal, Nocturnal Rites is your modern day savior. (CD)-Myk 

Nonexist “Deus Deceptor” (Century Media. 2323 W El Segundo Blvd. Hawthorne. CA 90250). This album 
comes to Century courtesy of the licensing deal with WAR (now know as New Hawen) records It features 
Johan Liiva (the original singer of Arch Enemy), Johan Reinholdz (of Andromeda) on guitar and Matte 
Modin (Defleshed and Dark Funeral) on bass and drums Considering the background of the musicians 
that make up this band, the album is very unusual. What you find here is a catchy Metal album with hints 
of Death Metal but sort of cleaned up, with faster yet traditional drumming and lots of heavy hitting, but 
no blast beats and lots of cymbal. The vocals are similar to Liiva’s earliest work with Arch Enemy, but at 
times are either more guttural or not as abrasive; the vox are more diverse while still remaining heavy Fans 
of Black Earth should really enjoy this album, but to be honest Nonexist aren’t Arch Enemy The album 
is okay, well played and written, but doesn’t compare to the members’s other bands. I don’t really like 
Andromeda, so this is a big step up for Reinholdz, but compared to Arch Enemy or Defleshed. I wouldn't 
pick this.(CD)-Myk 

Oddateee (Gern Blandsten. POB 356. Rivers Edge. NJ 07652) It’s rare that we get Hip Hop albums at 
UTV. and I wasn’t expecting it to come from the label that put out Rorschach records But, alas I really 
like this. I know little about Oddateee, but it has a retro sound mixed with a trippy style. (CD)-Mr. Nolz 

Otep “Sevas Tra" (Capitol. 1 750 N Vine St. Hollywood. CA 90028). So Otep is looking for some street cred 
by sending copies of their records to us lowly fanzines How noble of the majors to consider us. Well, 
you’re not going to find any help here I think Slipknot was nothing but a steaming pile of shit. A band that 
plays regurgitated Slipknot songs — their only original thought being having a female vocalist — doesn't get 
any consideration. This is Spit It Out meets Marilyn Manson Haven’t we gotten tired of the people with the 
silly paint on their heads yet? The band looks like they should be in Neurosis, but they're on a major, so 
we know their politics wouldn’t fit there Otep (yes, that’s the name she uses) looks sort of like Karyn Crisis 
and the band looks like Mindless Self Indulgence I’ll give Capitol credit though; this is the heaviest band 
I have heard on a major in a while. The guitars are crusty sounding, and there is a good amount of double 
kick, but the vocals are silly. They go from sung to screams to growls. It's been done, and just isn’t all that 
attractive. Let’s face it, we know there are great underground bands They do great underground music. 
If you want heavy, you go there, at least there is going to be originality Otherwise you get bands like this, 
that sound like Slipsystem raging against the linkinroach.(CD)-Myk 

Oxymoron "Best Before 2000" (GMM. POB 15234. Atlanta. GA 30333). This is a singles collection of 
Germany's Oxymoron's early material, such as 7"s, splits, and outtakes Some of their best material is on 
this disc, and some of these songs have been re-recorded for their previous full-lengths, such as the 
classic "Hey You." To find out where this band came from check this out (CD)-McClernon 


Parker and Lily "Here Comes Winter" (Manifesto.com) This is bizarre Its sounds like people suffering 
from depression OD'd on prozac to make a ‘50’s bubblegum pop record, only more technologically 
advanced, with sythesizers and organs. (CD)-McClernon 

The Paybacks "Knock Loud" (Get Hip. POB 666. Cannonsburg, PA 15317). Gotta love the female-fronted 
Rock n’ Roll bands! This one plays inspiring, down-n-dirty, Detroit Rock n' Roll with a chick who's really 
got some pipes; a cross between Courtney Love and Joan Jett perhaps? And the band backing her are 
no slouches either; they know howto play their fucking instruments and can rock out with the best of them. 
If you dig souped up Camaro's, dirty bars, and loud as fuck guitars, pick this up.(CD)-McClernon 

Pentagram “First Daze Here The Vintage Collection” (Relapse. 1720StateRd.. UpperDarby, PA 19082). 
Pentagram has existed in one form or another since the very end of 1970. Several lineups and reformations 
have occurred, but the moniker has always existed. Relapse dusts off some of the impossible to find 7” 
recordings — as well as some unreleased demos and live recordings — and unleashes First Daze. It isn’t 
real hard to describe these guys It is like Cirith Ungol meets Witchfinder General while listening to Sir Lord 
Baltimore This is true Gloom Rock at its finest. It isn’t a Sabbath rip off, they just co-existed. The 
recordings are raw and possess that something special that bands today try too hard to mimic. It is real, 
and the feeling is immense The solos are moving, and there is a true groove. The sound is very real and 
warm, because that was what the technology of the day produced, unlike today, where the sound is 
similar, but is cold and overly electric. This is for the Rock n’ Roll purist; Pentagram was just an animal all 
its own.(CD)-Myk 

Phore Warnin "Phore" (Phore LC. POB 997. Farmington. Ml 48332-0997). Ummm, this is Rap music. This 
is Rap music performed by a Dr. Dre look-a-like. Why Rich, why?(CD)-McClernon 

Pilot To Gunner "Games at High Speeds" (Gern Blandstein. POB 365. River Edge. NJ 07661). Looking 
at this album, I figured it would be a Hardcore album, but then I saw the label it was on and played it and 
it turned out to be some pleasant, err Indie Rock I guess. It's tough to say what this sounds like but I'm 
willing to bet they are all big Husker Du and Replacements fans Song titles like "Every Minute Is A Movie" 
and "It's So Good To Be Here In Paris" suggests personal and unique lyrics, which they have "My calls 
get returned/so that s fine/mouse traps don't work/well not mine." Yeah, for art students, probably by art 
students (CD)-Corporate Whore 

Pitch Black (Revelation. POB 5232. Huntington Beach. CA 92615). To be honest, this band is trying too 
hard to be AFI I know someone’s going to get mad at this, but the fact that it has an ex-member of Nerve 
Agents doesn’t impress me — I never really liked them Pitch Black play a very dark, Halloween-esque style 
of Bay Area Hardcore. The music is pretty good but I don’t like Kevin’s vocals, and the keyboards are pretty 
hokey The record cover looks an AFI disc, and I just can’t take anymore pictures of punk rockers in ties 
ala International Noise Conspiracy. I really hate Art Rock, and I think it spells doom for good Hardcore 
bands that choose that route. If you want AFI or Samhain, then listen to them This just doesn’t really fill 
the need.(CD)-Myk 

Pretty Girls Make Graves “Good Health" (Lookout, 3264 Adeline St Berkeley. CA 94703). This nine track 
collection finds Pretty Girls Make Graves pumping out Sonic Youth-flavored Indie Rock. Fronted by a 
female vocalist who at times sounds like a deadringer for Kim Gordon, this band mixes upjangly guitars, 
noisy feedback and sort of punkish beats with a bit more tempo to the picture. Pretty Girls make pretty 
damn good albums too.(CD)-Alex 

Pretty Polly "Somewhere Between Then and Now " (Pollyweb1@aol.com). This is a reunion album of sorts. 
After existing for several years in the early ‘90's, the band broke up for a brief period. The band gave it a 
shot at getting back together, and that venture produced this disc. It is self-released and features 11 
tracks. Only one member is different from the initial three piece run of the early years. Vocals and drums 
are still manned by the same two musicians while the bass has been picked up by new member, Matt. 
Pretty Polly has matured a great deal since the early demo. While there is still a hint of the earliest song 
structures, gone are the over abundant comparisons to Nirvana. Incorporated into the new songs are 
elements of the strong Emo scene on Long Island, as well as Alterna-Rock that was hitting college radio 
Bands like Pitchblende come to mind, as does Don Caballero and some Touch & Go bands. I’m really 
impressed with the writing and the growth the band has shown over the years, and it couldn’t happen to 
a nicer bunch of guys. The big draw back to this album is the recording. The guitars are too low, the vocals 
are muffled, and the only true drum sound you can hear is the snare It really detracts from the listenability, 
and probably hurts the overall song structure as well.(CD)-Myk 

The Prowl (Gloom. POB 14253. Albany. NY 12212). From the backwoods sprawl of Western 
Massachusetts come the Prowl, with a furious Rock-infused assault of early '80s style Hardcore Punk. 
Featuring members of the infamous Last In Line, The Prowl offer a comparatively melodic complement to 
that band’s Negative Approach-esque tirades, offering a sizeable, bombastic infusion of wailing axe noise, 
and a nice array of hooks interspersed into the loose, stunted cacophony. Vocalist Mikey Flynn shrieks, 
howls, and shouts his way through the morose, ugly messages of hatred, lust, and brutality here 
(prevalent, reoccurring themes concern dysfunctional relationships, suicide, and serial murder) with a 
spastic unpredictability that recalls both a looser version of X-claim-era early Boston Hardcore, and hints 
of an unrefined mid-tempo Rock n’Roll feel as well. Fans of the early '80's Out Cold-esque psycho- 
cacophony that has quickly become the hallmark of the Western Mass scene over the last few years will 
be especially pleased with this debut side project. (CD)-Ramek 

Psycho Charger (Skully. 151 IstAve. #215. New York. NY 10003) Sixteen tracks of Rob Zombilly Rock 
n' Roll. If you are more into Rob Zombie for his voice and Rockabilly tinges, then this band is for you. 
Songs about driving, killing, "Grave Robbers From Outer Space," and girls that will make your ten gallon 
hat hold eleven (CD)-Chris Munity 

Queue Waiting to Hear” (Regal. 5503-D Richland St., Greensboro, NC 27409). Doo Da Doo Doo Doo 
Da, Doo Da Doo Doo Doo Da These guys blow bla blow blow blow, BLOW BLA BLOW BLOW BLOW. Let's 
let Rick Farmer, their agent, describe them: “Queue was formed in early 2002 by a group of veteran 
musicians who joined forces with the intent to create radio friendly, alternative pop to take on the road to 
audiences worldwide." Please don’t.(CD)-Grego 

The Quill “Voodoo Caravan” (SPV. POB 2425, Trenton. NJ 08607). This was a total smack in the face I’ve 
never heard of these guys and they are just beating the shit out of me. The band features Roger Nilsson 
on bass, an integral part of Spiritual Beggars, and some really kick ass grooves The vocalist reminds me 
equally at times of Axl Rose, Dio, or Chris Cornell of Soundgarden. The tag of Stoner Rock doesn’t do this 
band justice. This album is like bluesy Doom Rock. The recording is right on, lo-fi enough for the music, 
but good enough to make it worth it listening to. These guys totally rock out, and have managed to miss 
many of the pitfalls of playing this musical style. They never become too Stoner or too Metal They avoid 
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overly boring solos and first and foremost, they rock out all the time This is the band s third album, and 
the first with SPV Meteor City here in the States has released versions of their earlier albums, but I have 
yet to hear them This is a real treasure, especially for fans of bands like Bad Wizard, Sleep and Guns 
N Roses (CD)-Myk 

Ramones End of the Century" (Rhino. 10635 Santa Monica Blvd. Los Angeles CA 90025). It seems a little 
coincidental that a set of Ramones re-issues would come out so close to the death of yet another legend, 
but this is the second batch of enhanced versions from Rhino The first set of four came out in 2001 and 
featured the most classic albums End of the Century is my favorite of this second batch. This version is 
spectacular to boot Besides having Rock n' Roll Radio," Chinese Rock " Let s Go, and Rock n Roll 
High School" the disc features six bonus tracks; five are demo versions of tracks from the album and the 
sixth is the soundtrack version of “I Want You Around," from Rock n Roll High School The whole thing is 
remastered and comes in a cardboard slipcase. The liner notes are unbelievable, with new pictures and 
an essay by Harvey from the Boss Angels. There is a little tribute to Dee Dee as well; it's only fitting You 
so cannot go wrong with these discs, and I don’t know why anybody would be hesitant to get them A 
necessity of life (CD)-Myk 

Rancid Vat "The Cheesesteak Years" (Steel Cage POB 29247. Philadelphia PA 19125) This CD is like 
the history of Rancid Vat with songs they recorded over the years being meshed together onto one disc 
These folks are all about the booze and the Rock and Roll two things which I myself love but l‘m just not 
into the way they pull it off The recording quality is nice and raw but it just doesn't beat me over the dome 
with the urgency and attack of say. The Candy Snatchers Nor does it have the original and brilliant lyric 
abilities of, say well, Larry May. Don't get me wrong though, it's still okay to listen to while cutting up some 
coke on the CD case.(CD)Corporate Whore 

Randy "Cheater" (G7 Welcoming Committee POB 27006. C-360 Main St.. Winnipeg. MB. R3C 4T3. 
Canada). I liked these guys when they were called The Hives who I also happened to love when they were 
called Phil A Sheo with the Goods Oh fuck, there is even a song called "Cheater" No really, these six 
songs are actually pretty good. Now, where is my copy of "Grab lt"?(CD)-Corporate Whore 

The Razzels "Throttle" (Get Hip. POB 666. Canonsburg. PA 15317) What we have here is a pretty decent 
Punk Rock band one of many on this label’s roster Nothing groundbreaking about The Razzels but they 
have a real clean sound and song structure Dare I say, I could see Fat Mike signing these guys. The 
songs don't change much and they mostly sing about girls and about life before and after them Nothing 
great, good group singing going though, and very Fat (CD)-Corporate Whore 

The Resonars "Lunar Kit" (Get Hip POB 666 Cannonsburg. PA 15317). This record is so good it's not 
even funny Unbelievable, hook-laden, 60's Rock n’ Roll that could easily have been recorded 35 years 
ago and sat atop the charts All these tunes are gems, but "Why Does It Have to Be So Hard" and "Funny 
Old World" are my faves at the moment. It’s as catchy as the Beatles but twice the Rock These guys must 
get laid an awful lot (CD)-McClernon 

Retox "Last Call" (Malt Soda. POB 7611. Chandler AZ 85246) Great band name, good album title, fast 
Punk Rock/Hardcore similar to Quincy Punx. but not nearly as good On the whole, it all gets old after 
about three bottles and 17 joints Check out the back cover for that inside joke (CD)-McClernon 

Roadsaw Rawk N Roll" (Lunasound. Sjohoolmen PL 4118. 731 97 Koping. Sweden). Balls out Rock n' 
Roll, with nothing to hide; these guys just get together and kick ass. This is Southern Death Rock at its 
finest. They owe as much to Deep Purple as they do to the Outlaws and Bob Seger. Fuzzed out guitar 
sounds mix together with a pounding bass thumping in the background. Hari. the drummer, keeps the 
groovin’ beat all throughout the songs with a neat cross of Southern know how and Blues The vocalist, 
Craig, sort of sounds like the guy from Trouble, but he really reminds me of the singerfrom Orange Goblin. 
There isn’t any real Metal to contend with here. It's just Rock. It’s just get up and go. bust out the hog and 
hit the road travel music. You can't go wrong (CD)-Myk 

The Rocking Horse Winner "Horizon" (Equal Vision. POB 14. Hudson. NY 12534). The Rocking Horse 
Winner return with their sophomore effort for Equal Vision I loved their first CD, and this one doesn't 
disappoint. They even included my favorite song from their first album, "When Songbirds Sing." You may 
or may not recognize Jolie Lindholm's voice as the occasional back up vocalist from the Dashboard 
Confessional CDs. Anyway, this CD is really great I love Jolie's voice, and the band is exceptional This 
record is a little more upbeat and rocking (no pun intended) than the last one. I finally got to see them live 
when they opened up for The Weakerthans, and they didn't disappoint Make sure you check them out 
when they come to your town.(CD)-Chris Munity 

Seven Days of Samsara "Never Stop Attacking” (Harmless. 1218 W Hood Apt #2. Chicago . IL 60660) 
Crust-singed gloom bleeds a dark, atmospheric din and a slight Rock and Roll twist on this formative 
compilation of material from Seven Days of Samsara A mixture of hessian predilections meld with a filth- 
entrenched slant that thankfully strays from glossed pseudo-technical overkill and Metalcore posturing, 
focusing on a consolidated wall of towering murk that, at times, is reminiscent of the harrowing muck that 
the likes of His Hero Is Gone and Damad hammered forth in their day Feverish speed shifts, and even a 
surprising resurgence of melodic axe wailing add an invigorating angle to the bruising compositions here 
The newer material that spans the band’s more recent 7 "s holds up far better than the earlier work featured 
at the end of this compilation, and the progression from an earlier, somewhat simpler scream and pummel 
approach to the embracement of slightly more complex musical dynamics is quite evident throughout. This 
is a nicely put together compilation of this band’s legacy thus far The end results are certainly promising, 
and one should expect a furthering and elaboration upon the foundation of musical malice documented 
here in the future (CD)-Ramek 

Shadows Fall "The Art of Balance ’ (Century Media. 2323 W El Segundo Blvd. Hawthorne. CA 90250) In 
the past I have been critical of this band. They just never lived up to all the hype that had been thrust upon 
me as a journalist and a music fan. Brian’s vocals always struck me as powerful when growled, but he just 
didn't cut it when singing. The Art of Balance has descended upon us with equally as much — if not 
more — hype than their debut effort for Century Media The difference is, that for the first time (in my 
opinion) the band really delivers Art is chock full of influences from Slayer, to Metallica, to In Flames, 
and of course Pink Floyd, as the band does a smash up version of "Welcome to the Machine" to conclude 
the album. Art boasts 11 tracks and around 47 minutes of music. This is a very lofty accomplishment 
for an extreme band without running out of steam. In fact, some of the heaviest songs are found towards 
the end of this album. Without a doubt, this is the band's masterpiece; they have really found themselves 
with this recording, and guitarists Jonathan and Matt have really distinguished themselves with their well- 
crafted riffs No longer living in the shadow of Overcast, Shadows Fall have brought themselves to the next 
level in the elite realm of Thrash and Metalcore. (CD)-Myk 


The Shakedowns "Move" (VMS. POB 13474. Baltimore. MD 21203) An album's worth of rock tunes, 
straight from the garage, to get your ass a movin' Songs about girls and rocking out. Like an Estrus band, 
except maybe, not as good I mean, either you're a fan or not.(CD)-Corporate Whore 

Shuttlecock "Machine-Extended" (Iron Compass. POB 228. Toledo. OH 43697). This album was recorded 
by Bob Weston (member of one of my faves, Shellac), so I was really looking forward to checking this out. 
Unfortunately, all that Shuttlecock delivers here is a water-downed, more upbeat version of Weston's band, 
without the anger and urgency that Steve Albini has become known for (CD)-McClernon 

The Siderunners "Ain’t Inventin’ the Wheel" CD ( Failed Experiment. 5420 S Bishop St. Chicago . IL 
60609). What the fuck is this shit! !?! It's fuckin’ Country! Just a word for the guys at Failed Experiment (by 
the way. a very aptly named label), Under the Volcano is a PUNK zine Country is a style of music that 
does not interest us Unless it's good Which this is not.(CD)-Grego 

Slick Shoes (Tooth & Nail. POB 12698 Seattle. WA 98111). Fuck, how many Blink-182 side projects are 
there? Okay, this doesn't really contain any members of the aforementioned band but it might as well, 
’cause they sure ape their sound plenty I guess this is a little better than those Gap punks; at least they 
have the occasional good song ("Friday Night") But. I'd pass (CD)-McClernon 

Smogtown "Domesticviolenceland" (Disaster POB 7112. Burbank. CA 91510). Smogtown play Rock and 
Roll and Punk Rock They sound like the type of band blasting before a Bullys' set at the Continental, 
while I order a gin and tonic from Ingrid and Trigger gives me dirty looks. Yeah Smogtown, I guess they're 
okay for a Friday night at 3rd and St. Marks. (CD)-Corporate Whore 

Soul Boys (DSS. POB 739-4021 Linz. Austria) Fairly catchy, melodic Street-Rock with vocals supplied by 
someone who obviously guzzles a vat of turpentine before performing, a good thing in this case, as it gives 
the overall sound a Lemmy-esque or Frankie Stubbs (Leatherface) feel to it. Lyrically, it's run of the mill 
skinhead stuff about hanging out with skins, drinking with punks and skins, and the daily hardships that 
skins encounter on the streets Despite the limited material in the lyric department, its still a good record 
to get fucked up to.(CD)-McClernon 

Soul Embraced "This Is My Blood" (Solid State. POB 12698 Seattle. WA 98111). I think this should have 
been put in Myk's mailbox. This is Heavy Metal so goddamn sludgy and evil, I swear I thought the fucking 
Apocalypse was imminent. I don't think they have a bassist, I think its just guitar and drums, but I refuse 
to believe it. It's just so fucking heavy! The opening lyrics are, "I cry/I dwell in darkness/my comfort is 
nothing/repulsive reality" which gives me the impression these guys aren't kindergarten teachers If you’re 
into cannibalism, slitting your own wrists, and/or Slayer, you will probably dig this.(CD)-Corporate Whore 

Southfork "Straight Ahead" (Black Mark AB. Nannylundsgatan 1. SE 575 39 Ekksjo, Sverige) "Straight 
Ahead ” is Southfork’s second album. It is a straight up ‘70's inspired Rock meets Blues record. Most 
reminiscent of bands like the Amboy Dukes and Deep Purple, it lacks the more metallic feel of prominent 
Rock bands like High on Fire or even the Upper Crust. This is the kind of album you sit around and listen 
to while drinking too much whiskey and smoking lots of cigarettes Skynyrd fans would get a real kick out 
of this, despite the fact that these guys are from Sweden I even think that fans of latter era Soundgarden 
would really get in to this. A good solid record, well recorded but only the fringe of the Rock scene will 
really get into this.(CD)-Myk 

Strife "angermeans" (Victory 346 North Justine Suite 504 Chicago. IL 60607). Strife are back after a four 
year hiatus. I was never into these guys, and now I know why. They are a little too Hardcore for me This 
is not to say they sound like every other Hardcore band, because they don't. I could've sworn I heard a 
keyboard in there somewhere Then there are songs where the lead vocalist actually sings rather than 
screams. This is good, just not my cup of tea (CD)-Chris Munity 

Suicide Note "You're Not Looking So Good" (Ferret Music. 47 Wayne St.. #3. Jersey City. NJ 07302). 
Well, well, well, thrashy Hardcore, yet these songs do follow some sort of structure The singer is mostly 
screaming his head off the entire time, and sounds screechy as fuck. Sometimes, vocally, they get these 
weird little harmonies which remind me of System of a Down on that song "Aerials" Except way more 
screechy "Self Destruct/if s the way to go " Pissed off and Hardcore, bottom line.(CD)-Corporate Whore 

System and Station "Compiling the #7" (Crustacean. POB 370156, Milwaukee. Wl 53237). Eight songs 
that have a weird quirky Indie Rock tinge to them Somewhat original An equal mix of Rock, Emo, and 
Indie Pop make this band tolerable I think if you like The Flaming Lips, Cake, and or Modest Mouse, you 
will be into this band.(CD)-Chris Munity 

Terror 2000 "Faster Disaster" (Nuclear Blast. 2323 W El Segundo Blvd, Hawthorne. CA 90250). Yeah, so 
I’m a sucker for new records that sound old, without ripping off another band. Terror 2000 has just released 
their second album, and it’s hard to tell its new. Elements of German Thrash, California Speed Metal, and 
Swedish Gothenburg Death Metal combine for an absolute monster of a CD. Terror 2000 features 
members of Darkane and Soilwork, currently two of my favorite bands, so how was I to lose? Its faster. 
REALLY fast. It’s mean, has a shitload of guitar riffs, and blazing drums Terror 2000 sounds little the other 
bands its members hail from, sounding more like Kreator. This is a Thrash dream, and throws me back to 
the first time I heard Destruction. This really is one of those must own records. I’ve said in the past that I 
like albums, but when you hear as many as I do, there is a difference between liking something and telling 
someone they need to own it. This you need to own! If you don’t, you’re a poser Take off that Venom 
patch you bought at the retro store and cut off that mullet.(CD)-Myk 

Time In Malta “ A Second Engine” (Equal Vision. POB 14. Hudson. NY 12534). This is the second release 
from Time in Malta that I have come across. The first was released a few years back on Escape Artist, and 
I seem to remember it being much heavier than this new effort. While you will still find elements of modern 
Hardcore on this recording, a lot of the guitar riffs have been taken down in intensity, and there is a very 
prominent lack of distortion. The drums are complex, but they are in no way overwhelming They are more 
similar to Chick Corea than Anodyne The majority of the vox are sung At times there are screams, but as 
a rule the vocalist sounds like he should be on Jade Tree. This is a well-written album, and I’m sure that 
fans of the Juliana Theory would love this, but for someone who was looking for an Escape Artist style 
Hardcore band, I found this to be somewhat of a letdown. (CD)-Myk 

Tomahawk "Tomahawk" (Ipecac. POB 1197 Alameda CA 94501). Message to Mike Patton "You're a god 
of music However, a little quality control would suit you good. I gave this record a chance, especially since 
it's also got Duane Denison, Kevin Rutmanis and John Stanier on it, but it’s just not listenable. Why don't 
you use your musical powers for more good and get onto another Mr. Bungle record?“(CD)-Paltrowltz 
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Undying This Day All Gods Die' (OneDaySavior POB 372. Williston Park NY 11596). This EP is a re- 
release of a band that features ex-members of Catharsis. The totally blinding vocals sound like a cross 
between Rick Ta Life and Attila from Mayhem. The guitar is amazing, with a crisp higher end sound that 
is even lighter during the power chords. Avoiding the now clichPd Metalcore sound, Undying even reminds 
me of Nuclear Assault and some of the latter era 80s Thrash bands at times Actually, the drums are the 
least interesting aspect of what's going on here, and that is because they are sort of status quo; hyper 
beats that lead into break downs and solid fills. A very solid release especially for fans of Darkest Hour. 
Hydra Head and Ferret Records bands (CD)-Myk 

Uphill Battle (Relapse. 1720 State Rd Upper Darby PA 19082) While the press material calls Uphill 
Battle a Grindcore band, I have to slightly disagree There are Grind elements displayed by Uphill Battle 
for sure, but there is so much more Thrash parts abound: they often remind me of Killing Technology era 
Voi Vod because of a very similar guitar sound The vocals at times sound more like an English Politi-Punk 
band la Discharge. The guitar riffs are also at times far more clean than your average Grind band There’s 
almost a Hardcore feel leading into the break downs Uphill Battle reminds me a lot of the bands that used 
to be released by Reservoir Records like Black Army Jacket and Drop Dead A fantastic debut full-length 
from this California outfit, and they also put on one hell of a show live (CD)-Myk 

V/A "1157 Wheeler Ave A Memorial for Amadou Diallo" (Failed Experiment 5420 S Bishop St. Chicago. 
IL 60609). What a great comp for a great cause Yeah, Diallo was shot 19 times by NYPD's finest and this 
comp is a tribute/benefit for him. Three bucks from each CD goes to Human Rights Watch and look at the 
bands you get Fifteen J-Church. Plan A Project, Youth Brigade, The Lawrence Arms, and Squirtgun, 
among others A lot of the songs are live or rare tracks too like Anti-Flag doing Mission of Burma's "That's 
When I Reached For My Revolver " The Common Rider track, "Longshot ” is the first song I have heard 
from them, and I must say that the Whore is a fan Jessie's voice is still great. (CD)-Corporate Whore 

V/A A Tribute to Mayhem: Originators Of The Northern Darkness” (Dwell POB 39439 Los Angeles. CA 
90039) This album was supposed to come out originally in 1999 I have been hearing about AvantGarde 
putting it together for years, and it’s finally out on Dwell in the U S. It features the most impressive line up 
of Black Metal bands next to the tribute to Bathory and the tribute to Euronymous Immortal, Dark Funeral, 
Emperor, Gorgoroth, and Gehenna all hail from Mayhems home of Norway International acts include 
Absu Behemoth, Vader and Seth Twelve tracks and bands in total cover the Mayhem s entire lifespan 
until their Grand Declaration full-length Tracks from Deathcrush and De Mysteriis make up the 
majority of the track listing, but the entire album is a giant ball of ferocity A must for all fans of the One 
True” Black Metal A monumental tribute record and compilation (CD)-Myk 

V/A "Atticus Dragging the Lake" (Side One Dummy. 6201 Sunset Blvd. Suite 211. Hollywood. CA 90028). 
A great compilation with 24 bands. Half these songs are previously unreleased, which makes it worth 
buying Stand out tracks are delivered by Alkaline Trio, Finch, The Movielife, Glassjaw, and The Mighty 
Mighty Bosstones. Other bands you and your mom might like are Blink-182, New Found Glory, Autopilot 
Off, Rival Schools. Box Car Racer, American Nightmare, Sugarcult, The Starting Line. The Used and 
Jimmy Eat World. (CD)-Chris Munity 

V/A "BYO Presents: Sample This, Too" 1 (BYO. POB 67609 Los Angeles CA 90067) This is a cheapo 
sampler featuring unreleased and released tracks from the latest BYO roster Featured here are new tracks 
from such bands as Bouncing Souls and Anti-Flag (taken from their BYO split), One Man Army (who 
sound more like the Strike every time I hear them, which is a good thing). The Beltones (whose track is 
taken from their upcoming full length, which if it's as good as this song, we'll all be in for a treat), and Sixer 
(whose new album on BYO is amazing) as well as great tunes by Leatherface Manifesto Jukebox, and 
NOFX and many more. If you're interested in checking out some good Punk Rock inexpensively, this is 
right up your alley. (CD)-McClernon 

V/A "Classpride Worldwide 2" (Insurgence. 2 Bloor St . W. Suite 100-184 Toronto. Ontario. M4W 2E2) 
Insurgence is great for taking a chance on little known Oi bands from all over the world, and this comp is 
a great way to be turned on to many of them Problem is that a lot of them are just by the numbers, cookie 
cutter Streetpunk with some diamonds in the rough to be found. Standouts are Red Alert, the terrific 
NoGood Heroes, the melodic punk stylings of The Class Assassins, and The Analogs, even if I don't 
understand a friggin* word they say (CD)-McClernon 

V/A "For Those About to Trip: A Rich Kids on LSD Tribute" (Malt Soda. POB 7611. Chandler. AZ 85246). 

I was never really a big fan of RKL and nearly none of these bands did anything to change my mind about 
their tunes, not to mention the revamped covers Two standouts are the always incredible hillbilly-punks 
The Crosstops and HC/punksters The Barfeeders (CD)-McClernon 

V/A Free Sampler Vol. 2 Summer 2002” (Red Line Distribution. 5420 S Bishop St.. Chicago IL 60609). 
Biscayne are a bunch of whiney dorks that sound like they put together a group at rush week. The Four 
Squares play decent Street Punk and are a pleasant change after that last crap Preacher Gone to Texas 
sound like Emo with a Hardcore singer Musically good, but the vocals are mismatched Logan’s Loss 
sigh., yet another in the steady stream of 17 year olds who grew up on Green Day Bleeding Kansas 
remind me of Murphy's Law; they were a Hardcore group. The Braves need to get the testosterone patch. 
Lying In States need work. Littleman Complex are alright, these guys sound like Sick of It All The Killing 
Tree suck dick Twinhaters are good, probably the best of the bunch so far; think Fugazi. Chalet Chalet 
are okay Dont Worry About It why do you make me listen to a shitty intro just to find out that you are shit? 
Examination of the Each Lust in Prada are a Hardcore sounding group Wafflehouse's singer sounds 
like he’s got his balls in a vice In a bad way Mexican Cheerleader play Rock in an above average way. 
Stillwell— -go home Libido Grande— don't live up to their name The Siderunners— Who the hell's group 
that played that song "Don’t Don’t Let’s Stop ”? I bet Siderunner know (CD)-Grego 

V/A "Punk Rock Is Your Friend" (Kung Fu. POB 38009 Hollywood. CA 90038). This is a really good 
compilation with a lot of good Pop Punk bands Since the Ataris left Kung Fu they brought in a new band 
called Audio Karate that takes their place, and fills it pretty well The Audio Karate songs are really good. 
There songs from Kung Fu's newest signing. Tsunami Bomb, a Pop Punk band with a female vocalist Her 
pretty good voice goes very well with the music. This compilation has good old Kung Fu bands with 
unreleased songs. All the bands and songs on the compilation are really Pop Punk, so if you don’t like 
poppy music this might not be your idea of a great comp.(CD)-Mega Mike 

V/A "Rock-N-Roll Au Go Go! Vol 6" (Devil Doll. POB 30727 Long Beach CA 90853) Four bands. Hellride 
from Scandinavia, 69 Charger from the USA Musclecar from Australia, and Peepshows from the USA. 
Well, they all play their Rock n' Roll fast and hard Hellride is very energetic and mix in a little Punk. 
Musclecar take their inspiration from the Stooges and Wildhearts and deliver the goods straight out of the 
outback 69 Charger keeps things going with their tracks, "Love Potion 69" and "Pussy Rocker " 


Peepshows play the real dirty Rock n' Roll that fans of Turbonegro will love Lots of melody and Rock 
action. (CD)-Chrls Munity 

V/A "Scene of the Crime" (Good Cop/Bad Cop. POB 653. Foxboro. MA 02035) Like the cover says, 25 
bands recorded in 24 hours. I liked Meat Depressed, Eight Year Recoil, and Black Market Medallions The 
comp gets less pleasing as it goes along. Check this out if you want to hear what the scene in 
Massachusetts is like.(CD)-Chris Munity 

V/A "Sonidos de la calle Vol 1" (Bronco Bullfrog Apdo.de Correos 1474-07800 Ibiza [Baleares], Spain). 
What's worse than one 20 song Oi!/Punk/Hardcore compilation from Spain? A second volume. Most of the 
bands are from Spain, and most of the songs are in Spanish. I took Spanish for three years, but still 
couldn't enjoy this The quality was pretty horrible Still if you're a diehard Oi! punk or Hardcore kid, you 
might want this Bands are: Suburban Rebels, Oi! the Arrase, Last Warning, Alta Tension, Malas Cartas, 
Wallride. Frontkick, Keltoi!, Des-Kontrol, Riotgun, Perkele, and Ultimo Asalto.(CD)-Chris Munity 

V/A Bouncing Souls/Anti-Flag (BYO. POB 67609. Los Angeles. CA 90067) This is part four in the BYO 
Split Series, with four new songs from each band. Each band covers one of the other band’s songs 
Bouncing Souls deliver more anthems that are so catchy, their cover of A-F's "That s Youth" is better than 
the original. Likewise for Anti-Flag doin' the Souls' "The Freaks, Nerds & Romantics." This is a definitely 
a worthwhile purchase. Also check out these two bands on tour together Way to go BYO! Who’s on the 
next split?(CD)-Chris Munity 

V/A Dawncore/ Darkest Hour “Where Heroes Go to Die” (Join the Team Player. Alttoettingerstr 6A, 81673 
Muenchen. Germany). I’m not sure how hard this record is to come by in this country I’ve never heard of 
this label, butthat doesn’t mean much. This is a nicely packaged four-song CD. Two songs by Victory artist 
Darkest Hour, two songs by Hungary’s Dawncore Darkest Hour is far superior, and actually their recording 
is eons better as well It is their typical Swedish influenced Metalcore via Maryland The songs are what 
you've come to expect from this juggernaut. The Dawncore tracks are alright, nothing much to write home 
about, and they are very short In fact it took me longer to write this review than it took for the whole disc 
took to play. I like this 'cause I’m a big Darkest Hour fan, and to the best of my knowledge both songs are 
previously unreleased, but I can’t say I’d recommend it on the power of Dawncore (CD)-Myk 

V/A Hudson Falcons/GC5 "67, 104 Miles Later " (Cosanostrarecords com) It's not everyday that two of 
the best Punk n Roll bands around decide to hook up and relesae a record, so today is your lucky day. 
The Falcons come roaring outta the gate with an obscenity-laced tirade called "Who's Talkin' Shit" followed 
by "Rich Kids Can't Play Rock n’ Roll," my new favorite Falcons tune. Throw in four more great quality 
songs and almost anyone would be satisfied. But wait, there's more The GC5 take over from here with 
their five driving, anthemic Punk n’ Roll classics such as "Daily Bread" and "Rhythm and Booze," and bring 
it on home with "Oklahoma City Sick Bed."(CD)-McClernon 

V/A Major Accident/Foreign Legion (DSS . POB 739. 4021. Linz. Austria). This one took me by surprise 
I saw the bald heads, tight jeans, and bad tattoos and immediately thought: Stupid Skinhead Music But 
shit, both these bands were pretty good Both bands play very, very melodic Street Punk with good group 
sing alongs and damn, even the lyrics are not that bad (with the exception of "Fake Gangster) The 
production is topnotch, as I could see someone like TKO picking these bands up. Dare I say these boys 
are skinheads with an IQ of higher than five? Good work guys!(CD)-Corporate Whore 

V/A The Templars/Stomper 98: The ISP Connection (DSS. POB 739. 4021. Linz. Austria). The I S P 
Connection is a collaboration between Oi! Skinhead faves The Templars and Stomper 98, who I believe 
is German. They call themselves "a collection of street educated philosophers." Yeah, okay. I went to a 
Templars show once and never saw so many dumb fucking goons in one place in all my life! Hey, the 
songs are actually all really good, with a horn section to boot (no bad pun intended), and they will be skins 
until they die (or so they say) but I couldn't care any less.(CD)-Corporate Whore 

V/A Today Is The Day/Metatron: The Descent (This Dark Reign , POB 30666. Long Beach CA 90853). 
This is a five song split EP, three TITD songs and two from Metatron Two of the three TITD songs are 
demos of songs from an upcoming album, and the third is unreleased These are the best songs Steve 
Austin has come up with since he left AmRep. No joke. These are fucking brutal and despondent Noise 
takes on a whole new meaning, as it should with this band. This is a must own for TITD fans Metatron is 
a two piece that splits all the instrument duties. They are a toned down mess It's like Death Metal meets 
TITD meets a Goth band. Supremely bass heavy, it is almost like a Mortician song in that respect The 
label couldn’t have found a better group to team up with Austin and company. All around, this is a great 
release and well worth the purchase. (CD)-Myk 

Vehemence “God Was Created” (Metal Blade. 2828 Cochran St #302, Simi Valley. CA 93065) Okay, I 
have to address this first: There seems to be a big deal about this guy Evil Dave, a tattoo artist who did the 
artwork for this album. I wouldn’t let this guy tattoo me if I was six months dead, decayed, and had all my 
limbs broken off during rigor mortiis. The artwork is horrible. Now I know why Paul Booth makes like $300 
an hour for his artwork. I guess the cover does this album justice I'm just not that impressed. The drums 
sound totally fake and programmed. If the liner notices didn’t say they had a drummer, I would have 
guessed drum machine. They are too triggered and perfedtto be real. The guitars have a good sound and 
the keyboards make for a nice atmosphere, but the vocals remind me of Broken Hope. The vox are so bad 
that they flush out any good coming from the other instruments In actuality, Nathan s vocals are like a 
cross between Broken Hope and Mortician, both of which I can’t stand It is a real shame that these guitar 
riffs are buried under this other mess, cause these songs have potential, but will never be realized through 
the Casio drums or the burping vocals. (CD)-Myk 

Vietnom Death Is the Outcome ” (Uprising. 42259. Philadelphia. PA 19104). I can’t really say that I like this. 
This sounds like a tougher but slower Sick Of It All (circa '89), with two singers This disc has a great drum 
sound, too! Those of you into tough guy Hardcore will really like this.(CD)-Mr. Noiz 

Visible Men "In Socks Mode" (Leisure King. 1692 Jefferson St.. Eugene. OR 97402). Let’s see here, the 
VFW sent me a free American flag calendar in the stack of mail I got today that includes a pile of CDs to 
review Don’t be alarmed, the title of the disc is spelled exactly as it appears on the box. This is very 
relaxing piano music that sounds a bit like Ben Folds Five without the super happy and suspiciously peppy 
tone of his music. With songs like "Blow Shit Up,” "Strange Hash, ” “Semen Factory" and "King Shit” I would 
have expected this to rock a little harder Visible Men should really consider buying their drugs from who 
ever Andrew WK goes to if they’re going to keep giving such pussitized songs such badass names Great, 
he's whining about having no self-esteem now. Great for your next AARP mixer.(CD)-Grego 
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NEW II mill! RECORDS 


THE JAZZ JUNE 


BETTER OFF WITHOUT AIR 

A varied, mature slab of catchy and impassioned indie rock that finds the band 
jumping a few steps up their evolutionary ladder. If The Medicine was their 
Revolver, then Better Off Without Air is the Jazz June’s White Album. 

13-SONG COMPACT DISC • $10.00 


BLOOD RED 

HOSTAGE 

Mood Former members of Silent Majority and Inside create a stunning full length 
i. . debut that reaches deep within the lives, loves and strife of suburban life. 
Hostage owes as much to the work of early U2 as it does the hardcore 
community from which the band was bred. 

1 0-SONG COMPACT DISC • $1 0.00 


BLACK WIDOWS 

STOPS A BEATING HEART 

The debut from Black Widows, featuring former members of By The Grace Of 
God, The National Acrobat, Automatic and Endpoint. Taking a strong influence 
from late 80’s DC hardcore, Black Widows forge a seamless blend of straight 
forward socio-political hardcore, early punk and chaotic noise-rock. 

7-SONG COMPACT DISC • $8.00 



«\ ULTIMATE FAKEBOOK 

* OPEN UP AND SAY A WESOME 

t p ^ Twelve incredible power pop anthems that serve as a tribute to and reminder 
W A of the power of rock and roll. 

m ? 1 2-SONG COMPACT DISC • $1 0.00 


THE REPUTATION 

THE REPUTATION 

Former Sarge singer / guitarist Elizabeth Elmore and company’s masterpiece 
that ranges from fully orchestrated singer/songwriter epics to high energy rock 
and roll. 

10-SONG COMPACT DISC • $10.00 


BLACK ON BLACK 

A TRIBUTE TO BLACK FLAG 

Initial’s long-awaited tribute to Black Flag! Featuring: AMERICAN NIGHTMARE, 
ANODYNE, BURNT BY THE SUN, COALESCE, CONVERGE, DILLINGER 
ESCAPE PLAN, THE HOPE CONSPIRACY, PLANES MISTAKEN FOR STARS, 
PLAYING ENEMY. 

10-SONG CD / LIMITED EDITION 12” • AVAILABLE 10.29.02 



BIACKSBLACK 


■ V Initial 
K Record s 


INITIAL RECORDS • PO BOX 17131 • LOUISVILLE KY 40217 USA EARTH 
TEL 502.499.PUNK • FAX 502.499.7879 • WWW.INITIALRECORDS.COM 
SEND S4 FOR 120 PAGE CATALOG AND 26 BAND CD SAMPLER 



KILLER MUSIC AT FEEL GOOD PRICES 


r/v 

Anti-Flag 


fueling the flames of 

revolution 


M© t>tY 




Modey Lemon 



Justin Sane 

’’Life, Love, and the 
Pursuit of Justice" 


Purchase any A-F Records CD online or at your local 
independent music store between October 25th and January 1st 
and receive a free A-F Records patch of the above design. 

A-F Records P.O. Box 71266 Pittsburgh, PA 15213 www.a-frecords.com 


Thought Riot 

"Shattered 
Mirror Syndrome" 
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FEATURING UNRELEASED 
SONGS BY 


THE LAWRENCE ARMS 
MAD CADDIES 
LAGWAGON 
SPRUNG OUT 
RISE AGAINST 
ANTI STAG 
SWINGIN UTTERS 
NOFX 
WIZO 

ME STBSP AND THE GIMME GIMMES 


PROPAGANDA 
ECLLINGBR SOUR 
NO USE FOR A NAME 
AVAIL 

LESS THAN JAKE 
SICK OP I P ALL 
FRENZAL RHOMB 
GOOD RIDDANCE 


Fat Wreck Chords FAY 

P.O.Box 193690 

San Francisco, CA 94) 19 www.fatwreck.com *%**«!# 
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DRIVE LIKE JEHU 


OK LoK RECORDS 

S SENS E I 'what i do best is what i do worst" CD 
D I T BOOKSTORE s/tO) 

ON THE NIGHT OF PRINCES "the making ..." O 

NAKATOMI PLAZA / LATTERMAN split T 

SPACE ROBOT SCIENTISTS "we've got a CC 

D£ LA HOYA ’’has no crcdiblity" CDEP 

EXPLOSIVO! "the uh oh ep” CDEP 

|V/ A "the hope machine” CD 


coming stxin: radio rahemm cd/lp 
donna & early / my version of split Ip 

1 37 / PO BOX 1 3/ ROCKY RONf, NY 11778/ WAW.EXFIMC.COWOO.OK 




SWAMI RECORDS 

P.O. BOX 620428 

SAN DIEGO, CA 92162 

WWW.SWAMIRECORDS.COM 


"YANK CRIME" 



BACK IN PRINT 


• REMASTERED 


COMPACT DISC 


9.02 
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PICK IT UP. 


• Wonka Vision #18 - 84 pgs. g tossy color cover $5ppd 
Death Cab for Cuke, Magnetic Fields, Atom &Hi$ Package Brand New, 
Tiger Army, H20, Ultimate Fakehnok and more 

•Wonka Vision 1 9 - IDO pgs. glossy color cover $5ppd 
Cover mt. by Frank Miller! Spoken Word Section featuring Jello Siafra, 
Interviews with Me First & the Brnmee Gimmes '&> Gaheed & Cambria, 
The Bouncing Bools, Dillenger 4, Engine Dawn, Rye Coalition, Bad Religion, 
& The Cricket lottery. 

♦ Zofof the Rock & Roll Destroyer - S/T CD - SBppd 

'These songs have a strange dignity presence and sincerity that much of 
the stuff which dribbles my way so sorely lacks. Rock on Zolof. rock onP 

Carbon 14 

Coming in October: 

WV issue 20 Feature on Philadelphia's All Ages Scone and LOVE Park, 
The Jazz June, The Locust, G «nci Not U Warrant . Eliiptt.. w/ a 22 Song 
Cd featuring Lifetime, 1 8 Visions, Taking Back Sunday, The Break. 

As Fnends Rust!- Streets of Philadelphia 2 featuring Ufctie League. 

A Life Once Lost. Zolot This Day Forward & many more! . 


Wonka Vision P.O.Box 63642, Philly PA 1 9147 
www.wonkavisiononline.com 


,’fsaps cmess eueesrm mn nitvess w tents 
mms on memo srmies urn n nm. memo sous 
toms, mr or, mm * me eemeem ex am 
msememme mu uses, m s lessens m mere* 
stmma mums such hs turn non t mwsuoe 

t hak ms seen me mem 

m . stt our sin JO WQ our m 




non usioo 


flRST HOM OISC 

tt (i ms of* 


h,UmmECfnm 


; Z|slS0fT?ApM 


w m job po box ssb m m m wits tm 


LIKE MR. BUNGLE? CONVERGE? FRANK 
ZAPPA? SLAYER? Check out the FREE MP3s at 
www.murdersuit.com The Murdersuit Fiasco is a 
non-profit organization, being screwed out of pay 
from venue owners since before you knew that x 
equals the curl of b. 

DRUMMER WANTED 

drummer wanted for an emo-core/punk/rock band, 
(we really hate labels, we just wanna ROCK!) must 
have equipment and transportation, talent and 
experience a MUST!!!! must be creative, easygoing 
and fun to be around, no drugs or egos! 4 songs are 
already done with tons more in the works, we already 
have 2 guitars/singer and bass so all we need are 
some beats, nothing too fancy, just be original, 
double bass would rule! Email: Looper53@aol.com 

The Black Snakes are looking for a loud, agressive 
punk metal/r&r lead guitarist in the vein of Motorhead. 
Nashville Pussy. TurboNegro. u get the hint. Blues 
players need not apply. Band has CD and is currently 
gigging. Check us out at http ://www. theblacksnakes.com. 
We rehearse in Nassau County, you need wheels, your 
own equipment, no ego trips, no druggies and no 
girlfriends to the audition. YOU WILL BE KICKED 
OUT!!!!!!!!!!!! 


SOMETHING IN THE WATER: THE SECRET 
HISTORY OF LONG ISLAND PUNK! New CD of 

rare and outta print tracks by Jimi LaLumia and The 
Psychotic Frogs, Nihilistics, Dead Virgins, Horror 
Planet, and Sea Monster! www.interpunk.com 

ONE INCH BUTTONS! Great for band or label 
fundraiser! Prices starting at just 1 5 bucks! We take 
checks, money order and Pay Pal. Give us a try! For 
more info, check out 
http://fullcirclepros.trpod.com or drop a note to 
Full Circle Productions, P.O. Box 1656, 
Leonardtown, Maryland, USA 20650. (301) 769- 
4100. 

HORROR GARAGE AD REP WANTED! 

Under the Volcano is looking for a bright, honest, 
autonomous person to sell ad space to 
horror/literature-related businesses for our other 
publication, Horror Garage. Knowledge of horror, 
dark fiction, or the book-publishing industry 
preferred. We’re looking for someone able to 
generate their own leads. Commission. No calls, 
please! Email Rich at RBIackUTV@aol.com 


VIDEOS! Agnostic Front, Madball, Neurosis, 
Helmet, Melvins, Slayer, S.O.I.A., Cows, Antiseen, 
Samhain, Alice Donut, 7 Seconds, Sepultura, Nick 
Cave, Laughing Hyenas, Napalm Death, Pain 
Teens, Skinny Puppy, Nausea, Killing Time, 
Unsane, Sheer Terror, Snapcase, Jesus Lizard, 
Underdog, C.O.C., Boss Hog, Biohazard, Bruisers, 
Foetus, Lunachicks, Machine Head, Zorn, Voivod, 
Cro-Mags, Didjits, Tar, mucho mas!!! Send either 
$1 , trade list, or 3 stamps for list to: JAYBIRD, P.O. 
Box 417, Mt. Prospect, IL 60056. 

FREE CABLE PUNKS! Laid off punk cable worker 
tells all! Build your own descrambler with just 7 
parts you can buy at Radio Shack. Easy 7 step 
instructions anyone can do. Fast service, will 
receive in two weeks guranteed! Send well- 
concelaed cash or MO to: Ed Duckfield, P.O. Box 
157, West Sayville, NY 11796 DIY punks! 

BASS PLAYER TIRED OF ’’METAL SCENE,” 

seeking other musicians for old school punk/ oi! 
Band. Influences: Dead Kennedys, Casualties, 
Minor Threat. Have own equipment Nassau/Suffolk 
border. Call Frank at 631.748.8877 or email 
Frankielbanez@msn.com 











Brand New Songs • In Stores Now! 
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